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310 MOTORING 

Available at: 

Denny's Funky Broadway 
Finish Line 

Men's Land 

Peners 

Underground Station 

Nationwide 

www.310motoring.com 



CREST 

Keep it clean and fresh 
with new Crest Whitening 
Plus Scope® Extreme. With 
50% more Scope, you can 
be 100% more irresistible. 
Check out www.crest.com. 
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AKAOEMIKS 

Jeanius-level products for 
the true denim tastemaker; 

available for men 

and women. 

Available at: 
Against All Odds 
D.E.M.O. 
Jimmy Jan 
Man Alive 

Up Against The Wall 

Nationwide 

For additional product 
information, call 212-563- 
4999, or visit website 
www.akademiks.com. 
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DETROIT MOTOR CITY 
MUSIC CONFERENCE 

From Motown to the 
Stooges and the MC5 to 
Eminem and Kid Rock to 
the White Stripes— nothing 
compares to Detroit Rock 
City. The Motor City Music 
Conference (MC2) includes 
three days of music-indus- 
try and A&R panels and a 
music and lifestyle trade 
show. Be sure to check out 
this year's MC2 conference, 
July 12 through 16. For 
more information, visit 
www.motorcitymusic.com. 



AZZURE 

Available at: 
Dr. Denim . 
Philadelphia, PA 
Marshall Field's 
Detroit, Ml 
Up Against The Wall 
Washington, D.C. 
USA Boutique 
Atlanta, GA 



For more information, 
call 212-840-4035, 

or visit us at 

www.azzure.com. 
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E.A.R.S. 

TALENT SHOWCASE 
COMPETITION 06 



Showcase your talents be- 
fore TOP record executives 
and win great prizes. All 
genres of urban music are 
welcome. Entry deadline 
is June 1, 2006. For more 
information, call (718) 385- 
3133 or visit 

www.earstalentshowcase.com. 



G-UNIT WOMEN'S 

Available at: 

Burdine's 

Dillard's 

Dr. Jay's 

Macy's 

Rich's 

Nationwide 

www.eckounltd.com 



GILYARD MFG. 

A progressive urban 
young men's collection. 
Available at: 

Blue Jeans 

New York, NY 
DTLR 

Baltimore, MD 
Fred Segal 
California 
Sneakervilla 
Philadephia, PA 
Walters 
Atlanta, GA 
www.gilyardmfg.com 



HOUSE OF DEREON 

HOUSE OF DEREON 

Available at: 
Dillard's 
Southwest 
Lady El le 
Houston, TX 
Macy's 

East and West Coasts 
Marshall Field's 

Midwest 

Up Against The Wall 

Los Angeles 
Maryland 



kM T.SFORD COURT 
HOTEL 

THE KNUTSFORD 
COURT HOTEL 

The Knutsford Court Hotel in 
Kingston, Jamaica is the ideal 
gateway to the city's business 
district and exciting nightlife. 
Just two minutes from the 
hip strip, Knutsford Court is 
the perfect jump-off point 
for Kingston's many mar- 
vels. For reservations, call 
(876) 929-1 000 or visit 
www.knutsfordcourt.com. 



www.houseofdereon.com 




et more out of your cleansing routine. Use the one product 
that works like four. Cleanser, toner, mask, and scrub, 
all folded into one neat little cloth. That's the power of 
Olay Daily Facials. The four-in-one phenomenon. 



OLAY 

love the skin you're in 
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MOVADO 



the art of time 




k M 125 | 



wynton rnarsalis, composer-performer, virtuoso, 
fiero". tungsten carbide; virtually scratch-proof, 
black dial, swiss made, water resistant, 
movado, proudly celebrating 125 years 
of design innovation, movado.com 
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IN ITS 3RD YEAR 

THE U.S. ARMY STOMPING ON THE YARD NATIONAL STEP SHOW TOUR 

A CELEBRATION OF LEADERSHIP. SCHOLARSHIP & SHOWMANSHIP 

IS HITTING COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES ACROSS THE COUNTRY. THIS TRAVELING 
CAMPUS FESTIVAL FEATURES LIVE MUSIC, GAMES, FREE GIVEAWAYS, SCHOLARSHIP 
CONTESTS AND STEP SHOWS! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION LOG ON TO WWW.STOMPINGONTHEYARD.COM 



2006 
TOUR 

DATES 



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA FEBRUARY 15-18 

LEMOYNE-OWEN COLLEGE FEBRUARY 21 - 24 

ALABAMA A&M UNIVERSITY MARCH 7-10 

CLARK ATLANTA UNIVERSITY MARCH 14 - 17 

NORFOLK STATE UNIVERSITY MARCH 21 - 24 
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH MARCH 28 - APRIL 

ALCORN SATE UNIVERSITY MARCH 29 -30 
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TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND EASTERN SHORE 
FAYETTEVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY 
MORGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 
THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 



APRIL 17 -21 
APRIL 18 -20 
APRIL 21 - 22 
APRIL 25 -28 
APRIL 25 -28 
APRIL 26 - 29 
MAY2-5 
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GAMER REVIEW 
TAMEEK H. 

Gamer tag: Iinux77 [on Xbox360) 
City: New York City 

Favorite Game: (Call of Duty 2 - Xbox360) 



Basketball has always been one of my 
favorite pastimes, real or virtual hardwood. 
EA Sports blurs those lines with NBA Live 
BOOB. With graphics so realistic you'd 
swear you were looking at an actual NBA 
game. The sickest part of this game is 
watching the sweat drip from your players 
face as he digs in on defense. The graphics 
on this game are absolutely stunning al- 
though it may take some time learning the 
combination keys just to dunk. The online 
play matches you head-to-head with players 
all over the world in a matter of seconds 
and with All-Star Weekend, Season, and 
Dynasty game modes, NBA Live '06 will 
keep you ballin' for months. 
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OUR MAN IN MILANO: 

Whether he's shopping, 
dining, posing for our 
cover, or just minding 
his own business, T.I. 
always stays true. 



HE'S SERIOUS 

The life of a celebrity doesn't really suit T.I. Sure, 
the luxury it offers is cool, but some things about 
the job just aren't fun: The fans approaching 
while he's eating, trying to grab him when he walks by, 
or obnoxiously shoving cameras in his face are all 
things he could do without. Don't get it wrong, he's 
extremely grateful for every person who bought his 
record or attended one of his shows. But getting treated 
like some inanimate object? Definitely not something 
he signed up for. 

Most artists have an easier time dealing with these 
types of situations. They flash a fake smile and keep it 
moving. But Tip isn't comfortable with the idea of being 
anything other than who he is. It's precisely why folks are 
drawn to him in the first place. His realness is his appeal, 
and there are so few who are genuinely like that. 

With 'oi's I'm Serious, T.I. went against the grain of 
what was typical subject matter for Adanta MCs. By 
rhyming about the trap, he gave a different perspective 
on the ATL way before Jeezy's current success. More 
importandy, Tip offered a lyrical complexity not often 
seen from Southern rappers. It's why Pharrell started 
calling him the Jay-Z of the South. And although it took 
a while for folks to catch on (no plaque for the first 
album; his second, '03's Trap Muzik, only went gold), we 
at VIBE believed it was just a matter of time. 

Shortly after T.I. graced our January 2005 cover, his 
third album, Urban Legend, went platinum. Besides 
sending a thank-you gift to almost everyone on staff 
when the issue came out, Tip always mentions how 



much the support from VIBE meant to him each time I 
see him. With his new album, King, and his starring role 
in the film ATL, we're certain the rest of the world will 
finally see Tip for the superstar he is. Senior Editor 
Benjamin MeadowsTngram hangs out with T.I. from 
Adanta to Milan ("Trapped," page 92) and examines 
whether Tip is ready to handle the drama that comes 
with increased success. We're betting he'll be just fine. 

T.I.'s not the only heavy hitter with a new album. 
From LL Cool J (Revolutions, by Michael A. Gonzales, 
page 135) to Ne-Yo ("Hooked on Love," by Laura Check- 
oway, page 98) to Raekwon and Ghostface Killah, whose 
latest projects have the rap world buzzing, we've got 
you covered. Writer Keith Murphy checks in with the 
Wu-Tang duo for an up-close look ("Missing Link," 
page 108). 

Wandering much farther afield is Editor-at-Large 
Rob Kenner, who journeyed from Jamrock to the sacred 
Rasta soil of Ethiopia for his sweeping report on the 
legacy of Bob Marley, 25 years after his all-too-early 
death at the age of 36 ("The Real Revolutionary," page 
114). Tuff Gong's searing cry for justice and peace is as 
relevant as ever. 

Finally, we offer Ethan Brown's riveting tale of the 
spectacular rise and fall of Black Mafia Family ("Mo' 
Money, Mo' Problems," page 102), the Atlanta-based 
empire, which seemed to be drowning in cash, strip 
parties, luxury whips, and fine champagne-until the 
Feds blindsided them with a battery of drug charges. 
Don't skip this one. 

MIMI VALDES 

Editor-in-Chief 

RS. If you've got comments about this issue or 
suggestions for stories you'd like to read, I wanna hear 
from you! Hit me back at mimi@vibe.com* 



ROCK SOLID > 

Log on May 9 for a 
chance to win** a 
Motorola PEBL U6 
phone. With this sleek 
flip-phone, you'll have 
the curves to attract 
all lookers (retail 
price $300). 
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WILD RIDE > 

The Oscar- 
winning Crash is 
a must-have on 
DVD, so on May 
2, we're giving 
away" 10 copies 
of the special- 
edition version. 




KING OF THE 
SOUTH > 

The first 10 people to 
tell us the name of the 
track where T.I. says, 
"Call me trouble man," 
will win** a copy of this 
issue signed by Tip. Log 
on April 25 for details. 
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do we have an alternative for y 




Olay Regenorist. No drastic procedures. Just significant results. 
i> our skin s appearance at the cellular level for 

i ' nent that lasts. Consider this your plan b. 
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Results not equal to medical procedures 



love the skin you're in 
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The evolution of breaking news. 
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Newsboy, c. 1950s 




Mobile Phone, c. 2006 



Daily text alerts from mVIBE. 
Just text VIBE to mVIBE (68423) 
to sign up! 

Get the low down 
straight from the street. 



*Get bling for your mobile phone with 
ringtoncs, wallpapers, and more from mVIBE! 

Visit mobile.vibe.com and get your download on! 



EG 



mvise 



THE GUEST LIST 



> KEITH MURPHY 

This month: Tags along with Raekwon and 
Ghostface Killah as the duo revisits its 1995 
masterpiece, Only Built 4 Cuban Linx... 
("Missing Link," page 108) 
Age: 35 

Hometown: Chicago 

Day Job: King magazine's editor-at-large 
Favorite purple tape track: "Wu-Gamhinos" 
Prefers: "Old-school rap." 





This month: Snaps R&B singer Ne-Yo 

("Hooked on Love," page 98) 

Born in: Bourgoin-Jallieu, France 

Birth date: December 31 

Portfolio: Flaunt, Intersection 

First camera: "A Kodak found inside a candy 

box." 

Favorite expression: "See what I mean?" 
My weakness: Chocolate 



> MICHAEL A. GONZALES 

This month: Reviews LL Cool J's latest LP, 
Todd Smith ("Revolutions," page 135) 
Based in: New York City 
Age: 42 

Main gig: PopMatters columnist 
All-time LL pick: "Fast Peg," from Walking 
With a Panther 

Off the record: "I love Paul Pope comics and 
reminiscing about my old uptown 'hood." 





MARLON "AJAMU" MYRIE 

This month: Photographs our Bob Marley 
retrospective ("The Real Revolutionary." 
page 114) 

Born In: "St. Mary a wah me come from." 
Age: 36 

Also shoots for: The New York Times, Village 
Voice, Jamaica Gleaner 
Most irresistible urge: "Eating steam snap- 
per at Hellshire Beach." 



DE MARCO WILLIAMS 

This month: Profiles rising rap group Da 
Muzicianz (Next, page 90) 
Represents: Atlanta 
Age: 28 

Side hustle: S lam, AOL, INsite 

Snap or crunk? "I'm over 15, so no snapping 

for me. Plus, my knees are bad." 

I wish—: "I'd have spent more time with my 

late grandpop at our last family reunion." 





in-house counsel 

VIBE Fashion Assistant janelle 
grimmond knows how to move. When the 
former Hunter College student isn't working, 
she's cutting up the dance floor or strutting 
her stuff on the runway. But the Guyanese 
native isn't all hip thrusts. Mafia movies, 
cowboy duds, and a fetish for men's watches 
also occupy her. "I'm not the girlie girl," she 
says. "You'll never catch me in pink." 
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One sure way to 
satisfy your soul! 
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HIP HOP MURDERS: WHY HAVEN'T WE LEARNED ANYTHING? 
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Only $14,95— 



•plus $3 p&h 



81% 



•Free CD Upon Payment 



Send in the attached card or write VIBE, PO Box 59580, Boulder CO 80322-9580 
or call us at 1 800 477 3974 or subscribe on www.vibe.com 
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MOVADO 

Celebrating 125 
years of artistry and 
innovation and recog- 
nized worldwide for its 
legendary Museum Watch, 
Movado has become 
synonymous with clean, 
modern design. 

Available at: 
Fords Jewelers 

Fords, NJ 

Rainbow Jewelers 

Miami, FL 
Smart Jewelers 
Lincolnwood, IL 
Swiss Watch Gallery 
Laguna, CA 
T&R Jewelers 
New Rochelle, NY 



Roca^weaR 

ROCAWEAR 

Available At: 
City Blue 
Philadelphia, PA 
D.E.M.O. 
Macy's 

Marshall Field's 

Select Stores 
Up Against The Wall 

Washington, D.C. & 
Virginia 

www.rocawear.com 
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5DUTHPDLE 

SOUTH POLE 

Available At: 
Against All Odds 
New York & New Jersey 
Dr. Jay's 
Northeast 
JC Penney 
California 

May Department Stores 

Nationwide 
Up Against The Wall 

Washington, D.C. 

For more information, call 
201-935-1550 or visit us at 
www.southpole-usa.com. 



www.movado.com 
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COMING 
SPRING 2K6 
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vixen 



a girly version of what the 
ladies love about Vibe 



Today! 




ONLY ■ an issue 

www.vibevixen.com 



Vixen: 



It's for females whose 
love for urban music 
and culture inspires 
their choices in 
beauty and fashion 
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To order back issues of VIBE, send issue date 
or cover description and $10 per copy 
(check or money order made out to VIBE) to: 
VIBE, P.O. Box 59585, Boulder, CO 80322-9585 
Att: Back Issues. Or call 800-477-3974. 
Allow four to six weeks for delivery. 
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CHECK OUT THE STAFF'S SPRING BREAK PLAYLIST 
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PITBULL, FEAT. LIL JON, 

"TOma" (TVT): 

"Time to shed a little 
clothing." 

-Marian Isel Sarragan. Associate Photo 
Editor 

ISAAC HAYES, "Do Your Thing" 

(Enterprise): 

"Right on, right on." 

-Shani Saxon-Parrish, Executive Editor 

JACK JOHNSON, "Flake" 

(Universal): 

"Exactly what you 
should do." 

-Lacey S. Banis, Research Chief 

< SNOOP DOGG, FEAT. PHARRELL 
A UNCLE CHARLIE WILSON, 

"Beautiful" (Priority): 

"All the essentials." 

-Mariel Conception, Online Editor 

< GHOSTFACE KILL AH, "Camay" 

(Epic): 

"Get ready for hard 
hollerin'." 

-Laura Checkoway. Senior Editor 
T.I., "Let's Get Away" (Atlantic): 

"Nowhere too far." 

-Chris Yuscavage. Editorial Assistant 
JAGGED EDGE, "Gotta Be" 

(So SO Def): 

"Get sprung this 
spring!" 

-Derek S. Roche, Market Editor 

< R. KELLY, FEAT. JAY-Z AND BOO 
& GOTTI, "Fiesta Remix" (Jive): 

"All day fiesta with no 
siesta." 

-Kenneth Butler, Editorial Intern 

DJ. JAZZY JEFF A THE FRESH 
PRINCE, "Summertime" (Jive): 

"It's on the way!" 

-Stravinski Pierre, Art Assistant 

< PRINCE AND THE REVOLUTION, 

"Let's GO Crazy" (Warner Bros.): 

"Because sometimes, 
you just need to." 

-Charlotte Davis, Photo Assistant 



Select ring tones from this list now 
available on mobile.vibe.com. 
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STOMPING ON 
THE YARD 

Now in its third year, the 
U.S. Army Stomping on the 
Yard National Step Show 
tour is hitting colleges 
and universities across 
the country. This traveling 
campus festival features 
live music, games, free 
giveaways, scholarship 
contests, and step shows. 
For 2006 tour dates, visit 
www.stompingontheyard.com. 



ADVERTISEMENT 
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URBANWORLD VIBE FILM 
FESTIVAL READER'S 
CHOICE AWARD 

Urbanworld VIBE is giving 
our millions of readers 
a chance to get in on the 
festival action. Vote for your 
favorite movies, actor, action 
film, and even hottest love 
scene in the Urbanworld 
VIBE Film Festival Reader's 
Choice Award. Look out 
for the nominees in next 
month's issue and at VIBE, 
com. You could win a DVD/ 
CD pack of the hottest films 
and soundtracks. 
STAY TUNED! 




WESTCHESTER 
REGGAE FEST 

A sizzling, fun-filled two-day 
music test of old and new 
reggae June 3 through 4, 
at the Westchester County 
Center (198 Central Avenue) 
in White Plains, NY. Day 1: 
Gregory Isaacs, John Holt, 
Yellowman, Admiral Bailey, 
Professor Nuts, Pinchers, 
and Lloyd Parks. Day 2: 
Beenie Man, Baby Cham, 
Morgan Heritage, Richie 
Spice, Coco Tea, 
Christopher, and Splicer. For 
more information, call (718) 
325-JAMS or visit 
www.ticketmaster.com. 
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^7CARE S 

The Hurricane katrina Relief Project 




The victims of Hurricane Katrina still need your help. The effects of this 
natural disaster have displaced many lives by destroying important 
facets of the community. rebuilding these lives will take all of 

our continuous efforts 



VISIT V1BE.COM/VCARES TO LEARN MORE AND DONATE TO OUR CHARITY PARTNERS: 

Habitat for Humanity 
The Kuumba Academy 
The united Negro College Fund 



Every donation of $25 and over 
will receive a limited edition vcares t-shirt* 



Please donate today 



While supplies last 



EVERYONE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

VISIT VIBE.COM/VCARES FOR OUR LATEST EFFORTS— AN AUCTION FOR A 
CELEBRITY AUTOGRAPHED POOL TABLE FROM THE 2005 VIBE AWARDS 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 



Dress for Success 

It's about time somebody has gotten around to giving Allen Iverson his true 
props ["Decoded," by Robert "Scoop" Jackson, March 2006] . The writer was on 
the money when he described him as theJay-Z of American sports. Iverson has 
never failed to have the courage to be his own man, especially in the face of a 
basketball association that wants his chains removed and his personality tamed. 
Anybody can see that the man who crossed up Jordan his first year in the game, 
deserves to play with the world's finest and is destined to be (and already is) 
basketball's greatest. R. Butler, New York, N. Y 



If Allen Iverson wants to depict 
himself as who he is, that's fine 
and dandy, but I would make it 
clear to him that he shouldn't 
get mad when the NBA doesn't 
take him seriously. If I dress like 
a prostitute to class, I can't get 
mad if the professor assumes 
I'm sleazy. Allen, suit it up! 
Plus, the distinguished gentle- 
man look seems to be in. 

Katyn Jenius 
Houston, Texas 

Good looking out on having 
Allen Iverson on the cover. It 
was interesting to read about 
the man, the legend known as 
A.I. He has been through a lot 
in his life, and it's good to see us 
young black brothas making 
major paper regardless of our 
past. Much love to A.I. and 
VIBE for covering the dress 
code issue. 

Ola Patterson 
Chicago, III. 

I have to thank VIBE for the 
cover feature on my favorite 
NBA player, Allen Iverson. 
The article was very informa- 
tive and really captured A.I.'s 
ambition. He's truly gifted and 
deserves all of his success. I 
can't wait to see what The 
Answer does next. 

Sbarron Smith 
Upper Marlboro, Md. 



No magazine thoroughly cov- 
ers hip hop culture like VIBE. 
To cover the NBA dress code 
and put my home team's super- 
star, Allen Iverson, on the cover 
was a bold and beautiful move. 
And with the addition of the 
Goddess section, you have 
made yourself a true hip hop 
fan's favorite magazine. Y'all 
get better every month. 

Midknight 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Throwback Mountain 

Looking at "The Way We Wore" 
[March 2006], about hip hop's 
best and worst looks ever, 
brought back such great memo- 
ries. I will always love LL Cool J 
for the Kangol, and nobody can 
front because we all wanted the 
four finger rings and dookie 

SITTIN'ON THE 
DOCK OF THE BAY: 

Dwayneand Bia 
test the waters. 



chains. Hip hop was fly with 
doorknockers and ghetto gold 
way before the broads on Sex 
and the City. 

Shaquan Williams 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

War Zone 

I want to congratulate VIBE for 
being concerned about social 
problems that happen in the 
world. The article on the Paris 
riots ["Future Shock," by Eric 
Pape, March 2006] was very 
good. And the fashion section is 
the coolest in years. 

Emmanuel Duron 
Cuemavaca, Mexico 

Amid the glitz, glamour, 
and bling, what a pleasant 
surprise to see Eric Pape's 
article on Paris. Thank you for 



including such an enlightened 
and profound piece of journal- 
ism. I hope your readers did not 
skip this masterpiece. 

Bruce A. Andrews 
Orange, N.J. 

Cutthroat 

I'm really glad that you wrote 
an article about Gabriele Smith 
["The Harder They Fall," by 
Ethan Brown, March 2006] . 
She was wrong and irresponsi- 
ble. While she was out 
partying with Jay-Z and Beyon- 
ce, her whole operation fell 
apart. And worst of all, I 
believe she agreed to snitch on 
The Inc. just so she could get 
out of her own troubles. That's 
the lowest of the low. 

S.Byrd 
Nashville, Tenn. 
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MESSAGE BOARD 



YOUR TWO CENTS AND THEN SOME, HOT OFF THE SCREENS OF VIBE.COM. 

1 



Three 6 Mafia's Oscar win and performance at the 78th 
Annual Academy Awards was a topic of conversation for 
days after. Some thought they acted a fool, but others felt 
they were just excited. Here's what you had to say: 



All right, so Three 6's show wasn't the classiest performance 
anyone's ever seen, but you know what: The song deals with 
risky subject matter, and their show reflects it. Dem Memphis 
boys got up there and stayed true to themselves. That's 
what's good. 

DaStreet 



I'm from Memphis, and I've got to say I am never claiming my 
hometown again-not after Three 6 Mafia's performance. The 
whole interpretative dance thing just looked ridiculous. I'm 
ashamed and disgraced. 

Ms. Memphis 

I'm from Memphis, and I'm proud. Three 6 Mafia worked hard to 
get where they are, and I am not ashamed. They have never been 
nominated for more than a Source Award back in 2001. They got 
one of the most prestigious awards, and I respect them for that. 

nickiJ38 



VIBE.COM EXCLUSIVE 



NATE ROBINSON- 
LITTLE BIG MAN: 
When he won the 2006 Sprite Rising 
Stars Slam Dunk contest with a jam 
that demonstrated his unbelievable 
vertical leap and sent worldwide 
audiences into a frenzy, the New 
York Knicks' 5'9" Nate Robinson 
proved he's a force to be reckoned 
with. Check out vibe.com to find out 
why he's our pick. 




Our Bad 

In "The Guest List" of our April 2006 issue, we should have indicated that 
Randall Slavin photographed "VSpotlight," not the "Entourage" fashion 
spread, which was shot by Vincent Skeltis. 



WRITE TO VIBE & SEND YOUR PHOTOS 

Please send letters to VIBE MAIL, 215 Lexington Avenue. 6th Floor. New York. NY10016. 
or e-mail vibe0vibe.com. Send photos to vibe, Your Best Shot (same address). Or e-mail 
digital images at 300 dpi to vibe@vibe.com. Include your full name, address, and 
daytime phone number. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. All photos must 
include photographer's name and contact Information. Photos become the property 
of VIBE and will not be returned. 
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POWERED BY MIBB AND 



The music, fashion, and entertainment worlds are teeming with young and gifted individuals 
who are setting trends as well as new standards on how to do business. FORD FUSION and 
VIBE are proud to highlight a few folks who are putting the GROWN and SEXY in today's most 
prominent industries. 



THE ALL-NEW 

FUSION 



NAME: Funkmaster Flex 
GIG: Radio Personality 




His name is synonymous with Hip Hop and car customization. 

r over a decade, FunkMaster Flex has reigned as America's 
No. 1 Hip Hop radio personality, reaching more than 2 million 
listeners a week. When he's on the air, an estimated 10% of 
metropolitan New York radio listeners are tuned in to him. 
That's power. . . 

Flex is a true custom car fanatic. He founded Team Baurtwell, 
the highest-profile custom-car club around, which boasts such 
members as Shaquille O'Neal, musicians Busta Rhymes, Missy 
Elliott and Faith Evans. Thanks to Flex's knowledge of cars and 
his attention-drawing personality, Flex has aligned himself with 
some of the biggest companies in the game, from automotive 
giants to toy manufacturers. As if that weren't enough, Flex 
leads one of the industry's largest and most effective street 
marketing powerhouses — Franchise Marketing. 

Building on the runaway success of his hit series, Ride with 
FunkMaster Flex (now seen in seven countries outside the U.S.), 
Flex's empire of car customizing TV shows continues to grow. 



All Muscle with FunkMaster Flex is in its second season 
ESPN and features Flex customizing the cars of leading sports 
celebrities from the NBA, NFL, and Major League Baseball. 
Flex is also bringing his own style to a unique alternative rac- 
ing league, the FunkMaster Flex Super Series, which will debut 
on cable television soon. 

Flex is single-handedly reinventing American car culture for 
the new urban audience. Not only does he represent his own 
line of high-octane automotive accessories, but he also can be 
seen in his own ten-city Celebrity Car Show Tour, bringing the 
most exclusive and expensive rides to fans in cities as far-flung 
as Miami, Atlantic City, Daytona Beach and New York. 

Flex has an enormous presence among today's most desirable 
target audience — the urban music enthusiast. When he plays 
a record, it becomes a hit. When he sponsors an event, it sets 
attendance records. When he markets a product, people buy 
it. Credibility, tenacity and skill have taken Flex from DJ to 
cross-promotional wizard. Worth tuning in... 



Please visit www.grownandsexy.com to see the the 2006 all-new Ford Fusion. 
Check out the next month of VIBE to meet the next HOT IN THE GAME player 
and meet the winner of the Hot in the Game sweepstakes in the July issue of 

VIBE as they hang with a player in New York City. 
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fife** 21 rom Motown, The Stooges and the MC5, 
— to Eminem, Kid Rock and The White Stripes 
nothing compares to Detroit Rock City. Drawing 
on Detroit's rich musical history that continues 
to captivate the world the Motor City Music 
Conference (MC2) will bring music industry 
professionals, musicians, and music fans 
together for showcasing, networking, career 
development, media exposure, promotional 
opportunities and much more. Over 400 bands 
from around the world will showcase in 40+ 



Detroit venues over 4 nights. MC2 will also 
include 3 days of music industry/A&R panels, 
and a cutting edge music and lifestyle 
trade show. 

In 2005 some of MC2's showcasing artists 
included: Moby, The Black Keys, Trail of the 
Dead, Derrick May, Kevin Saunderson, Snoop 
Dog, The Game, Paul Westerberg, Bizarre and 
Proof (D12), The Detroit Cobras, The Dirt 
Bombs, Crud, Me Without You, The Paybacks, 



Paradime, Dirty Americans, Glen Tilbrook of 
Squeeze, and many more. 

Over 25 music industry panel discussions were 
led by well-known artists, label reps, managers, 
booking agents and radio programmers who 
talked about every aspect of the music industry. 
Topics included getting signed to a label, 
booking, licensing your music for television 
and film, new technology, how to get airplay 
and more. 



www.motorcitymusic.com 
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CHANNEL 955 | WJLB | FUEL DETROIT | RSIG | DE1X | DETROIT MUSIC AWARDS/MCMF | SONICBIDS | FULL THROTTLE TATTOO | MOTOR CITY MUSCLE 
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WHAT IF... 




TRICK DADDY WAS PRESIDENT 
GEORGE W. BUSH'S CHEF? 

VIBE uses some of the Miami rapper's 
lyrics to see how he might handle the 
cooking duties if he were in charge of 
the White House kitchen. 

> Congratulations on the new gig, Trick. 
How do you introduce yourself to your 
White House coworkers? 

I'm a of sneaky, of freaky, of geechy-ass nigga 
— collard green, neckbone-eatin'-ass nigga. 

> Got your official White House title yet? 

Call me the butcherman. I take my beef 
straight to the man. 

> Speaking of the man, there were rumors 
that the President may have fired one of 
the chefs for serving too many dishes with 
scallops. Any truth to that? 

Everybody know somebody that know some- 
body that know somethin' about it. 

> What is this, a government conspiracy? 
Or was it the First Lady that did the firing? 

Keep bitches out your game, get paid. Just 
remember and respect what the old girl said. 

> So no scallops for you! Anyway, what are 
you cooking up for the President then? 

Birds. You can get it flipped and served. 

> He likes chicken? 

You know, legs, wings, and short thighs. Eat 
'em up, beat 'em up, then switch sides. 

> What does the President say when he 
doesn't like a dish you've prepared? 

You don't do shit for me. See I don't need 
ya, I don't see ya, and I really wouldn't 
wanna be ya. 

> And what do you usually say back? 

I'll act a fool. You don't like how I'm livin'? 
Bitch, fuck you. 

> To the President of the United States?! 

I don't care who he is or where he from, I 
represent thug shit. Chris Yuscavage 
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10 THINGS I'VE LEARNED BY JUVENILE 



Don't get in the car unless you 
see paperwork. I got an auto 
theft charge 'cause a dude didn't 
tell me his car was stolen. 

I'll never let my manager send 
me on another blind date. MTV 
put me with Babs from Da Band, 
and it was embarrassing 'cause 
everybody thought she was 
my girlfriend. 

Guns rule the nation. When that 
chopper go off, niggas are 
scratching their knees up trying 
to run. 

Life goes on, man. So we just 
trying to make things happen 
that my dead homies and I 
were talking about when they 
was living. 

With Cash Money, it hurt to find 
out somebody you thought was 
a friend was really an enemy. 
But I went back at them with 
my lawyer. 

George W. Bush is the greatest 
hustler in the world. He put 
himself and his kids in the 
position to make billions for 
the rest of their lives. 

I been married for a while, and 
it's more "us" than "me," so you gotta 
get that out of your system. 



8 




You don't have to put your hands on 
these women to get charges. A girl in 
Mississippi took me to court, but I didn't 
slap her, somebody else slapped her, so 
of course I beat the charges. 



10 



Pay attention to your daddy. I didn't buy 
real estate when my dad told me to. and 
I would've made a couple million. 

Soulja Slim was a legend like Tupac. 
I always told him. Dog, you the best 
rapper I know. His mama is gonna be 
taken care of as long my heart is beating. 



SLANGUISTICS 




Stunners: n. pi. Oversize sunglasses, also 
known as stunner shades, that were popular- 
ized in the Bay Area by the late rapper Mac Dre. 
On "Tell Me When to Go," E-40 instructs his 
hyphy pupils to cover their eyes as he says, 
"Put your stunner shades on." Meanwhile, on 
"Go Dumb," fellow Bay crooner J. Valentine 
also rocks his shades as he sings, "Go dumb, 
dog, I'm hyphy / Got my white tee and my 
stunners on / Gold ones and I can't go wrong." 



Illustration by YOUNG-MIN YOON 
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BONNIE AND CLYDE - ON THE FLIP SIDE 
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STAND-UP GUV: 

Mooney's tangents 
crack Bobbito up. 




BOBBITO PLAYS THE TRACKS. PAUL MOONEY STA1 



Paul Mooney's comedy 
albums. Race and 
Master/Piece, were 
dumb funny, but there was a 
slant to his humor that really 
made me think. Paul was on 
that "Public Enemy" vibe, 
educating while entertaining. 
He's been doing it behind the 
scenes for decades, having 
written for Richard Pryor as 
well as classic TV shows like 
Good Times, SanfordandSon. 
and //) Living Color. But he's 
recently introduced himself 
to a whole new audience as 
a writer and actor on the 
monster hit series Chappelle's 
Show. Now I can't keep his new 
DVD. Analyzing White America. 
in my crib-'cause everyone 
keeps borrowing it! 



> Kanye West, feat. Lupe 

Fiasco-Touch the Sky" (2006) 
P: Kanye's the one who said that 
Bush doesn't like black folks. They 
did a survey, and 90 percent of 
white America said, "No. that's 
not true, he has a black girl- 
friend— Condoleezza! It's us that 
don't like black folks!" 



> Sly & the Family Stone- 

"Don't Call Me Nigger, Whire^ 
(1969) ,iifr 
P: I knew Sly very well. This 
reminds me of being Jttancer on 
the Dance Party USA TV show. I 
danced all over the world. When 
I got to Hollywood, people like 
Chubby Checker would say, "I 
know a dancer named Mooney, 
but a comedian?" 



B: i would imagine thanl^oo 
many songs in trie '70s used the 
N-word. . 
P: This song was boW. People were 
freaking out. Kids weren't saying it 
back then like they do now. 



mmortal Technique, feat. 

is Def-Vin Laden" (2005) 
See. this is why I love rap music. 
1 first time I heard rap. I loved 



:- The first time I heard rap. I love 

r J$ it. The youth took our language 
' ' am culture back. White people 



weriherrified of it, but they 
thought, if you can't beat 'em, join 
'em. That's why MTV is watching 
BET now. They saw the money in 
it, so now it's like they're black. 
God fixed them. They didn't want 
niggas to be in their neighbor- 
hood, now they got them in their 
house-they're little white kids, it's 
funny! It's like voodoo-l love it! 



> Larry Graham-"0ne in a 
Million You" (1980) 
P: It's takin' me back to my youth. 
I always thought black people 
have natural ability, but white 
people have to study and learn- 
and they're good little copycats. 
We have hearts because we are 
forgiving, loving, and caring, but 
white folks are harsh. Even on 
their own. they'll be like. "Oh. you 
love niggas too. Well then we're 
tearing up your white card." They 
did it to Teena Marie. She could 
sing her ass off. but 'cause she 
was with Rick James, they didn't 
give it up to her. 



DO THE LADIES RUN THIS MUTHA...? 





start the biz 




CELEBRATION: 

Patty Laurent gets the 
party started by... 



OBI 




1. Talking shop with an associate... 
2. Meeting with Jive Records exec Craig Davis to discuss upcoming album release parties... 

3. Heading to coloredge visual to put final touches on invitations... 
4. Reviewing past events she's done for Jive with Davis... 
5. Prepping for the night's event with client DJ Goldf inger. 



HAVE A PARTY 

event planner Patty Laurent is the mastermind 
behind exclusive events you can only get into if 
you're on TV or know somebody. 

The fun never stops for Patty Laurent. After starting out as a 
backup dancer and aspiring rapper, the 34-year-old CEO 
launched her first media company, X-Factah Inc., in 1998 to 
promote club parties and manage celebrity DJs like Goldfin- 
ger. After being inundated with requests to throw VIP soirees, 
she started a separate boutique event-planning company, 
Patty Laurent Signature, out of her Long Island, N.Y., home 
to handle strictly red-carpet and VIP events. Now she pulls in 
low- to mid-six figures a year making sure that big-time corpo- 
rate clients such as Defjam, Sony Music, and Jive are more 
than satisfied with their high-profile promotional events. 

> MY RESPONSIBILITIES: 

As the CEO, I am solely responsible for how the business is presented, 
structured, and run. Although most of my clientele come from refer- 
rals, there are times that I have to produce proposals or presenta- 
tions to secure a job. Once I've landed the client, I help come up with 
a theme, decide how the event will look, find a venue, pick out invita- 
tions, choose the DJ, and crunch budget numbers. 

>MY9-TO-5: 

I wake up at 6 a.m. to get my daughter ready for school and am out 
the door by 7. From 8 to 11 a.m., I check my e-mail and research the 
competition by looking at all the online party promotion Web sites. 
At 11, I'll walk to the gym. Even while working out, I still field calls for 
bookings. I'll return home around 1 p.m. and get back online. At this 
point, I'm simultaneously scheduling the DJs and crunching numbers 
for various budget proposals. When my daughter arrives home 
around 2:30, 1 help her with schoolwork while preparing for either a 
meeting or that evening's event. On those nights, around 6 p.m., I'll 
get dressed and head into Manhattan. Parties normally end at 4 a.m., 
so I'm back home by 5:30, just in time to wake my daughter for school 
and catch a few winks. 

> SKILLS NECESSARY: 

Stamina. You have to always be out at events, networking and know- 
ing what's hot. Also, be a great negotiator, have good trouble-shoot- 
ing skills, and be personable. 

> THE WORST PART OF MY JOB: 

Trying to stay within the budget. The client may want an open bar 
and food that ranges from $80 to $150 per person; DJs may cost from 
$500 to more than $3,500; decorations run about $1,000, and in 
some cases, there may be a room rental cost. And that's not including 
invitations, red carpet, and gift bags. So I've become very good at 
putting together an event that's budgeted for $10,000, but when you 
walk into the room, it looks like much more. 

> WHY IT'S ALL WORTH IT: 

When a party I put together gets really crowded, I'll go to the highest 
point in the room and look down. The feeling I get when I see people 
having a great time is what does it for me. 

> MY ADVICE ON GETTING IN THE GAME: 

It's a tough business. Prepare yourself for the disappointments, but 
have faith and perseverance. Also, invest in staying up-to-date with 
your communication tools. My BlackBerry is my bible. Mitzi Miller 
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I'M NOW A FIRM 
BELIEVER IN 
VEHICULAR 
REINCARNATION 



ALLSTATE* YOUR CHOICE AUTO INSURANCE-a whole new kind of car insurance 




NEW CAR REPLACEMENT 



If your new car is totaled within the first three years, 
you can get a brand new car. Not just the depreciated value. 
And though that isn't technically reincarnation, 
it is the next best thing. 



It's time to make your world a better place to drive. That's Allstate's stand. 





Call your local Allstate agent or 

1-888-ALLSTATE 
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/instate 

You're in good hands. 



Feature is optional and subject to terms, conditions and availability. Patent Pending. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company 
and Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2006 Allstate Insurance Company. 
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BACK LIKE THAT 

Black Sheep is getting its second 
wind, but dres is promoting a 
united community as much as he is 
the new album. 



Last seen crumpling images of crack smokers, 
gun clappers, and the elder President Bush in 
Black Sheep's classic video "The Choice Is 
Yours, " Dres is back on the scene, crispy and 
clean. It's been more than 15 years since the 
wordsmith Andres Titus, 36, joined forces with 
the DJ prodigy William McLean (once known as 
Shorty Doo Wop, later rechristened Mista 
Lawnge) to kick phonetics and kinetics with the 
Native Tongues clique. Lawnge initially got 
down with DJ Red Alert and later went on to do 
the scratches on De La Soul's "Buddy, " plus he 
helped concoct early A Tribe Called Quest beats. 
After Dres pawned his Gucci link to finance their 
first demo, they released their debut, A Wolf in 
Sheep's Clothing, in 1991, meshing energetic, 
erudite flows with rich production, and moved 
close to a million copies. Unfortunately, they 
dropped off the rap radar shortly after. Now 
coming full circle from blowing up to breaking 
up, Dres and Lawnge have reunited with the 
forthcoming album 8WM/Novakane. 
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■ remember when Kool G Rap dropped "fakers Island" I was on Rikers Island. I used 
I to husde this, that, and the other, so I did, like, n months there, and then 10 months 
I in a halfway house. It was back before metal detectors, and on C-74, the adolescents 
were wild— cats cut every day, three, four times. It was beyond words. Fortunately, I 
had a little bit of love. I used to read and write letters for cats because they couldn't. 
But it also gave me the mentality like, What am I doing here? 

So when A Wolf in Sheep's Clothingcame along, I really didn't want you to know that 
I hustled or was just coming from jail, because it's nothing to glorify. That's my real beef 
with a lot of these cats. They just say, "I got diamonds." At the end of the day, nobody's 
going to remember Jay-Z for his car. They're going to remember that their daughter 
went to school on a Jay-Z scholarship. And it probably cost less than that pinky ring. 
That's how you shine. And those are the things that last for generations. 

"Nobody's going to remember Jay-Z for his car. They're 
going to remember that their daughter went to school 
on a Jay-Z scholarship." 

I'm not mad at cats, 'cause I come from the same place they do, and I've made the 
same mistakes. But the money's a little different now. Whereas we might' ve been able to 
buy our own cars, these cats can buy their own jets. I like nice things, too, but just keep it 
in perspective. We're at a point where we don't need the government to do shit for us. 
We've got hundreds of millionaires in hip hop now. So everybody could give up $30,000 
that they'd spend for a watch and put it in the pot. That wouldn't mean nothing to a lot 
of us. And every year, somebody's 'hood gets a community center, or maybe we can even 
give ourselves health care. On the real, we've got bigger fish to fry. Those are the progres- 
sions that I think we can make as a culture, if we could just look at it from a different 
perspective, as opposed to "I'm the man." RobKcnner 
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MINUTES WITH 
REGINA HALL 

This rising star remains down-to-earth 
even as she goes into orbit. 



Regina Hall could've ended up writing for this magazine rather than gracing its 
pages, given that she studied English at Fordham University and got a master's 
degree in journalism from New York University. Doing commercials while attend- 
ing school, however, convinced her to try her hand at acting. After landing a 
recurring role on Ally McBeal, the 30-year-old Washington, D.C., native played a 
drug lord's girlfriend in Paid in Full, a confused white boy's object of affection in 
Mali bus Most Wanted, and Ed Norton's wife in a remake of The Honeymooners. 
Hall will be reprising her role as Brenda in Scary Movie 4 on April 14. 

If money didn't matter, what would you do with your life? I'd work with 
troubled teenage girls in the inner city. 

What's the biggest misconception about you? That I'm ugly-because people 
are always like, "Oh, you're cute in person." 
Beauty or brains? Brains. Beauty fades. 

What is your weapon of choice? Humor. If you can make someone laugh, you 
can get their guard down. 

Who was your first celebrity crush? Prince in Purple Rain. I saw it five times. 
What's your family's nickname for you? Dogface. My older brothers never 
wanted me to get ahead of myself, so it was always like, "Come here, Dogface." 
What's the fastest way to pick a fight with you? Talk about my mama. 
What's the last book you read? The Mastery of Love, by Don Miguel Ruiz. 
Name one thing that scares you. I'm emetophobic. I'm afraid of throw-up. 
What is the biggest mistake you've ever made? In '94, 1 saw my father and 
gave him a kiss and said, "Goodbye." Shortly after that, he had a sudden stroke 
and died. I don't feel like it was a mistake, but I wish I had the moment again. 
Who would you cast to play you in a movie about your life? Taraji P. Henson, 
because she's a D.C. homegirl, and she's talented. 
If you ran for president of the United States, who would be your running 
mate? Bill Gates, because we'd get along nice and have a real rich campaign 
[laughs]. 



What is your most embarrassing guilty pleasure? I watch Grease whenever it comes on television. 



Who was your favorite TV mom? Florida Evans from Good Times. She held it 
down even after James died. 

If you could tell one person to shut up, who would it be? My oldest brother, 
Odie. He thinks he knows everything. 

Who would you die for? My mommy, because she would die for me. 
Name one celebrity with whom you would never procreate under any 
circumstance. Al Sharpton, because of the perm. 
Have you ever been mistaken for another celebrity? Sanaa Lathan. 
Name one sex act you would never perform if you were the opposite sex. 
No anal. 

Would you ever pose for Playboy? I don't think so, because I've never had a 
desire to do that. 

When was the last time you cried? When I was home in D.C. for the holidays, 
and I had to come back to L.A. 

What's the greatest personal tragedy you ever experienced? Losing my dad. 
Complete this sentence. "By this time next year..." I hope I'm living in my 
house. It's undergoing renovations, and it's taking a long time. Toshitaka Kondo 
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CRIME DOESN'T PAY 



A common perception in hip hop is that going to jail can be a good career move. But these artists prove rap sheets 
should be reserved for the booth if you want your records to sell. 







LI L' KIM 

With scanty clothing and the cachet that comes with having what 
many consider a classic album. Hard Core, UF Kim was one of the 
few female rappers whose consistent platinum sales showed that 
she could play with the big boys. 

Pre-lockdown releases: Hard Core (1.4 million); Notorious K.I.U. (1.4 
million); and La Bella Mafia (1.1 million) 
scandal: Found guilty of perjury and sentenced to 366 days in a 
federal penitentiary for allegedly lying about her associates' 
involvement in a shootout outside New York's Hot 97 studios in 
February 2001. 

Post-lockdown release: The Naked Truth, September 27, 2005 
(333,000 sold to date) 

Aftermath: Even after dropping the heater "Lighters Up," Lil' Kim's 
sales ended up doing time in the hole. 

CASSIDY 

The neophyte called up R. Kelly for his first single, "Hotel," and 
followed up with "Get No Better," carving out a place as a new, 
young heartthrob, despite a somewhat uneven debut. 
Pre-lockdown release: Split Personality (420,000) 
Scandal: Found guilty of involuntary manslaughter and sentenced 
to up to 23 months in prison for his involvement in a shooting 
incident in April 2005 that resulted in the death of a man. 
Post-lockdown release: I'maHustla, June 28, 2005 (257,000 sold 
to date) 

Aftermath: Even with "I'm a Hustla" becoming a bona fide 2005 
street anthem, troubles with the law made the album come and go 
without much noise. 

SHYNE 

Bad Boy may have won the bidding war to sign the young upstart, 
but Po had to work hard to shed his image as a Biggie soundalike. 
Thankfully, he took the streets by storm with "Bad Boyz" and 
"Bonnie 8 Shyne," dropping a respectable hard-core debut at a 
time when Diddy badly needed the credibility. 
Pre-lockdown release: Shyne (952,000) 
Scandal: Found guilty of gun possession and sentenced to 10 years 
in prison for the now infamous shooting incident at Club New York 
in December 1999 in which three people were wounded. 
Post-lockdown release: Godfather Buried Alive, August 29, 2004 
(448,000 sold to date) 

Aftermath: Unable to record anything new except for the 50 Cent 
dis track "For the Record." Much of his material sounded dated and 
didn't live up to the hype of his reported multimillion-dollar 
venture with Def Jam to release the 2004 album. 

BEANIE SIGEL 

Fresh off the streets of Philadelphia, Beanie Sigel's greasy talk 
gave Jay-Z the room to get his "grown and sexy" on and add 
another building block to the Roc-A-Fella dynasty. 
Pre-lockdown releases: The Truth (675,000) and The Reason 
(569,000) 

Scandal: Pleaded guilty to gun and drug-possession charges and 
sentenced to one year in prison for an incident in April 2003 in 
which police caught him with a handgun, a variety of prescription 
narcotics, and a small bag of weed. 

Post-lockdown release: The B.Coming, March 29, 2005 (399,000 
sold to date) 

Aftermath: Despite making the most consistent album of his 
career and filming seven videos before he was shipped off, being 
behind bars prevented him from properly promoting his album. 

lozen Cummings 
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NBABALLERS.COM 




For the first time ever in an NBA game, step off the 
court to explore Los Angeles and choose your path to 
stardom as the s l draft pick or entrepreneur. 



The exciting NBA Bailers action is back with all new 
game modes, brand new luxury courts, and the most 
insane blacktop moves. 



All-new 2 on 2 gameplay allows you to pick a partner 
from the best players in the NBA and pair up with a 
teammate to take it to the online courts. 
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INFORMANT 



The 411 on entertainment and culture news. 



FAMILY MATTERS 

Eminem remarried his former ex-wife, Kim 
Mathers, on January 14, one month after the 
couple announced they were back together. 



MUSIC 

Nas has reportedly reached 
a deal involving a venture 
between Def Jam and Sony 
Music for his next two 
releases.... Rapper Ice 
Cube will return with a 
new independent album, 
featuring guest appear- 
ances from Snoop Dogg 
and Lil Jon.... Rapper 
DMX has left Def Jam and 
signed with Sony Music... 
A Bobby Brown-included 
New Edition reunion is 
underway and is slated to 
begin touring in 2008. 



TELEVISION 

Former Sony Music chairman/CEO Tommy Mottola has optioned the 
rights to make a television series based on the book Queens Reigns 
Supreme: Fat Cat, 50 Cent, and the Rise of the Hip-Hop Hustler, written 
by VIBE contributor Ethan Brown.... UPN has plans to develop a series 
based on the early years of Alicia Keys's life.... The ever-popular TV 
series American Idol will begin airing syndicated one-hour versions of 
the show in September with never-before-seen footage and behind-the- 
scenes details. 




FILM 

Former Pharcyde member and producer J Swift will be the subject of a 
new documentary that shows him overcoming homelessness and crack 
addiction.... The Cannes Film Festival International Critics' Week has 
teamed with U.S.- and Paris-based multimedia company Punch 
Media in hopes of bringing in more diverse films.... For- 
mer Hollywood nemeses Samuel L. Jackson and 50 
Cent have made peace and are in final negotiations 
to costar in Home of the Brave, a film about soldiers 
attempting to readjust to civilian life after returning 
home from Iraq.... 




CRIME & PUNISHMENT 

Juvenile was arrested in Ocala, Fla., on a war- 
rant related to a child support case.... UK hip 
hop artist Ms. Dynamite was arrested for 
assaulting an officer after she allegedly 
kicked the door of a west London nightclub 
and punched a police officer in the face.... 
Mystikal was given an additional year in 
prison for failure to pay $271,000 in taxes; 
it will be served concurrently with his 
present stint of six years stemming from 
a 2003 sexual battery conviction. 

Mystikal 




LAWSUITS 

The Notorious B.i.G.'s estate was awarded $1.1 
million in a lawsuit filed against the city 
of Los Angeles for intentionally with- 
holding evidence about the rapper's 
1997 slaying.... On January 17, 
Laurence Fishburne's former 
personal assistant filed a lawsuit 
alleging that she was fired because 
the actor 
disapproved of 
her being single 
and pregnant.... 
On January U, the 
New York court of 
appeals tossed out former ( 
Bad Boy Entertainment 
president Kirk Burrowes's suit 
against Sean Combs, which had 
accused Diddy of physically threat- 
ening Burrowes to give up his 
stake in the company.... The 
former manager of 2 Live 
Crew, Joe Weinberger, 
reportedly sued 50 Cent 
for copyright infringement 
in mid-January in Miami, 
charging the rapper with 
stealing lyrics from Luke 
for the hit "In da Club." Camp- 
bell said he has nothing to 
do with the lawsuit. 



Laurence Fishburne 
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DEATHS 

Producer Jay Dee, aka J 

Dilla (ne James Yancey), 
32, of cardiac arrest, 
February 10, in Los 
Angeles.... Latin jazz 
conguero Ray Barretto, 
76, of unspecified causes 
after quadruple bypass 
surgery and being treated 
for pneumonia, February 
17, in New Jersey. 



PAUSE FOR THE CAUSE 

> ALICIA KEYS'S KEEP A CHILD ALIVE ORGANIZATION 
The AIDS virus has proven cataclysmic to Africa, however, Alicia Keys's Keep A 
Child Alive is working hard to help weather the storm. In 2002, Alive opened a 
family care clinic in Kenya and provided 60 patients with lifesaving antiretroviral 
drugs. Since then, it has expanded, funding clinics and orphanages in Uganda. 
Rwanda, Ethiopia, and South Africa, while boosting the number of patients it's 
treating to 1,300. "With more than 25 million already dead, this emergency is one 
we must all get behind." says founder/president Leigh 8lake. 

Aoena Agyeman-Fisher 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 

call (718) 965-1111 or go to 
keepachildalive.org. 
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FOR WHAT IT'S WORTH 



APPRAISING POP LIFE IN DOLLARS 
AND SENSE. 



THE LOWDOWN ON THE DOWN LOW 



VIBE CONFIDENTIAL 



PICTURE PAC GLOWING The 
popular wax museum Madame 
Tussaud's of Las Vegas has 
unveiled its statue of Tupac 
Shakur. The wax figure of Shakur is 
shirtless with tattoos and a bandanna. 
Adrian Jones, the museum's general 
manager, has said there were more 
requests for a statue of the hip hop 
icon than any other rapper. 



FAST LIFE The wife Of DMX, 
Tashera Simmons, has been 
charged with speeding, driving an 
unregistered vehicle, and not 
using child restraints for the four 
children in the car. State police said 
they pulled her over after they clocked 
her doing 106 mph on Interstate 684 in 
North Castle, N.Y. At least she wasn't 
smoking crack. 
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CHAIN REACTION Saigon was 

stabbed in the temple during an 
altercation with two men, one of 
whom was allegedly attempting to 
steal his $18,000 chain, outside a 
Manhattan diner in January. He was 
given a blood transfusion and released 
from the hospital the next day. 
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CRY HIM A RIVER "I don't want the 
money, I don't want the drama. I just 
want to do my show," Dave Chap- 
pelle said on The Oprah Winfrey 
Show, his first TV interview since 
abandoning the set of Chappelle's 
Show in the middle of filming its 
third season last year. 
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THE BIG PAYBACK After their 
relationship ended on a sour note, 
with Nick Cannon reportedly 
admitting he did her wrong, 
Christina Milian will supposedly have 
a dis song directed at her ex-boyfriend 
on her new album. 



SAY HIS NAME R. Kelly, who penned 
Trapped in the Closet," a 12-part audio 
soap opera in which he sang the 
role of every character, announced 
that in addition to aliases such as 
Kelts, the R, and the Pied Piper, he 
can also be called Mr. Show Biz. 





UVIN' ON THE EDGE: Remy Ma attempts a one-woman coup. 



It's spring again ... or damn near summer, 
dear VC friends and VC family. And for so 
many of us, that means the ripe time of year 
for sloughing off that steady boy or girl that 
you cuddled during the cold months. . .and 
freeing oneself for a fresh new dalliance. 
Nothing like a new crush to tote alongside 
your new Dior Gaucho, mats nont. . . 

SMACK MY CHICK UP 

Now, speaking of steamy spring affairs, VC 
hears some dish so spicy it's best left as a 
"blind item" for you to guess about. 
Allegedly, there is a huge, megawatt mogul 
who is having a "fashionable" affair with 
his fancy-titled but underpaid employee. 
Now, this interracial couple works hard, 
parties harder. . .and unfortunately, per a 
source, argues, at times, hardest— leaving 
black-and-blue marks to show for it. But 
evidently, it's nothing that diamonds can't 
mend. Can you spot the affair's influence 
on an important ad campaign?. . . 

HON IN THECHAMBER 
VC has been noticing a disturbing trend in 
hip hop's never-ending beef sagas: Girl- 
friends and baby mamas are now the most 
precious ammo in a rhyme fight. Take 50 
Cent lyrically dangling a possible past affair 



with Mya over poor Game's head (the 
Game was recently supposedly dating the 
Ghetto Supastar singer, too). And then, in 
another clearly strategic move, 50 has 
allegedly reached out to an aspiring author 
by the name of Carmen Bryan. Yes, the 
same Carmen who had a baby by Nas and 
was infamously involved with Jay-Z as well. 
Perhaps 50 was moved by the not very 
flattering peeks into his nemesis Nas's 
private life? Perhaps he is secretly hoping to 
publish a book as another subliminal stab 
at Jay-Z? Or, at the very least, maybe 50 sees 
the Superhead-sized sales potential. ... 

BROKEN SILENCE 

Just when it looked like we could finally 
enjoy a female rapper without giving her a 
gender handicap, VC hears that, after years 
of playing the good Terror Squad soldier, 
Remy Ma has decided to air out her griev- 
ances against the Squad Don, Fat Joe. 
Remy says that her "mentor" did nothing 
for her album, did nothing when her face 
was cut, and didn't pay her properly. 
Another surprising accusation was Remy 
saying she's been writing Joe's rhymes. 
Hmmm, sounds like biting the hand that 
feeds you. . . . But let's keep that on the 
hush-hush and strictly on the QT 
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ISN'T WHAT IT WAS BACK IN THE DAY. 



NOW PLAQUE HIDES AND I CAN'T FIND IT. 
THE DENTIST'S ADVICE: SWITCH TO COLGATE TOTA 

Only COLGATE TOTAL* gives me 12 hour protection against a full range of 
oral health problems, including plague. It even gets up in the tight spaces and places 
between my teeth. COLGATE TOTAL* is clinically proven to reduce plague by up to 
98%. I'm cool with that. The dentist said my plaque is gone. 
And so are my days of hide and seek. 





COMPLETE 12 HOUR PROTECTION 
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SPRING FLINGS 



L Bridging the gap: nas and jay-z exchange 
a handshake just before their interview with 

in New York City. 

2. Three men and a baby? snoop 

DOGG, DAVE CHAPPELLE (we See 

you back there, bro!), and 
kamal hover over bushwick bill at the Roots 3rd Annual Jam 
Session in West Hollywood, Calif. 

3. Raise your hands if you're sure: taraji p. henson wraps her arms 
around Smokin'Aces costar jeremy piven and director JOE 
carnahan at the Roots Jam Session. 

4. No, they're not vandalizing Alicia Keys's piano: Michelle 
Williams and kelly Rowland, backstage at the 
Grammys, participate in a fund-raising piano signing. 

5. the game didn't have Mya on the brain when he cozied up with 
branoy at a Pre-Grammy dinner at West Hollywood's Boa Steakhouse. 

6. swizz beatz is feeling that January joy, dancing with wife 
mashonda during her birthday bash at New York's Cain nightclub. 

7. Don't touch it: busta rhymes holds his bling tight at a taping for 
BET's 106 & Park. 

8. Could they star in a hip hop Rocky flick? tweet and zab judah at 
the Southern hummingbird's birthday party. 

9. Smile fo' me, daddy: 



smiles and 
MTV's Sway 



NELLY, NAS, and diddy test out grillz-hiding 
strategies at the after-party for the launch 
of Diddy's Unforgivable cologne at Stereo in 
New York City. 

10. Ain't nobody worryin': anthony 
Hamilton and michael ealy backstage 
at Hamilton's show at Manhattan's 
Canal Room. 

u. dmx (aka Mr. "One Love Boomer") 
babies his pooch during a press conference 
announcing his signing to Sony Urban. 
12. Tower Of Power: KIMORA LEE SIMMONS 
soaks up the media spotlight at her Baby 
Phat fashion show in New York City. 
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The all-new 2007 Dodge Caliber. 

Respect the drive. Respect what's inside. 

Chill Zone™ 
Reclining rear seats 
MusicGate Power™ 



MP3 ready grab life by the horns \^J$J 

DOOM 

Visitdodge.com _____ 
orcall800-4ADODGE. — — HUHI uM buckuup 




DROPPIN' DIME 

1 



VIBE's guide to 
the 10 THINGS 
you need to know 
about this month. 



FLY LOUNGE 

Modeled after the 
passenger cabin 
of an airplane, 
this D.C. hotspot 
has recently 
taken off. lily 
loungedc.com) 
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ATMOS NYC 

BAPE ain't the only one kicking 
game. With a sneaker shop in 
Harlem and upcoming collaborations 
with Nike. LRG, and the Hundreds. 
Atmos is the new Japanese kid on 
the block, iatmos-tokyo.com) 
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X-OOM MUSIC ON PSP 

Use this software to connect your 
PSP to more than 6,000 Internet 
radio stations and record up to 20 
streams as MP3s. Without it, you're 
playing yourself. ($30; x-oom.us) 
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UNDR-CRWN 

Pop tags while you're 
poppin' jumpers in 
this brand of tees. 
($30-$150; 
undr-crwn.com) 




ALIZE 

Your favorite thug's 
favorite drink gets a 
makeover. Celebrate Alize's 
20th anniversary with the 
Passion-tini.amore 
sophisticated way to get 
down. ($6-$22; alize.com) 

2 oz. Alize Red Passion 
1 oz. premium vodka 
loz. cranberry juice 

Blend ingredients with 
ice. Strain into a 
martini glass. Garnish 
with lime. 



RUNWAY IRON 

Straight up, this 
will straighten out 
all kinds of hairy 
situations. ($400: 
fhiheat.com) 





GETTING OPEN: THE 
UNKNOWN STORY OF BILL 
GARRETT AND THE INTEGRATION 
OF COLLEGE BASKETBALL 

"Garrett listened to Joe Louis fights on the 
radio, went to Negro League baseball 
games...and read the buzz about Jackie 
Robinson...without anticipating its signifi- 
cance. But studies and competitive sports 
beyond high school all seemed far away, part 
of another world to which Garrett did not 
belong."-Authors 7om Graham and Rachel Graham Cody on Bill 
Garrett, the first African-American to play college basketball in the 
Big Ten Conference. ($24; Atria Books) 



VONGO 

Download your choice of more than 850 flicks on up to 
three different devices-including your PC, laptop, or 
portable media player. Getting 'em to play on the head- 
rest? That's your problem. ($10/month for unlimited 
downloads; vongo.com) 




WASSUP ROCKERS 

Larry Clark, director of the 
cult hits Kids and Bully, 
follows a pack of punk-rock 
Latino skaters who trek 
from their homes in South 
Central L.A. to Beverly Hills 
only to discover that the 
glamourous life ain't as 
picture perfect as it seems. 
(Opens June 30) 
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DA A AM N! 



FROM BURGER KING' IS A SWEET THING. 

Seize the day, with savory sausage, egg and cheese, on cinnamon French toast. Ooh la la! 
Available during breakfast hours only, at participating restaurants. 



HAVE IT YOUR WAY® 




GOT IT FOR 
CHEAP: 

Can coppin' from 
cops save you 
dough? 




Ask Miss Info 

The Hot 97 New York radio personality, talking head, and all-around know- 
it-all answers your questions about anything and everything. Hit her up at 
miss.info@vibe.com, and she just may save your ass. 

I read about crime lords getting busted, and I wonder, what 
happens to all the whips, furs, and expensive gadgets confiscated 
by the cops? Can I really buy a bargain Bentley at a police auction? 

In theory, yes, you could bid on some hustler's favorite Jag, but in reality, most police auctions involve the 
same kind of junk you'd find at your neighbor's garage sale. According to Sgt. Luke Laterza of the Newark 
Police Property and Procurement Department, criminals can give power of attorney to a relative so they can 
recoup their prized possessions. And even if there was, say, a stolen Ferrari left unclaimed, trust that you'd 
be bidding against a bunch of savvy car dealers. But it can't hurt to check out a police auction site like 
propertyroom.com. If you're in the market for a $264 gold nugget bracelet, a $530 Gibson guitar, or even 
a third of an acre of golfing land in Pennsylvania for $750, then one man's loss could be your win! 



Is it okay for guys to rock 
sandals? I don't want to wear 
Timbs all summer, but I'm not 
try i n' to get dissed for sus- 
pect footwear either. Can you 
break down the rules for me? 

I feel your pain, homie. Now is 
a confusing time for tender toes 
aching to break free from the 
shackles of their Timbs and Air 
Force Ones. When Cam'Ron 
ridiculed Hova's chancletas, he 
also decreed that sandals (aka 
slides, slippers, or house shoes) 
were only acceptable when 
worn with socks and shorts. But 
according to my boy N.O.R.E., no 
matter how you wear them, 
slippers are the original thug 
footwear. "I did three-and-a-half 
years in jail, and there, slippers 
are the number one thing," he 
says. "See, only shoes that cost 
less than $50 are allowed in jail, 
so you rock some Fila slippers, 
and you'll still be stylish." So 
unless you're an Uptown cat, go 
ahead and air them dogs out, 
but please remember to clip 
your toenails. 

Now that it's getting warmer, 
I'm amped to wear my 
miniskirts, bikinis, and 
bustiers. Hey, I love showing 
off my body! But when I 
shave, I get dark marks and 
bumps from ingrown hairs. 
Help! 

Well, lucky for you, I've tried 
everything from waxing to 
threading. If neither of these 
has worked, your best bet is 
permanent laser hair removal. 
According to Cindy Barshop, 
owner of the Completely Bare 
spa chain {completelybare.com). 
"Lasers bypass your skin and 
only zap the hair root, destroy- 
ing it and preventing future 
ingrown hairs." I'll tell you first- 
hand, the laser stings-picture a 
rubber band snapping on your 
skin-but if you've lived through 
a Brazilian bikini wax, you can 
handle this. Just make sure you 
find an experienced dermatolo- 
gist who knows that lasers like 
the Nd:YAG are better suited for 
darker skin tones. You'll have to 
invest time (three to six visits) 
and money ($200 per session), 
but isn't banishing that bikini- 
line braille well worth it? 
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COME SHOP WITH ME 



CRIB NOTES 

keyshia cole cops furniture for her new Atlanta digs. 



■ bought a condo in Atlanta recently. At first, 
I I was gonna buy a house, but that's a big 
I commitment, and it's not like I'm gonna be up 
there all the time 'cause I'm always traveling. It's 
a two-bedroom in this new complex-l think I 
may have been the first person to buy there. 
They have all these services-they even walk 
your dog for you! 

I've spent so much on furniture, and I have 
no idea where anything is 'cause the longest I've 
been there is probably like two or three hours at 
a time. I haven't even spent a night there yet, so 
when I finally get back to Atlanta, I need to put 
things in there my way. 

I want the feel of the place to be modern. My 



manager took me to this spot, Underpriced 
Furniture, and I bought my whole bedroom set, 
my couch, my dining set, and these two end 
tables that go on the sides of the couch. I just 
wanted to make sure I had the basics. I also 
bought some mirrors to put in the living room, 
all along the walls, and I have two nice plants 
that I want to go behind the couch. 

Whenever I go shopping, I'll have an idea in 
my head of what I want everything to look like, 
so I'll know right away if something I see is what 
I want. Like, I had seen the dining set there 
before, and I knew I wanted it. Pretty much all 
the furniture in the place is wood, so I wanted a 
wood table. And there's lots of green and brown, 




so I wanted it to match. There's a green wall by 
my bedroom, and there's a little green in the 
kitchen, so the dining room set has a little green. 
The upholstery on the chairs has these details— 
they look like flowers or something-and they're 
a deep green color. 

That same day, I also went to this electron- 
ics store and got two plasma TVs: one is a 42- 
inch, and the other is a 50-inch Panasonic. I'm 
putting one in my living room, and the bigger 
one's gonna go in my bedroom. I can spend. I 
definitely got a problem with spending...before I 
get it! How's that Kanye West song go? "We all 
self-conscious, I'm just the first to admit it!" 
Yeah, that's right. As told to Celia San Miguel 
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< When I wanna move 
m ixtapes, I head to 
these Houston spots: 

• Music Depot 

• Acres Homes ("Every- 
body's from around 
there-Paul wall, Mike 
Jones, me.") 

• Harlem Knights 2000 



> If I wasn't 
rapping, I'd 
be in: 

• Advertising 
("I could see 
myself 
making up 
jingles for 
commer- 
cials.") 

• Basketball 

• Real estate 




YA HEARD?! 

Chamllllonaire's 
ready for war. 



CHAMILLIONAIRE 

The Sound of Revenge has already hit to the tune of solid gold. Not bad for a dude 
once written off as more bark than bite. Here's how this Houston star stays shining. 




< I got bars and 
hooks, but 
these rappers 
can also carry 
a tune: 

• 50 Cent 

• Bone Thugs- 
N-Harmony 

• PimpCCl 
heard him 
singin', and 
I was sur- 
prised.") 



> I'm a college 
dropout like Kanye, 
but I miss: 

• The power of 
learning 

• Student cama- 
raderie 

• Fraternity parties 
("I wasn't in one, but 
they always had 
something going on.") 




> I root for these 
bad guys: 

• Deebo from Friday 
("He's in my video.") 

• The agents from 
The Matrix 

• Denzel Washington 
in Training Day 




> Super Mario Bros, 
gave me my nickname 
(Koopa), but my 
favorite '80s video 
games are: 

• Pac-Man ("I like the 
basics.") 

• The Legend of Zelda 

• Donkey Kong 





< I never leave 
home without my: 

• Grill ("The rest of 
my jewelry I don't 
really wear.") 

• Visa card 

• Do-rag 



> When I'm in the 
air, I'm: 

• Listening to music 
on my iPod 

• Drinking Red Bull 

• Writing lyrics on 
my two-way ("I try to 
stay productive.") 
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< if I've got 
downtime, you'll 
catch me reading: 

• Hip hop maga- 
zines 

'All You Need to 
Know About the 
Music Business 
("I'm always 
studying up.") 

• Car magazines 





> If it's late and I'm 
hungry, I'm craving: 

• Cocoa Puffs ("I could 
eat cereal all day.") 

• waffle House 
•IHOP 




> People got me confused, 
thinking: 

• I'm beefing with everybody 

• I'm arrogant ("I'm just a 
young, humble entertainer 
who's trying to take care of 
his family.") 

• I'm mean 

Reporting by 
Brendan Frederick 



< When I wanna go 
low profile, I blend 
into the crowd with: 

• Illegal tints ("I might 
get some tickets every 
now and then, but I ride 
with them every day.") 

• No jewelry 

• Rocking hoodies in the 
summer ("A trip to the 
mailbox is like, Damn'. 
They're following me 
and everything.") 




Scentimental 

When you smell good, you attract new friends and encourage the old ones to stay around. Show everyone you care 
by trying these new fragrances this summer. 



If BODY 




WOMEN'S: 
Miss Diorcherie is a new 

spin on the classic Miss Dior 
fragrance. It combines notes of 
strawberry leaves, violette. and 
pink jasmine for a playful scent 
($85 for 3.4 oz.: saksfifth 
avenue.com). 

Armani Code for women 
sparkles with a combination of 
Tunisian orange blossoms and 
Sambac jasmine from India 
($53 for 1.7 oz.; giorgio 
armani.com). 

st i la Jade Blossom is a 
sweet fragrance mixing green 
tea. cucumber, and lemon 
verbena ($50 for 1.7 oz.; 
sephora.com). 

MEN'S: 
Marc Jacobs Men is a 

luxurious scent using green 
woodsy notes and Italian 
bergamot ($64 for 4.2 oz.: 
macys.com). 

Nautica Voyage evokes the 
wind and sea with its green leaf 
and apple notes, creating a 
light, casual fragrance 
($58 for 3.4 oz.; nautica 
fragrance.com). 

Sean John Unforgivable is 
a fabulous blend of mandarin. 
Italian bergamot, and sparkling 
champagne ($55 for 2.5 oz.; 
sephora.com). 

Eternity Summer is a 
soothing mix of pink pomelo 
and a light blend of sandalwood 
and sage. ($50 for 3.4 oz.; 
macys.com). 

Angel Men by Thierry 
Mugler is a bold scent that 
offers musky and fiery notes 
($74 for 3.4 oz.; saksfifth 
avenue.com). 

Kenneth Cole Signature 
is a long-lasting woodsy 
fragrance that combines 
espresso bean, patchouli, and 
water lily ($49 for 1.7 oz.; 
macys.com). 

Everlast Original 1910 is a 
masculine scent that combines 
musk. mint, and geranium ($48 
for 3.3 oz.: macys.com). 

Rajni Lucienne Jacques 
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Call us shallow, 
gentlemen, but we 

think THE RIGHT BAG 

can help you land 
that big client or snag 
a coveted account. 
Whether you prefer 
a casual or sophisti- 
cated style, handle 
your business with 
one of these. 



L. Y-3 black Kuroi shopper ($310; y-3.com). 2. Ro brown leather compcase ($290; 212-477-1595). s. Salvatore Ferragamo taupe fabric document bag ($1,050; 
lerragamo.com). 4. Jack Spade tweed laptop cover ($175; iackspade.com). t, Wilsons Leather portfolio bag ($40: wilsonsleather.com). 6. Hobo black Gramercy bag ($54: 
noboftags.com). 7. Eddie Bauer lime green canvas tote ($55; eddiebauer.com). 8. Louis Vuitton briefcase ($2,920; 866-VUITTON). 9. Coach BlackBerry cases in black and 
doe ($98; coach.com). 10. VSL dark brown Muse briefcase ($1,295: ysl.com). U. Wilsons Leather brown organizer briefcase ($130: wilsonsleather.com). 
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boxarella: the narrow strips of qoagujated cardboard 
and mozzarella cemented to the bottpnj of the pizza box 
eaten only as a last resort. ; \ 
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DEAR 
MAMA 

Whether it's your mom, sister, 
auntie, boo, or wife, this 
Mother's Day, show your 
special lady how much you 
care with Versace's unisex 
ceramic watch with rose gold 
accents. 'Pac said it best: 
"You are appreciated." 
By Beverly Smith 



|| HOW TO COMPLETE THE LOOK: 

Pair your watch with a classic Versace print. Do Donatella proud as you strut down your very own runway/side- 
walk in head-to-toe Versace splendor. 

Mix your hot Italian look with Tommy Hilfiger's cool American fashion. His hot shorts and crisp cotton dresses 
are the perfect complement. 

Run to Target and cop a Luella Bartley hobo bag in a graffiti print. Rocking this $35 bag with your pricey watch 
proves that real style isn't based on a number. 

|| WHERE TO WEAR IT: 

Let the sun shine on your wrist at the St. Lucia Jazz festival. Take the whole family to see performances by Seal, 
Ciara, Al Green, Babyface, and Rihanna (stluciajazz.org). 

Head to Miami Beach, home of Gianni Versace. His former residence is now a private club, Casa Casuarina. Flash 
your watch, and maybe they'll give you a day pass (casacasuarina.com). 

Live in the fast lane at Black Bike Week in Myrtle Beach, S.C. Every Memorial Day weekend, 350,000 bikers hook 
up to burn rubber and burn it down. You don't have to be a biker to attend, but you do have to be ready to party 
nonstop (blackbeachweek.com). 

|| COP IT: white diamond "DV One" timepiece by Versace ($5,400; versace.com). 
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' ANNIVERSARY 



FESTIVAL PASSES ON SALE NOW! 
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Presenting 
Sponsor 



flXe Lincoln Ti mi Warner bnterprise ItJrK 



For info: www.abff.com 
or call 212.966.2411 x400 J malenal 





KEAK DA SNEAK 

ROOTS: East Oakland. Calif. 

MOMENT OF TRUTH: Released the indie classic "White T's. 
Blue Jeans, and Nikes" in 2003 
FLAVOR: Catchy hyper chants over gritty, head- 
knocking beats 

COSIGN: "Keak is unique and creative. You might not 
know what he's saying when he raps, but you become 
addicted." -E-40 



Steam rises off Keak Da Sneak's head as he unwinds in 
the passenger seat of a minivan during a postshow 
breather. On this night, Keak transformed 900 Santa 
Cruz, Calif., kids into wildin' out, stunna-shaded bulls ram- 
paging along to Bay Area anthems like his frenetic "Super 
Hyphie." Fingering a box of Newports, Keak, 27, waxes 
rhapsodic about the word he's credited with inventing 
("hyphy" on 1997's 3X Krazy's Stakin' Chips). "Most people 
think it's a religion, a movement, or a fad. Hyphy is a way of 
life. Like crunk, this is what we do in the Bay." 

Hyphy music acts as an accelerant to the indigenous 
Oakland culture, which is marked by vehicular abuse 
(spinning figure eights, ghostriding, scraping), wild danc 
ing, and lor some, chemical overindulgence ("thizzm"' or 
being wacked out on X), mid generally acting a fool. And 
now the virus threatens to spread across multiple time 
zones on the power of a Lil Jon-produced collabo with 
E-40. "Tell Me When to Go." 

Credit Keak's mastery of hooks and unortho 
rhyme style for garnerin 
underground 
DJ Shadow 
Turf 
dude 
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RICHIE SPICE 

roots: Rock Hall. Jamaica 
MOMENT OF TRUTH: Signed with Fifth 
Element Records in early 2003 
flavor: Righteous roots reggae 
COSION: "Check how this brother is so 
humble and cool and yet so mighty in the 
earth!"-i Wayne 






After a long day tending his father's cows 
in the fields, little Richel Bonner used to 
lay awake at night listening to his 
parents' zinc roof vibrating along with the bass 
lines blasting forth from reggae sound systems 
down the road. While his older brothers, Pliers 
and Spanna Banna, made their names in the 
dancehall business, Richie went to work in 
construction. But his family always knew he 
had talent. "I always wanted to show him a way 
out," remembers Spanna, who carried his little 
brother along to studios around Kingston until 
he got the chance to shine. 

But tonight it's Richie who brings Spanna 
along as a supporting act for his big stage show 
at Cinema 2 in Kingston. Since linking with Fifth 
Element Records out of Kingston, Jamaica, 
Richie Spice has become the top roots singer in 
Jamaica. Anthems like "Earth a Run Red," 
"Blood Again," and "Marijuana" have kept him 
in demand around the world and helped usher 
in a roots renaissance throughout the ragga 
diaspora. But the jump-off came in 2005 with 
the release of Richie's massive single "Youths 
Are So Cold." Produced by Brooklyn's own 
Bobby Konder, the hard-hitting tune burst out 
beyond the usual reggae mix shows into heavy 
rotation all over urban radio. "In the streets it's 
getting hot," Richie sang, "and the youths dem 
a get so cold." Certain major labels began 
getting hot, too, hoping to sign the artist's new 
album. In da Streets to Africa, but Fifth Element 
is holding out for a better offer, knowing that 
they can always go independent. Either way 
suits Richie. "The hype no really make sense," 
he says. "Fifth Element can take it pon a wider 
scale, we can just get the music out there and 
save a lot of people." 

More importantly. Spice doesn't want to 
lose touch with those he's sworn to protect. 
"We speak for the people in the streets." he 
says. "'Cause it's poor people who feel the pain 
every time. And that's why you mostly find the 
youths on the street begging and turning to 
gun." But he's quick to point out that not 
everyone has gone astray. "There's a whole 
barrage of righteous youthman out there," he 
sings as hundreds of hands rise in solidarity. 
And much like Mr. Spice himself, they're not 
giving up. No way. RobKenner 
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RICK ROSS 

ROOTS: Carol Citv.Fla. 

MOMENT OF TRUTH: Signed with Slip-N-Slide/ 
Def Jam in January 

FLAVOR: Street mosik: raw lyrics, fierce beats, 
and impeccable street cred 
COSIGN: "Rick's rhymes are real catchy. I 
watched him grind, now he's making rt."-Pitbull 



As the clock edges toward midnight, the 
Rick Ross rap army slowly invades the 
sedate lobby of Miami's Doubletree 
Grand Hotel. A cloud of sweet-smelling smoke 
puffs out of a sentry line of sleek SUVs while a 
pair of dancers in teeny skirts and stilettos 
shivers in the hotel's plush armchairs. Bailers 
flash gold teeth as they munch on greasy food in 
the bar, waiting for the signal to head back out. 

Ross, aka William Roberts, 26, surveys the 
swirling commotion-all in anticipation of his 
long-awaited label-signing party at South Beach 
hotspot Opium Garden-from the cab of a 
tricked-out white semi truck parked out front. 
He's one of the first stars to come out of Slip-N- 
Slide's (Trick Daddy, Trina) partnership with Def 
Jam. And for that, a celebration is in order. "We 
all like family, and everybody has a role to play. I 
play my position, and they play theirs," says 
Ross of the crowd, most of them from his 'hood, 
Miami's tough Carol City. "I respect them and 
they respect me, 'cause I rose through the ranks 
of the streets. I ain't get here for just rapping." 

With his raw, relentless voice, Ross has 
carved that journey into his music-and his arm. 
A tattoo of the Carol City zip code (33055) and 
AK-47s bisects the flesh running from left elbow 
to wrist, while an image of Jesus rests on the 
right. In one breath, Ross credits notorious 
Miami gang leader Kenneth "Boobie" Williams 
(now serving a life sentence for murder) as his 
most important mentor. In the next. Psalm 27:2 
rolls off his tongue: When the wicked, even mine 
enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my 
flesh, they stumbled and fell. 

"I recite that two or three times a day, 
because it applies to all those niggas, all those 
haters, all those police, and all those 
doubters," says Ross. 

With his major-label debut, Port of Miami, 
on its way and his hit single, "Hustlin'," making 
waves, Ross is set to silence any skeptics once 
and for all, though he won over Miami long 
ago. "He's more than an artist around here," 
says Poe Boy Entertainment vice president 
Gucci Pucci. "He's a movement." 

Ross sees it in less philosophical terms. 
"These my niggas right here," he says, reach- 
ing for the door of the white truck. "They not 
going to let me out of their sight, because I'm 
the only thing they got going in their life." Just 
like it takes a village to raise a child, it takes a 
'hood to build a rapper. Casey Woods 
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DA MUZICIANZ 




roots: Atlanta 




MOMENT OF TRUTH: Signed with TVT 




Records in 2005 




FLAVOR: Crunktified partv music 




COSIGN: "A lot of artists play it safe. Da 




Muzicianz won't do that. They think outside 




the box."-Mr. Collipark 





Who knew fried alligator could get a 
crew so crunk? Da Muzicianz and a 
small host of rowdy friends are 
gathered around a table at Alpharetta, Ga.'s 
popular Cajun eatery Pappadeaux's Seafood 
Kitchen cutting up. They joke about the cooks' 
hygiene. They loudly quote lines from Mada- 
gascar. They order seasoned crab fingers, 
cancel them, and order something else. Had the 
poor waitress known she was in for this, she 
probably would've called in sick today. 

More importantly, this ragtag band of 
brothers-D'eongelo "D-Roc" Holmes, 27; 
Courtney "Da Birthday Boy" Holmes. 19; Bran- 
don "Mr. Ball" Sams, 23 (he has a different 
father)-plans to wreak even more havoc with 
their off-the-wall brand of feel-good music. And 
though front man D-Roc is bringing tons of 
success from his day job as half of the Ying 
Yang Twins, this trio is out to carve its own 
niche on the dance floor. "This group is not 
limited to the songs that we can make on a Ying 
Yang album," says D-Roc over a plate of onion 
rings. "We like to get crazy." 

Surely that goes without saying. Their 
debut. In Stores Now, is packed with zany party 
anthems, like the vivacious, voyeur-friendly 
smash "Camera Phone." And you better believe 
the free-spirited siblings see you snickering. 
They know you want to discount them as 
another novelty act eating off nepotism. 
"Everybody would've done the same thing that 
we did," says Da Birthday Boy. "We tryin' to get 
this million dollars, too! My brother is just out 
here showin' us the ropes." Furthermore, the 
hate only fuels their fire. "I ain't fit to shit on 
my lil brothers," says a fiery D-Roc. "Why they 
gotta go to somebody else to be put on? We 
gonna stick to-goddamn-gether." 

D-Roc's fury calms to a whisper once his 
steak and potatoes arrive. His brothers, how- 
ever, appear to be just warming up. "We gonna 
make sure we do our part," says Da Birthday 
Boy. "We gonna shine. We ain't just doing this 
for nothing," adds Mr. Ball. Also, there's some 
added incentive for the threesome to make 
sure its crunked-up sound isn't a lost art in 
today's snap-happy South. "Everything we 
doing is still keeping people crunk," says D-Roc. 
"You can snap your fingers all night long, but 
crunk has not left Atlanta. Haaaant! Now pass 
the damn salt." DeMarco Williams 
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TESTING IN PROGRESS 

■ 




Astroglide Testing Facility. Undisclosed Location, Southern California. 

Setting up your own testing facility? Call 866.TRY.ASTRO or visit astroglide.com for a free sample. 
In a BIG hurry, stop by a local retailer for some Astroglide tonight! 

C2O05 BioFilm Inc. 
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likes to drive. Fast. And not like you do, you know, nudging the needle just north of legal so 
you can get where you're going without meeting Johnny Law. Nah. T.I. likes to fly, pushing 
every ride he rolls well past the limit in a way you feel in your gut. The man could be headed 
to a court date, and he'd still drive like the cops were on his ass. And so it is, on a bright Tues- 
day afternoon in late January, Tip (as his folks and friends call him) is on his way to deposit a 
couple of six-figure checks at his local bank, weaving his black Dodge SRT through downtown Atlanta traffic like Mike 
Vick running over an opposing football team. And he ain't making any new fans along the way. But don't think for a 
minute that he's trying to hear it from the folks caught watching him beat traffic, so the second time the same cat lays 




on his horn to protest one of his more offensive moves.T.I. angles 
his truck over into the right lane so he can "figure out what is wrong 
with this motherfucker." A beige Yukon pulls up on the left, and 
Doug Peterson, T.I.'s longtime friend and VP of his label, Grand Hus- 
de, makes the call from his shotgun post. "It's a couple of white boys," 
he says. And then something catches his eye. "He's reaching for a 
pistol, Tip." 

A vicious "you-don't-know-me" scowl cuts across T.I.'s mug as 
he cracks the tinted window to see what's happening. Two big-ass 
white dudes, one of 'em rocking a handlebar moustache, stare back. 
The opposing passenger flashes a badge. "You got a problem?" 

The look on T.I.'s face fades. "Nah, I'm just running late, that's all." 

"You need to watch the fuck out, or you're gonna be real late, you 
understand?" 

"Yes, sir," T.I. says. He rolls up the window and, with one eye on 
the rearview, slowly takes the next right. 

"I thought they were just some regular white boys with a pistol," 
Peterson says. 

"Whatever they did, I'ma believer," says T.I. "I used to not give 
a fuck, but I am scared of the police, 'cause they'll have you fucked 
up. You got a gun, I got my gun. But if you got a badge, all right, 
you win. It's your show. You make the rules." 

The Dodge hits I-io, the road opens up, and T.I. lays a lead foot 
on the gas. 



IT'S BEEN ONE HELL OF A RIDE FOR THE MAN BORN CLIFFORD 

Harris Jr. some 25-plus years ago on Atlanta's West Side, Bankhead 
to be exact. Growing up, there was the father who wasn't there, the 
mother who was sometimes there, and the trap that never left. But, 
of course, being your neighborhood dope dealer only gets you so 
far, and much farther into trouble. 

T.I.'s tale-and so many others like it-can attest to that. There are 
the cases (for T.I., there's been plenty-from possession with intent to 
distribute cocaine to possession of a firearm); the pain (friends and 
family cut down on the streets that raised them); and the pokey-a 
place Tip is all too familiar with, his most recent visit being in the spring 
of '05 for a series of parole violations, while one of his best friends sits 
facing life plus five in the pen. "I can see why selling coke is attractive," 
he says today. "But at the same time, I can see why it's not." 

But T.I.'s troubles didn't stop when he traded his rubber bands 
for the booth. His inability to let things ride has haunted him well 
into his rap years. And as his career opportunities grow, the chip on 
his shoulder continues to threaten all that he's gained. When he felt 
Ludacris's Disturbing tha Peace camp was taking swipes at him in 
2001, T.I. immediately started going directly at the Mouf of the South 
himself, sparking a subtle feud that stretched out for more than a 
year. When he was told that Lit' Flip was questioning his claim to the 
Southern throne, T.I. and crew, urban legend has it, hit Flip's South- 
side of Houston and wound up in a physical confrontation (the 
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details of which remain sketchy). 

And then there was the close call on the set of the Chris Robin- 
son-directed, Dallas Austin-produced ATL, in which T.I. plays 
the lead. You'd expect him to be on his best behavior for his silver 
screen debut, but here he is explaining how he came this close to pimp- 



"I STILL RELAPSE FROM TIME TO 
TIME. ..BUT I GOTTA WATCH 
MY TEMPER." 



slapping a certain business associate of Austin's for kissing him on 
the cheek as he gave him a pound, an act T.I. took as a sign of disre- 
spect. "Nigga, have you lost your mother-fucking-mind* !" he yells. "So 
I'm, like, Man., .and then all the movie people, Warner Bros. Films, 
Chris Robinson, and all of his people, they all there, so I don't want 
to nut up." His voice rises. "But I'm nuttin'upl" 

"Nuttin' up" is Tip's term for losing control. If you spend enough 
time with the dude, you'll find that losing control just may be one of 
the things he does best. And while the professional altercations- 
whether all out (as with Flip and Luda) or just barely avoided (as with 
Dallas Austin's dude)— are enough to raise a brow, it's his "my world, 
my way" attitude that remains the most cause for concern. See, T.I. is 
still on parole, at least until July 7, and it's not like that day in the Dodge 
he was really showing concern for his legal standing. Yeah, sure, he was 
just driving reckless, but five will get you 20 that the car wasn't clean. 
And if you ask around, you'll hear about plenty of act-first, think- 
second situations, from interactions with overzealous fans to running 
with a crew unafraid to use hammers to nail down problems in the 
streets. After all, who knows what would have happened if one of those 
white boys hadn't been holding a badge? 

"There's just certain shit where he moves too quick," says Jason 
Geter, who's been managing T.I. since the two met at an Atlanta bar- 
bershop in 1998. "It's like when you're driving, when you move too 
fast, you gonna get more tickets, and you're gonna get in more acci- 
dents than another person. That shit may get you fucked up." 

And down here in these streets, there's nowhere T.I. can go with- 
out being recognized, stopped, approached, congratulated, and even, 
sometimes, hated. "A lot of times, my swagger, it offends people," 
he says. "I walk into places like I don't give a fuck. Fuck it! Who are 
you? Fuck you! Me and my niggas were a bunch of have-not niggas, 
so it's just always been like that." 

"Tip's always been a wild cat," says Peterson, who first met T.I. 
at Atlanta's Frederick Douglass High School in the mid-'90s and has 
been rolling with him ever since. "Whether it was fighting, skip- 
ping school, fucking with hos, whatever, if he had his mind to doing 
something, he was gonna do it." 

But everybody hasn't seen T.I.'s troubled side, the street-think- 
ing alter ego he calls TIP (see "Me vs. Me," page 97 ). Ask Julie Green- 
wald, president of Atlantic Records, if T.I. is a hothead, and she'll 
sound shocked. "Are you being serious?" she says, taken aback. "I'll 
tell you, since I've been at this company, T.I.'s been the consummate 
professional. When he walks into my office, he talks as a business- 



man, as the CEO of Grand Hustle." 

And of course, this is where the business gets tricky for Tip. He con- 
tinues to have one foot in the streets and one foot in the executive 
suites. Last year alone, he earned a platinum plaque for Urban Legend 
(1.3 million sold to date) and snared a Grammy nod for Best Rap Solo 
Performance for the street anthem "U Don't Know Me." He served as 
executive producer for the Hustle £r Flow soundtrack, which was 
released through Grand Hustle, the label he started with Geter, featur- 
ing the Oscar-winning Three 6 Mafia/Terrence Howard collaboration 
"It's Hard Out Here for a Pimp." Through his label, he also dropped 
the debut album by his group, PSC, 25 to Life, and inked a deal with 
Atlantic to release an album by his tour DJ and current Southern mix- 
tape king, DJ Drama, later this fall. And the Grand Hustle roster is still 
growing, adding R&B act Governor and Tip's protege, Young Dro, 
who's already scored a bit of a hometown hit with "Shoulder Lean." 

He talks about retiring when Young Dro "comes out and sells 
three million," but just in case that doesn't work out, he's got a few 
contingency plans, including his construction company, New Fin- 
ish Construction; an upscale clothing line he's currently develop- 
ing; the car customization shop he co-owns with Kevin Schuler, Elite 
Auto Concierge; and his new Bankhead nightclub, Club Crucial, 
which opened just blocks away from where he grew up. And then 
there's the burgeoning movie career— it's a full plate, to say the least. 

But even with all this success, Tip knows that he's only one mistake 
away from watching it all fall down. "Ifyou a reckless person or a don't- 
give-a-fuck type nigga like I was, or can be, at times, you are the first to 
fall into that trap," he says. "I still relapse from time to time, and I get 
into it with this motherfucker or that motherfucker about this or that, 
but I just gotta watch my temper. I can't let my guard down and relax." 

IF A MAN'S HOME IS HIS CASTLE, THEN IT WOULD BE SAFE 

to say that it's at his palatial crib, not too far from Hartsfield-Jack- 
son Atlanta International Airport, where T.I. is truly king, no matter 
who's running the South. Would be safe to say, that is, except it's 
King, T.I.'s one-and-a half-year-old son with Tameka "Tiny" Cot- 
tle, who has the run of the house. Literally. After a day full of errands 
and breaking local speed laws, T.I. is shoeless, crawling and chasing 
King, who stagger-runs around the living room with his father right 
behind him, pounding on the floor, saying, "I'm gonna getcha! I'm 
gonna getcha!" It's one of the few times that you see Tip truly lose 
himself in simply having a good time. 

"The women, they spoil him," he says minutes later, referring to 
Tiny and his mom, Violeta Morgan, who lives with him and helps 




take care of King. He's laid-back on a wraparound couch watching 
a season of Seinfeld with his son in his lap. "But that's cool, this is 
his time. When he gets to be about 3 or 4, he's mine." He grabs at the 
booties on King's red jumpsuit, and while the child giggles, he says, 
"And who will be laughing then, huh?" 

It's taken more than two years for T.I. to get this picture of tran- 
quility: the seven-bedroom house with rooms for all four of his 
children, the game room, the screening room, the studio in the base- 
ment, and the pool in the back. He first contracted to have the house 
built in 2004, just finished decorating recently, and is still having the 
contractor out to go over last-minute detailing. And yet, he's already 
talking about moving. He says he doesn't like the driveway (the house 
sits below the road, and the driveway dtps steeply as it leads to the 
garage). Plus, he would like more of a yard for his kids to play in. But, 
ultimately, his dissatisfaction with the new crib cuts even deeper than 
cosmetics or convenience. 

"I can't stay out of trouble here," he says of Atlanta in general. 
"I'm so close to the streets, it's hard for me to maintain a clear head 
and a positive outlook. People are always approaching me. And if you 
come up to me and say something inappropriate, I'ma check you, 



DIRECT EFFECT 

FROM MUSIC TO MOVIES, T.I. IS ON A ROLE. CHRIS 
ROBINSON, DIRECTOR OF ,471, IN WHICH TIP PLAYS THE 
LEAD, TELLS HOW THE RUBBER-BAND MAN EXPANDS. 

VIBE: You directed T.l.'s first music video, "I'm Serious," in 2001. 
What impressed you about his early screen work? 
Chris Robinson: His presence was great. Even at 19 years old. he asked all 
the right questions and made me think, and I'm a seasoned filmmaker. 
And you had to have answers for him! [laughs] 

Why was he the right person to play Rashad, the lead role in 4TI? 
When I got this movie, it was based in Atlanta, and it was about a young 
man who was forced to be in a lot of grown-man situations. T.l.'s a lot 
more advanced and has more experiences than guys who are his same 
age. So I felt like he was perfect for that role. 

How were you able to transform him from T.I., the rap superstar, into 
Tip Harris, the thespian? 

He wanted to represent Atlanta right, just like I did. But he didn't want a 
bunch of Hollywood fakeness. So he had to practice roller-skating twice 
a day. He had to run lines with me. We would get together and talk about 
characters or what the arc of a shot was. There were plenty of bruises, 
plenty of sulking, but he stuck it out. 

will people be surprised by the results? 

When the opening sequence comes on, you're going to see T.I. About three 
minutes later, you're not going to see T.I. anymore, you're going to see 
Rashad. And that's what makes an actor. He has it. Chris fuscavage 




and however you feel about being checked, that could be a problem." 

But don't get the wrong idea. T.I. spends a lot of his time show- 
ing love to the 'hood. His involvement in the community runs far 
beyond the construction company and the club. It was in the wake 
of the Hurricane Katrina tragedy that he truly displayed his commit- 




ment to his people, heading to local radio station V-103 to lead an 
eight-hour telethon that raised $236,000 from area celebs (he gave 
$50,000) for David Banner's Heal the Hood Foundation. 

"I feel like I have a certain responsibility to aid people who need 
my help," he says. "When I saw the news and saw that nobody was 
comin', and then I saw the violence and stuff that was going on in 
the Superdome; it made me want to do something. These evacuees, 
they're the same who sold out both my shows in one night at the 
House of Blues, same people who sell out my shows in Mississippi, 
same people who went out there and bought my album, and the 
same people who declared me King of the South. Anything I can do 
for them, I'ma make sure they know that I am there." 

And that's what makes any talk of T.I. leaving Atlanta so hard to 
swallow, both for him and his audience. When you've enjoyed so 
much support and love from your community, when you're so 
ingrained, when where you're from is so much a part of who you are, 
how do you move away? Especially when so many of your friends 
and fans, and maybe even yourself, would see it as turning your back? 
He may not always say it outright, but it's there. So when he floats 
the idea of moving to L.A., because "in L.A., T.l.'s no big deal, there's 
always a bigger star," it's no surprise that he later goes on to admit 
that "until I move, it's just a bunch of talk." 

EVERY YEAR IN THE MIDDLE OF JANUARY, A WHOLE MESS 

of fashionable folks descends on Milan, Italy, for seven days and 
nights of men's fashion runway shows and fabulous parties. It's a 
catty, pretentious scene full of double air kisses, a lot of" It's so great 
to see you, dah-lings," and copious amounts of drugs, wine, and sex. 
A 'hood party, it ain't. But this year, on one of the planes touching 
down at Milan's Malpensa Airport, T.I. and a collection of folks from 
Grand Hustle were in first class, resting up for what was, for many of 
them, their first trip across the pond. It may not be what T.I. had in 
mind when he said he wanted to get away, but here he is, one of hip 
hop's most stylish cats, checking out the fashion scene he plans to 
jump into with his own line. ?i 
For the next four nights, you could catch T.I. and crew posted up § 
in the plush lobby of Hotel Principe di Savoia, the oldest in the city, ; 
knocking back before-dinner bottles ofMoscato D'Asti and Heineken, | 
testing out a little A-town drawl/Italian mash-up ("graaozie," "preeggo," * 
"AUkaano 1 ."), and mugging for countless "Hey-ma-we're-in-Italy" snap- I 
shots. Throughout the week, T.I. cut quite a figure, making the scene 1 
at a scene known for its lack of people of color. Heads turned and S 



cameras flashed when T.I., with his golfhat almost always tilted just so, 
was in the building, whether front row at the runway shows or at any 
of the series of luxury shops, from Versace to Gucci to Bally. 

It was a trip full of cultural exchanges, from the language to the food 
to a local strip club, even. But the road goes both ways, and so it was 
that during a hip hop party at one of the city's most fashionable spots, 
Club Hollywood, T.I. gave the Milanese a taste of the A. Sitting in VIP, 
with a swarm of folks rubbernecking to watch the American rap star 
down rounds ofMoet & Chandonjose Cuervo, and Absolut (a selec- 
tion that made XL laugh— where was the Cris' and Patron?), T.I. and 
entourage were knee deep into a good time when a crew ofltalian MCs 
took over the DJ booth for an impromptu freestyle section. It was a 
pure hip hop moment, local cats rocking overmid-'cjos beats in Italian. 

But as the set droned on, more cipher than full-on show, some- 
one back in VIP leaned over to XL and asked him when he was going 
to get on the mic. Tip didn't even hesitate. "Yeah, I'll rap," he said, 
with intensity. "That's what I do, I motherfuckin' rap." 

Within minutes, a wireless mic was cupped in his left hand, cham- 
pagne flute in the right. The DJ cut the music and announced that, 
tonight, Hollywood had a special guest, straight from America-T.I.! 
And with that, XL stripped down to his wife beater, stood on one of the 
roped-off section's couches, clutched the ceiling, and ripped through 
"Bring Em Out," literally coming live from the VIP. The passion was 
undeniable. He poured all of the reactive aggression that haunts him in 
his daily life into the mic, just as he does at every show (just look at the 
scowl on his face in all his performance photos). It was a spontaneous 
decision. And as the Italians lost their goddamn minds, chanting along 
"A-town! A-town!" while Swizz Beatz' thumping beat rode out, there 
was no doubt: This time his energy was right where it needs to be. 

BACK IN WEST ATLANTA, A FEW DAYS LATER, T.I. IS ONCE 

again flying through the streets that raised him, this time in his brand- 
new wine-colored Ferrari 612 Scaglietti. "I was that nigga who got 
into a gang of trouble," he says. Even as he careens through the cor- 
ners, he takes a moment to reflect on his own hair-trigger personal- 



ity. "And half of that shit was worthless. If somebody breaks into my 
house, threatens my family, my momma, my children, then there is 
a valid cause for me to go to all of the extremes." 

But even if he can't help himself sometimes, he knows that he's 
only one squeeze away from shooting himself in the foot. And these 
days, that foot may be the one standing in the suites, not the streets. 
"That shit makes you look like some kind of renegade commando 
on some real kamikaze shit," Tip says. "I ain't no bully. I ain't no ter- 
rorist. I'm a nice guy." 

At least when he wants to be. □ 



ON CARS... 

T.I. SAYS: "It's clear to see that I'm ahead of my time / 1 copped a 
chromed-out hard top Carrera to shine."-"Bring Em Out" 
TIP SAYS: "See me riding through Atlanta in a Phantom with the double 
door / Make these bitches wonder what he be in so much trouble for." 
-"Ride wit Me" 

ON BEEF... 

T.I. SAYS: "Rap beef I ain't gonna participate in none of dat / I'm aimin' 
at your fitted cap, and he ain't gonna want none of dat."-"A5AP" 
TIP SAYS: "You gone make me bring this Chevy to a real slow creep / My 
niggas hangin' out the window, mouth fulla gold teeth / When the guns 
start poppin', wonder when it's gonna cease."-"U Don't Know Me" 

ON FASHION... 

T.I. SAYS: "Put up my blues, put on some tailor-made slacks / Some 
wing-tip shoes, whachu know about that?"-"Chillin With My Bitch" 
TIP SAYS: "Hundred-fifty-dollar tennis shoes, no suits / We some 
bailers, pimp, you oughta be followin' our suits."-"3 Kings" 



ME VS. ME 

TIP GOES LINE FOR LINE AGAINST T.I., HIS MILD-ER 
MANNERED ALTER EGO. 

ON WOMEN... 

T.I. SAYS: "Relieve 'em of they aggravation / Take 'em roller skatin' on 
them Daytons / Tell 'em, 'Baby, stick with me, you goin' places.'"-"Let's 
Get Away" 

TIP SAYS: "Too many bitches cherish me / Pimp till I die, be a playa till 
they bury me."-"Get Loose" 



c 



HOOKED ON LOVE 

NE-YO'S GOT GIRL PROBLEMS, FOR SURE. BUT THE MIND BEHIND MARIO'S PASSIONATE HIT RECORD "LET ME LOVE YOU" HAS 
MANAGED TO WRITE HIS WAY INTO FEMALE HEARTS. LAURA CHECKOWAY DISCOVERS WHY HE'S SO SICK IN THE FIRST PLACE. 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY J.C.DHIEN 
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You know you've arrived when you're throw- 
ing up Patron out the window ofJay-Z's May- 
bach. Well, you may not know it at that 
moment, but when Jay calls the next day to 
make sure you're recovering, it must have 



been a pretty good night. The evening before 
last was Ne-Yo's "initiation," as Jay and Puff 
called it. He remembers that they took him 
to Butter in New York City, got him twisted 
on Diddy's drink of choice, and the rest is a 
blur. "I was shit-faced for two days straight," 
Ne-Yo, 26, says with a grin while holding his 
stomach and wincing during a break from 
dance rehearsal. "Ohhh God! Just the word 
Patron is fucking me up right now!" 

This isn't the first time Ne-Yo's had a hard 
time holding his tequila. There was the night 
way back at his ex-wife's crib in Long Beach 
when he ended up on the floor in the fetal 
position. Corey Clark (the dude who got 
kicked off American Idol and who allegedly 
slept with Paula Abdul) was living on Ne-Yo 
and his woman's fold-out couch at the time. 
Clark laughs as he recalls holding his then 
group mate's head over the toilet. "That's how 
you know you've got some boys for life!" 
Clark exclaims. "We've been through every- 
thing together. Don't let him drink, because 



BLOODLINE: "If you 

cut me right now, a 
note will come out," 
says Ne-Yo, who at 5 
years old would cry 
when he heard a love 
song playing. 




the nigga will get drunk off Kool-Aid." 

Though Ne-Yo drinks light, he plays hard. 
He considers himself a cross between two 
childhood role models, Sammy Davisjr. and 
Bugs Bunny. "A little bit of Sammy, a little bit 
of Bugs, throw some porn in the mix, and 
there you go." Whether it's music, video 
games ("I challenge anyone, anywhere, any 
age, race, or gender to Tekken 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5"), 
cartoons, or sex, Ne-Yo describes the things 
he enjoys as addictions, not simple pastimes. 

He's also a proud father of a baby son, 
Chimere (whom he often watches on his 
video phone), and he's attempting to rebuild 
his relationship with his own absent father, 
though he doesn't sound very optimistic. He 
admires his late grandfather, a mean little 
Chinese man who had "some black in him" 
and, Ne-Yo says, would "slap you upside the 
head and not even look at you. He was the 
coolest guy alive, never broke a sweat." 

As Defjam's next big hopeful, Ne-Yo is 
no longer sweating either. Although he was 
dropped from Columbia in 2003, the follow- 
ing year, he was given the deal he'd been wait- 
ing for by Defjam's former senior VP of A&R 
Tina Davis (now Chris Brown's manager) 
and Antonio "L.A." Reid. His debut, In My 
Own Words, is traditional R&B with teeny- 
bop appeal, but Ne-Yo isn't your run-of-the- 
mill R&B dude. This is apparent when he's 
in the studio coaching other singers or when 
he says he's trying to teach himself to play 
the harmonica, because, well, who else plays 
the harmonica? He also hasJay-Z, the most 
gifted writer who never wrote, giving him 
pointers. "Jay was like, 'If it takes longer than 
20 minutes, you're forcing it. Once you're 
forcing it, it's not music anymore, it becomes 
a job, and that's not the essence of music.'" 

ASK ANYONE WHO LIVED in the Las Vegas 
neighborhood where Ne-Yo grew up, and 
they'll tell you that there was always music 
blasting from his mom Harriett's project win- 
dows. She watched TV with the stereo on, 
loved Anita Baker, Shirley Murdock, Frank 
Sinatra, and Sammy Davisjr. Harriett, who 
had Schaffer Chimere Smith, aka Ne-Yo, 
when she was 17, worked just about every casi- 
no job in Vegas-from cocktail waitress to 
keno runner-and found her escape in music 
after a long day's work. "She would come 
home, feet hurting from running around at 
the casino, and just sit in a chair and sing," 
Ne-Yo recalls. "Eyes closed, jet black room, 
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and she'd just sing. That was her way of get- 
ting away from all the bullshit of the day." 

Ne-Yo would escape through his writing. 
As a child, he watched his truck-driver father, 
Wiley, beat his mother "like she was a man," 
he says, then blame her for it. The boy took 
note of his parents' abusive relationship and 
began writing his feelings down at age 7, 
when his mother encouraged him to let it 
out. She remembers playing love jams like 
Anita Baker's "Angel," and 5-year-old Schaf- 
fer would start crying. "I asked him one day, 
Baby, why are you crying?" Harriett says. 
"He said, 'Mommy, because the songs make 
me feel so sad.'" 

The sensitive child became an offbeat out- 
cast until he reached nth grade at the Las 
Vegas Academy for Theater of International 
Studies, Performing and Visual Arts. That's 
when, at 16, he joined the group Envy along- 

I'M SAMMY DAVIS AND 
BUGS BUNNY WITH 
SOME PORN MIXED IN." 

side Corey Clark and started living on his 
own in a Section 8 townhouse that his mom 
rented while she stayed just blocks away. 
There, he took advantage of his newfound 
popularity. "I became a complete whore. I 
might possibly have had sex with every girl 
in my nth-grade class," he says, quick to note 
that he missed a couple "of the fat girls and 
a few others. It went from like, nothing to 
like, three and four a day." 

While the hometown girls were swarm- 
ing, Envy barely avoided the Sandman's 
siren at their first performance outside 
Vegas- Showtime at the Apollo in 1996. "The 
only reason we didn't get booed off was 
because the girls were on our side," he says. 
Determined not to see their dreams deferred, 
the guys drove Clark's van to Los Angeles 
after high school graduation in search of a 
record deal. They stood on top of the van 
outside Capitol Records and sang. They 
lived in the van, stayed in hotels behind strip 
clubs, and once sang for Monica and C-Mur- 
der in front of Roscoe's House of Chicken 
'N Waffles. It wasn't long before they signed 
a production deal that paid for their food 
and rent, but little else. 

And with Vegas in his veins, Ne-Yo mar- 
ried a stripper when he was 19. The marriage 



lasted less than a year, but his wife, Nikiah, 
would serve as inspiration while he was writ- 
ing Mario's record-breaking number one 
smash, "Let Me Love You." Back in Long 
Beach, Ne-Yo and Nikiah would sit around 
clowning a dancer friend, who was dating a 
guy notorious for messing with every girl at 
the club, unbeknownst to her. "He's such a 
dog," Nikiah would complain. So you can 
imagine the blow Ne-Yo felt when, after Niki- 
ah left him, she got involved with that very 
dude. "I'm like, How could you go out like 
that?" Ne-Yo says. So when Mario croons, 
"Baby I just don't get it, do you enjoy being 
hurt," that isn't some sweet kid stuff you're 
hearing; it's a young man's bewilderment put 
to song. 

Before meeting Mario, Ne-Yo thought it 
would take a grown man to do the track jus- 
tice. "I'm thinking Gerald Levert would mur- 
der this song, somebody with that thang on 
their voice. But Mario definitely did it." 

Mario remains unaware of the meaning 
behind his biggest hit. "I don't think he told 
me what the song was about because he want- 
ed me to put my own story to it," says Mario. 

THE AIR IN N.Y.C.'S CLUB SPEEED is thick with 
humidity and the sweat of young bodies 
brushing up against one another. The 
teenagers in the front row chant the chorus to 
his hit single "So Sick" while Ne-Yo holds out 
the mic and witnesses his music's magic at 
work. And though he hasn't lost his sexual 
appetite ("I have a slight sex addiction right 
now. I'm a little free with it," he admits), he 
conducts himself carefully. "I'll help myself 
instead of doing a groupie," he says. 

But music was and always will be Ne-Yo's 
true love. And he's hoping that his sound 
will set him apart from R&B's other emerg- 
ing stars. "It's gonna take the world getting 
to know me to look past these comparisons 
to Chris Brown, Trey Songz, Usher, and 
Omarion," Ne-Yo says. "There are songs that 
I wanna sing that, if I sang 'em right now, 
wouldn't fly." 

He pushes play on his video phone to 
watch Chimere cooing. "If you cut me right 
now," he slides his forefinger across his 
chest, "a note will come out. This is not 
something that I do. This is something that 
I am. I've lived a life that you could write a 
book on," he says. "So I'll never run out of 
stuff to write about." 

And we'll be hanging on every word. □ 
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SURE, NE-YO COMPOSED MARIO'S 
SMASH "LET ME LOVE YOU," 
BUT HE'S JUST ONE OF MANY 
YOUNG SCRIBES WHO, FOR THE 
RIGHT PRICE, WILL MAKE 
YOUR HIT TIGHTER. 



SEAN GARRETT 

Nicknamed "The 
Pen" by Jay-Z. this 
Grammy-nominat- 
ed producer and 
songwriting wiz- 
ard has crafted 
certified hits for 
Usher ("Yeah!"), Ciara ("Goodies"), and 
Chris Brown ("Run It!"), among others. 
The Atlanta native also helped com- 
pose the majority of Destiny's Child's 
last album. Destiny Fulfilled. 




JOHNTA AUSTIN 

This precocious 
scribe has a pen- 
chant for love 
songs. After 
authoring Tyrese's 
"Sweet Lady" at 
age 16, Austin 
penned Toni Braxton's "Just Be a Man 
About It" and Aaliyah's posthumous 
song, "Miss You." The ATL seed, now 25, 
also quietly cowrote comeback records 
for Mary J. Blige ("Be Without You") and 
Mariah Carey ("We Belong Together"). 




RICO LOVE 

Usher's protege 
(and the debut 
artist on his US 
label) poses a 
double threat as 
a rapper with R&B 
sensibilities. When 
strapped for cash after signing to US. 
the Milwaukee-bred Love wrote Usher's 
heartfelt "Throwback" and another 
want-you-back song. Marques Houston's 
"All Because of You." Clover Hope 
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MO' MONEY, MO' PROBLEMS 

SITTING ATOP WHAT THE FEDS CHARGE WAS A MASSIVE MULTIMILLION-DOLLAR DRUG OPERATION, BLACK 
MAFIA FAMILY EARNED ENOUGH DOUGH FOR ITS MEMBERS TO REVEL IN THE WORLD'S MOST EXPENSIVE CARS, 
BOTTOMLESS BOTTLES OF CRISTAL, AND CONNECTIONS TO HIP HOP'S BRIGHTEST STARS. ETHAN BROWN 
INVESTIGATES HOW THEIR EXTRAVAGANCE AND TRAIL OF CRIME LED TO THEIR SPECTACULAR COLLAPSE. 
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Just after 9 p.m. on a hot and muggy night in late July 2005, a pair of 
chartered tour buses pulled up to Vision Nightclub & Lounge on Atlanta's 
Peachtree Street for a party celebrating the release of Young Jeezy's major- 
label solo debut, Let's Get It: Thug Motivation 101. Yet when the bus doors 
opened, it was not Jeezy who emerged but members of the storied ATL street 
crew Black Mafia Family (BMF). II Dressed in head-to-toe black, the hun- 
dreds-strong posse strode toward the megaclub in almost choreographed 
unison. "They moved like one mass, one organism," remembers one of 
the party promoters. "I had never seen anything like that." The club had 
expected BMF in force— they were even comped on the guest list as "+100"— but it was not 
prepared for an army. Panicked promoters husded BMF through a special side entrance, 
VIP treatment that even Jay-Z, Ludacris, Fabolous, and Slim Thug did not receive. 
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THE HOOK-UP: Young Jeezy (left) with 
BMF protege Bleu DaVinci at T.l.'s 
birthday party In September 2005. 
(Above) At strip parties like this one in 
Mount Vernon, New York, BMF would 
create a frenzy by "making it rain" 
with bills. 



•i 



BMF SEEMED 
POISED TO 
FULFILL EVERY 
HUSTLER'S 
DREAM, TO RUN 
THE FLASHIEST HIP 
HOP SYNDICATE 
THE NATION HAS 
EVER SEEN. 



Once inside, BMF awed partiers by tossing fistfuls of cash as they 
awaited Jeezy, who, though not officially a crew member, was con- 
sidered "family." And by the time he arrived, just after 1:30 a.m., the 
crowd was stoked and ready to receive him as A-town royalty. Jeezy 
took the stage surrounded by BMF members and employees of his 
Corporate Thugz Entertainment label and tore through songs like 
"And Then What" and "Go Crazy" with such swagger that the success 
of Let's Get It seemed all but assured. Indeed, the 25-year-old rapper 
would move an impressive 172,000 copies of the album in its first week. 

For B M F, such displays of extravagance were nothing new. Every- 
thing the group did fulfilled a fantasy of hip hop excess to the point 
of parody. Though BMF had established itself in Atlanta only four 
years earlier, it was only the latest beachhead of what the feds have 
called one of the most extensive illegal drug networks in America- 
riches that BMF's leader, Demetrius "Meech" Flenory, 37, was only 
too happy to lavish on his crew. 

Whenever BMF arrived at a nightclub, Meech paid everyone's cov- 



er and insisted that each member have a bottle of champagne. With 
the group often numbering in the dozens, this sometimes meant buy- 
ing out a club's entire stock of Cristal. When the revelry pushed past 
dawn, Meech would invite everyone back to the presidential suite at 
the Swissotel (now the Westin Buckhead Atlanta), where he would 
order room service for everyone, washed down with more Cris. His 
free-spending ways swelled the crew's membership. "You've got guys 
coming from St. Louis, Detroit, Los Angeles, Georgia, Brooklyn, the 
Bronx," said one former BMF member, who rolled with the crew in 
Atlanta from 2002 to 2003 and requested anonymity. "Any movement 
like this is gonna draw people." 

Young Jeezy was a key to their future plans. Though the rapper 
signed with Defjam, his solo career would have stalled without the 
help of BMF's over-the-top promotion. In 2004, Jeezy scored a deal 
with Diddy's Bad Boy label as a member ofBoyz N Da Hood but strug- 
gled to get noticed in Atlanta's mixtape scene. His independently 
released CD, Come Shop Wit Me, had sold a respectable 50,000 copies. 
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But as Jeezy explained to VIBE last year, "When I was releasing rny 
mixtapes, we didn't necessarily have the pipelines to distribute them 
everywhere we needed, so we got bootlegged to death." Whenever 
he performed at clubs, however, BMF would help create a frenzy by 
"making it rain" with bills. It was the kind of thingjeezy had been doing 
on a smaller scale, to build up his rep. "I was that dude in the back of 
the club, me and my crew, 20 or 30 bottles of Cris, having fun, ready 
to do it again tomorrow," Jeezy said. "But you had to do a lot of that 
stuff to get attention." When money talks, people listen. By the time 
Jeezy released his mixtape Trap or Die, the hip hop world embraced 
him; debuts from both Boyz N Da Hood and Jeezy cracked the top 
10 during the summer of 2005 though they were released barely one 
month apart. 

Now the young superstar could return the favor. By last summer, 
Meech and his associates had decided to branch out and launch a 
record label and a magazine. On the strength ofjeezy's debut, BMF 
was now meeting with major-label executives to discuss distribution 



In 2001, Meech and Southwest T made what would be their sawi- 
est career move yet. At the time, Adanta's music scene was percolating. 
Sensing an opportunity to expand the business, the Flenorys decid- 
ed to relocate south. Soon dozens of aspiring Hotlanta hustlers were 
apprenticing themselves to Meech. 

Meech was a protective and generous CEO. He frowned upon vio- 
lence and demanded that women not be mistreated. Tall and lanky, 
with long braids and an angular, birdlike face, he speaks with the cap- 
tivating, syrupy drawl of a street-bred motivational speaker. Some of 
Meech's followers think of their leader as a guru behind a social move- 
ment, not as a crime boss. 

Among members, many of whom, like Meech, were raised in poor 
households, the gang quickly became a substitute family, "Especial- 
ly for those of us cats who grew up in the crack era," says the former 
BMF member. "The camaraderie, love, and genuineness can really 
turn you out. Add to that the adulation of people on the streets, the 
effects of Ecstasy, good marijuana, good alcohol, women, respect- 



MEECHWASA 
PROTECTIVE AND 
GENEROUS CEO. 
HE FROWNED UPON 
VIOLENCE AND 
DEMANDED THAT WOMEN 
NOT BE MISTREATED. 




MONEY BOSS PLAYERS: 

(Right) Demetrius "Meech" 
Flenory and friend at a Slim 
Thug and Mike Jones jump-off 
at ATL's Vision in February 
200S. (Above) Party over for 
Terry "Southwest T" Flenory. 




deals for their BMF Entertainment venture. What's more, a T-shirt 
created by Jeezy boasting, "We got that snow, man," was suddenly 
everywhere, from the streets of Harlem to suburban malls in the Mid- 
west. BMF seemed poised to fulfill every street hustler's dream: to run 
the flashiest hip hop syndicate the nation has ever seen. Instead, the 
crew was on the verge of a crack-up. 

ALTHOUGH MEECH AND HIS younger brother, Terry "Southwest 
T" Flenory, 36, spent nearly a decade heading up one of the nation's 
most powerful gangs, little is known about the two apart from their 
place of birth: Detroit. It was there, at some point during the early 
1980s, that the brothers started moving small amounts of coke-about 
S50 worth at a time, according to law enforcement. By the mid-<)OS, 
the feds allege, the brothers had expanded their operation to neigh- 
boring states, and annual profits soared into six figures. (Drew Find- 
ling, an Atlanta-based attorney representing the Flenorys, declined 
several requests for comment.) 



and a little fear. It can overwhelm you." In honor of their intense close- 
ness, Meech gave his crew a new name: Black Mafia Family. 

The move to Adanta was indeed good for business. By 2002, Meech 
and several of his crew had purchased lavish homes in the city's more 
affluent suburbs. The following year, however, brought BMF its first 
major setback, when the otherwise nonviolent gang found itself accused 
of a double homicide. 

EARLY ON THE MORNING OF November 11, 2003, a feared street 
tough named Anthony "WolP Jones got into a fierce argument with 
BMF members outside Atlanta's Chaos nightclub. Wolf, a friend and 
onetime bodyguard of Sean Combs, had made a career of causing 
mayhem in nightclubs; he'd been accused (but never charged) in the 
September 1995 murder of Marion "Suge" Knight associate Jai Has- 
san-Jamal Robles at a birthday party for Jermaine Dupri in Atlanta. 
That incident became a flashpoint in the beef between the East and 
West Coasts, particularly since, just over one month earlier, Suge had 
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mocked Diddy from onstage at the Source Awards. In 1999, Wolf(along 
with Combs) was charged in the shooting incident at Manhattan's 
Club New York that injured three bystanders, and sent Shyne to jail. 

Hours before his confrontation with BMF, Wolf staggered through 
the BMF-heavy crowd inside the club and began chatting up an ex- 
girlfriend, a stripper who had been partying with Meech that night. 
When Wolf groped her in full view of the other clubgoers, Meech 
warned him to back off, and Wolf responded by choking her. Securi- 
ty was summoned, and Wolfwas bounced. Outside Chaos, the humil- 
iated thug called for backup. Minutes later, Lamont Girdy, a boyhood 
friend from the Bronx, arrived at the scene. 

As Chaos was closing its doors at around 4 a.m., dozens of BMF 
members spilled out to find Wolf leaning against Meech's Cadillac: 
a theatrical fuck-you. According to one account, he taunted them, 
then opened fire with two weapons, hitting Meech in the buttock and 
another BMF member in the foot. Someone in the crowd returned 
fire, hitting Wolf several times. Screaming at the sight of his crumpled 



Diddy may have laid it on a little thick because Wolfs testimony 
had helped get him acquitted of felony gun charges in the Club New 
York case. Still, less than one year after Wolf s death, Diddy signed the 
BMF-affrliated Boyz N Da Hood to Bad Boy South. 

In Atlanta, where Wolf s marauding had been seen as a nuisance, 
the murder only bolstered BMF's reputation. "It made their legend 
greater," says the former member. "They killed the Big Bad Wolf." But 
the crew's heightened profile came with a hefty price tag: BM F was no 
longer an underground operation. A November 2003 article about 
Wolf in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution described the gang as "body- 
guards and enforcers for hip hop bigwigs." Unbeknownst to the Fleno- 
ry brothers, the two-year federal investigation that would lead to their 
indictment was now underway. 

THE NOTORIETY THEY earned in the fall of 2003 should have led 
Meech to dial back the BMF lifestyle; instead, he became bolder and 
took his show on the road. "They went to almost every state in the 





FINAL CHAPTER: (Left) Wolf and Girdy's 
funeral at New York's Riverside Church in 
November 2003. Less than a year after 
he delivered the eulogy, Diddy signed the 
BMF-affiiiated Boyz N Da Hood to Bad 
Boy South. (Above) The famed Atlanta 
billboard. 



SCREAMING AT 
THE SIGHT OF 
HIS CRUMPLED 
BUDDY, GIRDY 
GRABBED 
WOLF'S GUN 
AND STARTED 
SHOOTING 
WILDLY. 



buddy, Girdy grabbed WolPs gun and started shooting wildly-the 
Atlanta police said at least 27 rounds were squeezed off. In the exchange, 
Girdy took a bullet to the heart and was later pronounced dead at the 
scene. Wolf was rushed to a nearby hospital, where he succumbed to 
multiple gunshot wounds. Meech was arrested and charged with dou- 
ble homicide, but with little evidence linking him to the murders 
(his attorney insisted he wasn't carrying a weapon that night), he was 
released. "This remains an unindicted case," says Erik Friedly, a 
spokesman for the Fulton County District Attorney's office. 

The violence so shook Atlanta that its city council voted to force 
nightclubs to roll back closing time from 4 a.m. to 3. In New York, 
the city's hip hop elite held a lavish funeral for Wolf and Girdy at the 
Riverside Church in Manhattan; the memorial service was arranged 
by the same funeral home that handled send-offs for the Notorious 
B.I.G. and Aaliyah. At the packed ceremony, an emotional Diddy took 
the dais and eulogized Wolf and Girdy as "two of the greatest men that 
any of us ever knew." 



country," says the former BMF member from Atlanta. "They put the 
Continental GT, the Rolls-Royce Phantom, and the Lamborghini Gal- 
lardo on a carrier and had them delivered; then they went to whatev- 
er club was popular and took it over. I don't give a fuck if the Miami 
Dolphins were there— that night, they were overshadowed." 

Meech's brashness extended to his new label, whose slogan boast- 
ed "THE WORLD IS BMF'S." Meech's music industry instincts, how- 
ever, weren't as sharp as his street smarts. The label's first and only act, 
the comically untalented rapper named Bleu DaVinci, landed with a 
gigantic thud. Undaunted, Meech hired noted director Benny Boom- 
known for extravagant videos such as 50 Cent's "Window Shopper"- 
to shoot Bleu's first single, "Still Here." The video, featuring BMF 
members in a caravan of luxury cars, angered many in Atlanta's hip 
hop industry who believed that Bleu was shortcutting his way to suc- 
cess with BMF's backing. Meech admitted as much in an interview in 
the DVD series The Raw Report, in which the crew is seen brandishing 
firearms and huge bags ofweed. "We comin' in at the top of the game," 
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he bragged. "We got all the cars we want, all the houses we want, all the 
clothes we want, all the jewelry we want, and all the hos we want." The 
DVD became such a hit that some levelheaded BM F members feared 
they had set themselves up for a major bust. 

The first sign that those fears might be realized came on June 16, 
2005, when federal agents seized 250 kilos of cocaine from a BMF- 
connected home in Woodland Hills, Calif. Meech seemed unfazed. 
"He don't give a fuck about what the feds gonna do," the ex-BMF 
member realized at that point. "His attitude is, 'Whatever they gonna 
do, let them do.'" 

In August, a reputed crew member named Omari McCree plead- 
ed guilty to narcotics trafficking and was sentenced to 15 years in prison. 
After his arrest, a report on Atlanta's Fox affiliate WAGA-TV claimed 
local prosecutors would be targeting the Black Mafia Family. By the 
early fall, even with BMF DVDs selling alongside 50 Cent mixtapes, 
and Jeezy's "We got that snow, man" eclipsing "Stop snitching" as 
the street slogan of 2005, Meech finally seemed to grasp that the crew 



the properties seized were opulent estates in Georgia, Michigan, and 
California; $5.3 million in cash; and a fleet of luxury cars with hid- 
den compartments and devices that supposedly expel drug-tainted 
air. Meech's fatal flaw was his need to keep up appearances, to con- 
tinually impress his crew and potential competitors. "The minute 
Meech would say, 'I ain't buying no more cars,' someone would say, 
'Them niggas is falling off now. They broke,'" says the former BMF 
member. Meech's pride made him unable to brush off the disses. 

For Meech and his followers in Atlanta, all that's left of their hus- 
tling glory days are memories; indeed, immediately after the indict- 
ment, Jeezy memorialized the crew with a "Free BMF" freestyle rap 
for popular mixtape DJ Sickamore. Their bravado at strip clubs is now 
part of street lore. "Imagine a fall day with all the leaves raked into a 
big pile," says the former BMF associate. "Now imagine that the pile 
is made of money instead of leaves. You can't see past the strippers 
ankles, and then they're hit with barrages of cash in their faces so 
they can't see. That's what it was like when BMF went to strip clubs." 




was living out its final days. In late August, the billboards proclaiming 
"THE WORLD IS BMF'S" disappeared-and then, just as suddenly, 
so did Meech. A rumor began circulating that he had been arrested 
and was cooperating with the authorities. But Meech hadn't turned 
on his crew; he was in hiding. 

In October 2005, Meech fled Atlanta for a BMF safe house in Frisco, 
Texas, according to an arrest affidavit filed by an ATF agent. Unfor- 
tunately for Meech, he remained on law enforcement's radar. On Octo- 
ber 19, federal agents raided the Frisco home, allegedly seizing a pair 
of semi-automatic weapons and a small amount of marijuana. True to 
Meech's nonviolent philosophy, he surrendered without a struggle. 

ON OCTOBER 28, BMF's joyride ended as dramatically as it had 
begun: A grand jury handed down a 29-page indictment in which 
Meech and Southwest T were charged with overseeing an ongoing 
criminal enterprise, conspiracy to distribute cocaine-the DEA claimed 
BMF was moving 2,500 kilos a month-znd other charges. Among 



But in the months following their takedown, nostalgia for BMF 
is eclipsed by fear that new indictments may be coming. Federal pros- 
ecutors recently introduced evidence of BMF's involvement in the 
music business, clearing the way for new arrests. A pretrial filing by 
the Michigan U.S. Attorney's office notes that in "a 2005 promo- 
tional video for the release of an album for BMF Entertainment's 'rap' 
artist, Bleu DaVinci, Demetrius Flenory claimed that BMF had invest- 
ed $500,000 to one million dollars in this single artist, and it can do 
that because ['BMF'] already has all the 'money, cars, houses, clothes, 
jewelry, and hos.'" The exceedingly high number of defendants in the 
BMF case (25 in all) also increases the chance that people will coop- 
erate with the government; the U.S. Attorney's filing says it's working 
with between 20 and 30 witnesses. 

With their street empire in ruins, the description of BMF's best- 
selling DVD for The Raw Report now reads like an epitaph: "There was 
never a crew like them before this, and there will never be another one 
after them." □ 
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FOR MONTHS 



the news has been bubbling out of various 
Internet chat rooms and music Web sites. 
Raekwon the Chef is releasing a sequel to Only 
Built 4 Cuban Linx. . . , his classic solo debut- 
minus partner-in-rhyme Ghostface Killah. 
Yet, if the 15-year vet is aware of the high stakes 
of revisiting his much revered 1995 crime- 
rhyme epic, he isn't showing it tonight. On 
this windyjanuary eve, Raekwon slumps back 
into a plush couch in Wu-Tang's Manhattan 
recording studio. There is no sign of trepida- 
tion in the corpulent face of this Clan mem- 
ber. His wardrobe— a navy blue hoodie, black 
Timberlands, a blue Yankees cap— is as non- 
chalant as his conversation when he speaks of 
the pressure of delivering Only Built For Cuban 
Linx 2. 

"We are trying to take Cuban Linx to anoth- 
er level," he begins, speaking in hip hop cliche. 
"When the Wu first came into the business, 
we showed the world our movement was the 
truth. Today, the hip hop industry is not real- 
ly pushing dudes to create art. Our hip hop 
is vintage now because they ain't making it 
anymore." Which is why Cuban Linx2 is such 
an intriguing prospect. 

Sure, Wu rumbled through the '90s with 
indelible works, including the kung-fu kick- 
ing 1993 debut Enter the Wu-Tang: 36 Chambers, 
Method Man's TicaL Ol' Dirty Bastard's Return 
to the 36 Chambers: The Dirty Version, 
Genius/GZA's Liquid Swords, and Ghostface 
Killah's Ironman. But Only Built 4 Cuban 
Linx. . . wasn't just an undeniable classic in its 



tales of hard-boiled 'hood survival, bloody 
cocaine scores, and street-nigga redemption. 
Their yin andyin collaborations beat back the 
opposites-attract philosophy. "Me and Rae, 
more or less, hung around each other every 
day," Ghostface recalls. "We both liked to get 
fly, buy sneakers, and run up in the hat stores. 
We were both on some real live street shit." 

On tracks like the somber "Rainy Dayz," 
the tandem brilliantly mixed brazen under- 
world scenery (Ghost: "Who got the bad base? 
/ Filthiest fiends scream for more bless me out 
of state") with heartfelt ghetto commentary 
(Rae: "Projects, infested with rats, cats, and 
crack homes / Half of us'll try to make it, the 
other half 11 try to take it"). 

"In my head, I was sizing up Rakim's Paid 
in Full at the time," Ghost says. "Every joint 
had to be great. That's how we did the Cuban 
Linx album." The cult release went gold with- 
in three days and instantly became an across- 
the-board soundtrack for hip hop purists, 
college kids, and the 'hood contingent. 

And true Wu heads, contemporary rap- 
pers among them, have remained loyal into 
the new millennium. "The first Cuban Linx 
can't be outdone," says Havoc, of Mobb 
Deep. "Raekwon definitely has a job ahead of 
him." In fact, Busta Rhymes is so Wu-happy 
that after spending time with Rae on a tour in 
Germany, he's signed on to executive produce 
Cuban Linx 2 (with Wu headman RZA's bless- 
ings, of course). 

"He has that deep passion for the Wu," 



evant in an era of G Unit and snap music. 
Therefore, Rae's Cuban Linx 2 as well as 
Ghost's Fishscak stand as pivotal albums. 

"I was begging Raekwon for another Cuban 
LinxV Busta says. "I want this current gener- 
ation to have the same appreciation for them 
that our generation has. I just feel like it's 
unfortunate that these new niggas don't know 
how important the Wu is." 

THREE DAYS LATER,Ghostfacecanbe 
found hot-stepping through Manhattan. He's 
on his way to an interview with N.Y.C.'s Hot 
97 jock Angie Martinez to promote Fishscak. 
The ghetto eccentric MC (a man who's been 
known to wear silk bathrobes and a gold arm- 
eagle in public) is decidedly dressed down in 
baggy jeans and a green New York Jets sweat- 
shirt, with his flamboyant side represented by 
only a stylish Sherlock Holmes hat accented 
with a feather. Even while promoting the 
much anticipated Defjam release (he's com- 
ing from an album-listening session with 
MTV and a photo shoot with the highbrow 
The New Yorker magazine), the shadow of 
Cuban Linx still looms large in the mind of the 
Wally Champ. 

And while he's quick to dismiss any 
rumors of animosity with his Wu-Tang broth- 
er-in-spirit (Raekwon makes several appear- 
ances on Fishscak), he does admit that there is 
tension within the camp. 

"There's a little crisis going on," Ghost says, 
choosing his words carefully. "As time goes 



"THERE'S A LITTLE CRISIS GOING ON...WE ARE JUST 



execution, it remains a perfect storm. Over 
RZA's layered sound clash of eerie keyboards 
and theatrical samples, Raekwon and Ghost- 
face-his scene-stealing cohort-unleash vivid 



Raekwon says ofBusta's dedication. "We did- 
n't go through any paperwork or lawyers." 

Still, alongwith their greater Wu fam, Rae 
and Ghost face the arduous task of staying rel- 



on, things change. You have more women in 
your life, more family, more money. You are 
not together how it used to be when you had 
nothing. We are just trying to patch it up now." 
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BRING THE RUCKUS: 

"It's a good look just to be with your Wu 
brothers," says Ghost at left, at the Wu-Tang 
Reunion tour held in February to honor 
fallen Wu wild man 01' Dirty Bastard. 



Whatever Wu crisis exists, it hasn't stopped 
Ghost from hitting the road with his longtime 
crew. Wu-Tang Clan's Reunion tour, which 
kicked ofFin February, is an unofficial trib- 
ute to the late Clan wild man Ol' Dirty Bas- 
tard, who died of a drug overdose in Novem- 
ber 2004. According to Ghost, the 
cantankerous collective has agreed to check 
their egos at the door. "It's a good look just 
to be with your Wu brothers onstage," Ghost 
says of the gigs. "I'm just ready to get it on and 
represent my man. That's what the fans want 
to see." 

COREY WOODS, aka Raekwon, and Den- 
nis Coles came together in homeroom at New 
Dorp High School in Staten Island. ForColes, 
who would later be known as Ghostface Kil- 
lah, it was like encountering his twin who 
shared the kind of childhood struggles that 
shaped him and would fuel his 1996 track "All 
That I Got Is You," on which Ghost unraveled 
somber stories ofborrowing food from neigh- 
bors, plucking roaches out of cereal, and liv- 
ing with two brothers who had muscular dys- 
trophy. 

Growing up in rival Park Hill projects, 
Raekwon was just five minutes walking dis- 
tance from Ghost's Stapleton Houses. The 
two slick-talking MCs took solace in the bur- 
geoning '80s hip hop scene. 

"I come from a single-parent family," Rae 
remembers. "My mom was working real hard, 
going to school, and doing what she had to 



TRYING TO PATCH IT L 



do to make sure I was all right. At 13, when I 
started writing on paper and describing my 
life, it was only because a good friend told me 
to write about what we were going through. 
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LOVE FEST: 
Rae and Meth 
celebrate the Reunion tour 
backstage at their New York City 
performance, which happened 
to fall on Valentine's Day. 




And that's all I did." 

Like Rae, Ghost soon became obsessed 
with the rhymes ofRakim, KRS-One, and Big 
Daddy Kane. "Niggas gave shows back then," 
Ghost says of hip hop's golden age. "These 
days, they get on the mic with a couple ofbull- 
shit props in the back and do the same shit 
they been doing. Entertain me, G. I paid my 
$20 or $30." 

Now, both in their mid-30S and family 
men, Raekwon and Ghostface have mellowed 
from their wild days of smoking dust (Ghost) 
and bum-rushing the block in Staten Island. 
Ghost talks openly about lifestyle changes, 
including how he's cooled off since being diag- 
nosed with Type II diabetes in 2004. ("I don't 
really fuck with the weed a lot," he says.) 

Along with that heavy load, the veteran 
MCs are coming off commercial and critical 
disappointments. For Raekwon, itwas Immo- 
bilarity (1999) and The Lex Diamond Story 
(2003). Rae chalked up the experience to fans 
unwilling to accept anything that stepped out 
of the Wu-Tang Clan formula. 

"One minute, people want you to grow, 
but then when you grow, they say you went 
too far," he says. "They say you forgot your 
roots. It's just people's personal feelings." 

Rae wasn't the only one to suffer setbacks. 
After a string of critical and commercial post- 

S POISONOUS RIGHT 



Linxhhs (Ironman, Supreme Clientele, and Bul- 
letproof Wallets) and a label move to Defjam 
in 2002, Ghost fizzled with his last offering, 
The Pretty Toney Album. "I got caught up in the 
restructuring inside Defjam, so my album was 
left on the shelves," says Ghost. "But niggas 
are holding the kid down right now." 

Indeed, Island Defjam chairman Antonio 
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"L.A." Reid and Brooklyn rhyme 
king-turned-label executive Jay-Z are back- 
ing Ghost. His first single, "Back Like That," 
a soulful track tailor-made for massive radio 
airplay, features R&B crooner Ne-Yo. Fishscak 
features Wu-Tang Clan members Genius, 
RZA, Method Man, Inspectah Deck, Cap- 
padonna, and the late ODB, as well as pro- 
duction from subterranean hip hop crusad- 
er MF Doom. 

"During our first meeting, I told Jay-Z, 
Son, I'm here to win, man," Ghost says. "Fuck 
all these other rap niggas, I'm that nigga! So I 
came back like eight months later with the 
album, and everything was cool-and-the-gang. 
He respected the music." 

BACK AT THE WU-TANG studios, the 

sounds of blaring snares and jagged blues 
guitar riffs creep through the halls. A panel of 
gold and platinum plaques showcasing the 
production credits of a hip hop visionary 
vibrate to the pounding bass line. This is vin- 
tage RZA. "I think the CheP s pen is poison- 
ous right now," the Wu conductor would 
later say of Raekwon's lyrical output. "He 
inspired me to put more focus on this proj- 
ect." 

While various Wu-Tang Clan members 
make their presence felt, it's the thinking 



biggest curveball here is the inclusion of Dr. 
Dre. The pairing of Dr. Dre and the RZA was 
sparked after a studio meeting at the Comp- 
ton native's Aftermath Entertainment, the 
label home to Busta Rhymes. "RZA came 
th rough with a couple of songs from the proj- 
ect, and Dre lost his mind," Busta says, adding 
his signature cackle. "He just looked at RZA 
and said, 'Let me give you shit for Raekwon. 
I want to hear how he would sound on my 
beats.' It was one superproducer to another." 

As for the tag team ofRae and Ghost (who, 
at press time, recorded four tracks for Cuban 
Linx 2, none of which will appear on the 
album), Rae believes they can move on in dif- 
ferent directions and still keep the Wu legacy 
alive. "It's cool that people want me and Ghost 
to be like that again," he says. "But at the same 
time, when you're dealing with a person so 
much, we both want to do different things, 
and there's really nothing wrong with that." 

A LINCOLN TOWN car flits through 
Times Square. Inside, Ghostface is plotting 
his own big score. He envisions Fishscak fuel- 
ing a comeback of the East Coast hip hop 
scene amid the cultural dominance of the 
Dirty South. 

"Whether they know it or not, people are 
picking up from where we left off in '95," he 



NOW," SAYS RZA. "HE INSPIRED ME." 



man's MC Maximillion (aka Genius, aka 
GZA) who is charged with filling the sizable 
shoes of Ghostface. "The way I was designing 
Cuban Linx 2, it could exist with or without 
Ghostface," RZA says. "Maximillion adds a 
whole other element to the story. But 
inevitably, this is Raekwon's big sting." 
While RZA helms the production, the 



says. "To this day, no matter what comes out 
of they mouths, they still can't say or do what 
we did back then. There's not a record out right 
now that can snap that tape. I still dart these 
niggas out, and Rae still darts these niggas out." 
He strokes his beard, now peppered with gray 
hairs. "And when we pick up that mic, we still 
represent the Wu." □ 



TWO OF A KIND 

RAEKWON AND GHOSTFACE 
KILLAH AREN'T RAP'S ONLY 
DYNAMIC DUO. THESE OTHERS 
WERE ALSO TWICE AS NICE. 

team BK: The Notorious B.I.G. and Jay-Z 
HEARD ON: "Brooklyn's Finest," "I Love the Dough" 

These two Bed-Stuy brethren teamed up on only 
two songs before S.I.G.'s death, but the tracks- 
parables of Brooklyn's streets and dreams of a 
life beyond-forever became part of hip hop lore. 




TWO HIGH: Redman and Method Man 
HEARD ON: "How High," "Big Dogs," "Da Rock- 
wilder" 

With unique (and bizarre) rhyme schemes, 
coupled with their shameless penchant for 
slapstick humor, Red and Meth come off as twins 
separated at birth. 



POETIC PARTNERS: Nas and AZ 

heard ON: "Life's a Bitch," "Mo Money, Mo 

Murder (Homicide)," "The Essence," "The Flyest" 

Nas and AZ have become the standard by which 
rap duos are judged. Every time they shared the 
sound booth, the two wordsmiths painted vivid 
portraits of ghetto paradise and hell. 




DOWN brothers: David Banner and LIT Flip 
heard on: "Like a Pimp" 

Banner's gruff, forceful Mississippi delivery and 
Flip's screwed-up Houston slang meld with 
surprising effectiveness. Dan Frosch 
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THE REAL REVOLUTIONARY 

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO, BOB MARLEY PASSED AWAY AT THE AGE OF 36. 

HIS LEGACY IS EVEN LARGER NOW THAN WHEN HE TROD THE EARTH. ROB KENNER TRAVELS TO ETHIOPIA 
AND BEARS WITNESS TO THE TUFF GONG'S AMBITIOUS VISION. PHOTOGRAPHS BY MARLON "AJAMU" MYRIE 
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ddis Ababa, Ethiopia's capital, is a city of 
contrasts. There's a modern airport, Inter- 
net cafes, nightclubs, museums, and 
some of the most luxurious hotels in all 
of Africa. But everywhere you walk, bare- 
foot boys want to kiss your hand while 
their friends reach for your pockets. Even 
the villagers who share mud huts with 
their livestock don't have that desperate 
look in their eyes; it's a symptom of survival in this concrete jun- 
gle, home to one of the world's largest orphan populations. Amhar- 
ic and Arabic calls to prayer waft along the 
city's dusty streets. Donkey carts, limou- 
sines, and U.N. Land Rovers idle at stop- 
lights where angels with dirty faces peddle 
packets of tissue. A man in a rumpled busi- 
ness suit walks through downtown traffic, 
leading a flock of doomed sheep to slaugh- 
ter. And looming over them all-young and 
old, rich and poor, Muslim and Christian- 
stands an enormous billboard depicting 
the late great Bob Marley, fist held high, 
surrounded by 54 flags of the continent, 
emblazoned with a deceptively simple 
command: "Africa Unite." 

On February 6, 2005, some 300,000 
people gathered in Addis Ababa's Meskel 
Square for a free concert in honor of what 
would have been Bob Marley's 60th birth- 
day. The show capped a month-long sym- 
posium of panel discussions, youth work- 
shops, and fund-raisers conceived as part 
of an ongoing effort to fulfill Marley's Pan- 
African vision, the unification of all 
African nations. 

"Africa had many great kings," explains 
Bob's eldest son David "Ziggy" Marley. 
"But most of our kingdom and our monar- 
chy and everything was wiped out by colo- 
nialism. If Africa can unite resources— you 
have oil, I have diamonds-ifwe can pool 
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DAYS OF A DUPPY 
CONQUEROR 

From his days as a struggling musician in 
Trenchtown to his untimely passing at the 
age of 36, Bob Marley's life was a whirlwind 
of reggae, religion, politics, and love. Here 
are some seminal moments. 

February 6, 1945 A poor 18-year-old Jamaican 
woman named Cedella Marley (below, in 1992) 
gives birth to Robert Nesta Marley in Nine 
Miles, a small mountain village in St. Ann 
parish. Marley's Jamaican-born white father, 
50-year-old Captain Norval Marley, is a quar- 
termaster in the British military. Although he 
married Cedella in 1944, Norval buckles under 
family pressure, and he rarely sees his son. 

1962 Marley records his first self-written 
songs, "Judge Not" and "One Cup of Coffee." 
The impromptu recording session occurs after 
a young Jimmy Cliff auditions Marley and 
recognizes his talent. Producer Leslie Kong 
pays Marley £20 for the recordings. 




MUSICAL YOUTH: (From left) Ziggy, Stephen (with stagehand), and Damian "Jr. 
Gong" Marley carry on Bob's work in Addis Ababa. "That's the first time we go to 
Africa as brothers," says Damian. "And you know what that mean to our father 
as a Rastaman." But not all Ethiopians were feeling the irie vibes. During the 
show, a handful of protesters passed out flyers denouncing Rasta beliefs. 



together like a family would, we have a better chance of surviv- 
ing." That's a mighty tall order, but Ziggy has no fear of trying what 
others consider impossible. It's the way he was raised. "People are 
people," as his grandmother Cedella Booker says, "but this is fam- 
ily." And in the 25 years since Mrs. Booker's son Bob passed away, 
his family has learned how hard it can be to live out the legend. 
Right up until the Marley family's pri- 
vate jet landed at Addis Ababa Internation- 
al Airport in late January, there were doubts 
about whether the whole symposium 
would really happen. After several lineup 
changes and the last-minute pullout of a 
major sponsor, Bob and Rita's first-born 
child, Cedella, took the lead and covered 
much of the approximately $1 million-plus 
cost of the event herself. She says her dad 
came to her in a dream and told her the 
family had important work to do in 
Ethiopia. "When we got here, they told me 
they could build a clinic for $10,000," she 
said. "I was like, How many do you want?" 

The crowd at the concert was a spectacle 
to behold and extremely well behaved. But 
evidently, the Tuff Gong's sound has lost 
none of its power to unnerve the cops. "One 
good thing about music," he once sang, 
"when it hits you feel no pain." But the same 
could not be said of the Ethiopian security 
forces. For song after song, police in blue 
and gray camouflage absentmindedly swung 
their truncheons, clubbing the youths who 
stood along the metal barricades straining 
to catch a glimpse of Marley magic. 

It's not easy to stage a massive outdoor 
concert in one of the world's poorest coun- 
tries, which may be why benefit shows like 



Cops 



Live 8 prefer to transmit love to Africa large- 
ly via satellite. Still, there was nowhere else 
to launch this event but the Rastafarian 
promised land. The very word Ethiopia is 
uttered in reggae songs like a magic spell. 
When Bob Marley sang, "Almighty God is 
a living man," in "Get Up Stand Up," he 
was thinking of His Imperial Majesty Haile 
Selassie I, Emperor of Ethiopia, a devout 
Christian whom the Rasta faithful regard- 
ed as a living God (see sidebar, page 119). 
Even after Selassie was deposed and arrest- 
ed during a 1974 coup-and reported dead 
the following year— Marley's faith remained 
unshaken. "Jah Live" he would sing defi- 
antly, and millions sang along. Today, Bob 
Marley is the one who has mystically defied 
the grave. "Bob Marley no dead yunno," 
says the popular young Jamaican singer 
Gyptian, deadly serious. "Then how you 
turn on the radio this morning and hear 
'Redemption Song'? Ah no dead man sing 
that. Yeah. So Bob Marley will always live." 

Marley visited Ethiopia only once, in 
1979. He was disappointed to find Selassie's 
former kingdom plastered with posters of 
Marx and Lenin. From Addis, he traveled 
150 miles south to the Rastafarian settle- 
ment at Shashamene, where he wrote the 
song "Zimbabwe" in support of rebel forces 
then battling to liberate Rhodesia from British rule. By that time, 
the Jamaican reggae star was one of the world's biggest celebrities 
and the first to focus attention on the people of the so-called Third 
World. This was a time before Hollywood starlets adopted Ethiopi- 
an orphans or rap stars mused on the origins of their blood-soaked 
diamonds. When Marley arrived in Ethiopia, he wore a black stone 
ring that once belonged to Haile Selassie, given to him by the 
Crown Prince after the Emperor's demise. Marley himself had only 

SUN IS SHINING: (From left) Island Records founder Chris Blackwell confers 
with Bob's widow, Rita Marley, at the concert. "Chris was almost a father to 
Bob," said the Marley matriarch. Elsewhere In the crowd, two daughters of 
Addis showed love, and priests from the Ethiopian Orthodox Church blessed 
the proceedings. Shortly before his death, Marley was baptized into this ancient 
Christian faith, taking the name Berhane Selassie or "Light of the Trinity." 




December 1962 Clement "Sir Coxsone" Dodd. 
a Kingston record producer, auditions Marley's 
vocal group, originally known as the Teenagers, 
and agrees to record their songs on his Studio 
One label as. among other things, the Waiters. 
The other key members are Peter Tosh and 
Bunny Livingston. 

February 1964 Marley and the Wailers make 
their first dent on the Jamaican charts. "Sim- 
mer Down," a call for fellow "rude boys" to 
control their tempers, goes to No. 1 and moves 
thousands of copies each week. 

February 1966 Marley marries Rita Anderson, 
a Cuban-born Jamaican vocalist who got to 
know Bob as a member of the Soulettes, anoth- 
er Studio One act. Within a few days, Marley 
moves to join his mother in the United States. 

October 1966 Having been notified to register 
for the draft, a restless Marley returns to 
Jamaica to pursue his music career. He re- 
forms the Wailers with Livingston and Tosh, 
and an active interest in Rastafarianism will 
deeply influence their music, bringing a new 
spirituality to their raw tunes. 



THE REAL REVOLUTIONARY 

two years to live. "He was just there for a 
few days," says Marley's longtime bredren 
Sky High the Mau Mau. "We never per- 
form in Ethiopia. But the children fulfill 
that moment there. What a joy." 



Y: 



ou are easily the most beautiful peo- 
ple in the world," the rootsyjamaican 
radio personality Elise Kelly told the 
audience. "This is the original gene pool. 
When I walk around Ethiopia, I feel like I'm 
walking through the pages of the Bible." 

Benin-born UNICEF Goodwill 
Ambassador Angelique Kidjo sang bril- 
liantly, interspersing each number with 
pleas on behalf of Africa's suffering chil- 
dren. Lauryn Hill-accompanied by Rohan 
Marley and their four children-greeted the 
crowd in Amharic (" Tenastilin") and sat 
down to play. Just before Ms. Hill's power- 
ful set began, three slightly run-down black 
Cadillacs, with tinted glass and a motorcy- 
cle escort, whisked Ethiopian Prime Min- 
ister Meles Zenawi and his retinue into the 
crowded square and promptly whisked 
them out again before nightfall. 

Darkness had enveloped Meskel 
Square by the time the MC roared, "Let's 
hear it for the real revolutionaries in the 
house." Seven Marley brothers marched 
onstage in matching white shirts, hands joined above their heads. 
"Play I some music," eldest brother Ziggy sang to jump things off", 
and his family obliged, trading vocal duties as they ran through a 
selection of their father's humbly majestic melodies. Stephen was 
all business as usual while Ziggy appeared prayerful and contem- 
plative. Julian and Damian "Jr. Gong" kept on skanking until it 
was their turn to rock, and Kymani busied himself with a pair of 
bongos. Robbie and Rohan were on hand to build up the vibes, 
but left the singing to others. Sisters Cedella and Sharon broke 
into some jubilant dance steps. White doves fluttered onstage as 
Rita Marley and Marcia Griffiths harmonized on "Three Little 
Birds." Even mother Booker rose from her wheelchair to make a 
joyful noise. Then it was time for the moment of truth. In the mid- 





die of singing "Africa Unite," Ziggy took a 
moment to talk to the people. 

"So what do you say, Africa," he called 
out to the massive crowd, swaying in the 
gathering gloom. "Are you ready? Are you 
ready to unite?" Flames were flickering all 
throughout Meskel Square, and it was a tru- 
ly beautiful sight, but Ziggy did not have his 
answer. The band played on as he enlisted an 
Amharic interpreter to help get the question 
across. "Africa!" he cried, patiendy waiting 
for a response. "Are you really, really ready?" 

More than a year later, the answer to Zig- 
gy's question remains unclear as one-sixth 
of the world's population, including 300 
million Africans, continues to survive on 
just a dollar a day. While the Bob Marley 
Foundation remains committed to the 
Africa Unite vision, the enormity of the 
challenge is painfully clear. "Many more 
will have to suffer," as Bob put it. "Many 
more will have to die. Don't ask me why." 




The offspring of Norval Marley, a 50- 
year-old officer in the British mili- 
tary (descended from Syrian Jews), 
and Cedella Malcolm, an 18-year-old coun- 
try girl from the Jamaican parish of St. Ann 
(descended from African slaves), Robert 
Nesta Marley was a sufferer by birthright. 
Shunned by his wealthy relatives, the biracial rude boy rose up 
from the shanties of Trenchtown to become the undisputed king 
of reggae music and arguably the most universally beloved record- 
ing artist of all time. A quarter century since his death at the age 
of 36, Bob Marley has grown much larger than life. He's an out- 
law prophet, a universal folk hero, a powerful symbol of human 
rights recognized all around the world. He is revered by indigenous 
people from Arizona to New Zealand, and his music can be heard 
in every college dorm and sports bar in America. As his ubiquitous 
greatest hits album suggests, Bob Marley is now the stuff of Legend. 

The ghetto prophet left behind an estate that, as of 2004, was 
estimated to be valued at about $100 million. He did not, howev- 



August 1970 Marley and the Wailers (above) 
begin releasing tracks produced by the volatile 
Lee "Scratch" Perry. During these sessions. 
Perry pushes the Wailers toward a far-out, . 
rebellious sound. The Wailers* first two full- 
length albums, Soul Rebels and Soul Revolution, 
are culled from these sessions. 

1971 Marley walks into Chris Blackwell's. of 
Island Records, office and will later sign with 
the independent record label. As a Jamaican- 
born label that relocated to London. Island is 
instrumental in introducing the Wailers to an 
international audience. 

December 1972 Island releases its first 
Wailers LP, Catch a Fire, in the UK. 

April 1973 On Island's urging, the Wailers 
embark on a club tour of Great Britain and the 
U.S. The time on the road, including a stint with 
American rocker Bruce Springsteen, helps 
solidify the band's live performance. 



September 1974 British bluesman Eric 
Clapton covers Marley's "I Shot the Sheriff." 
The aggressive lyrics, combined with Clapton's 
nimble fretwork, push the single to No. 1 in the 
United States. 



er, leave a will, an oversight that led to a 
long, messy estate battle. Marley's song cat- 
alog, his image, and all associated intellec- 
tual property are now controlled by a pri- 
vate family foundation, with the proceeds 
shared by Rita and the singer's 11 official- 
ly recognized heirs. When Bob sang "not 
one of my seeds shall sit on the sidewalk 
and beg bread," he wasn't joking. Many 
of his seed are avid musicmakers in their 
own right, but they needn't do it for the 
money. Why then? Partly for the love of it, 
but that's not all. 

"We free the people with music," their 
father once sang, and his family has shoul- 
dered the same sort of responsibility. "From 
we born we stand for something," says 
Stephen, an accomplished producer whose 
solo debut album, Got Music?, is scheduled 
to drop this year. "I and I grow around the 
Gong, the ultimate fighting machine. Him 
fight you with words that liberate a nation. 
So you can't get more powerful than that, 
in terms of raw power that come out of a 
man. So we grow with that. We grow with 
that kind of purpose." 

"This is what people don't get," says Zig- 
gy Marley. "People know our father as a pro- 
ponent of love and things, but he had a very 
strong militant side, which was about get- 
ting rid of mental slavery, the colonial way of thinking. I don't think 
people really get that." Just as Dr. King's more challenging ideas 
about American apartheid have been reduced to innocuous slo- 
gans like "I have a dream," Marley's message has lost something in 
translation. "One Love" may be the soundtrack forjamaican Tourist 
Board commercials, but if you listen carefully, it's also an indict- 
ment of "hopeless sinners" on judgment day. And Marley tunes 

the black SURVIVORS: (From left) Students of the Jamaican Rastafarian 
Development Community School in Shashamene, an area set aside by Emperor 
Haile Selassie I (depicted on wall, below right) for black people in the West who 
wished to repatriate. Many Jamaicans answered the call, building up the land, 
but they and their children are still viewed with suspicion by many and denied 
citizenship by Ethiopia's government. 
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MOVEMENT OF JAH PEOPLE 

BY 1966, 21-YEAR-OLD BOB MARLEY HAD BECOME A FOLLOWER OF THE RASTA- 
FARI MOVEMENT. HERE'S THE LOWDOWN ON THE TEACHINGS AND WAY OF LIFE. 



hough most people associate the 
I Rastafari movement with Jamaican 
I reggae, it actually found its inspiration 
in East Africa. When Ras Tafari Makonnen was 
crowned Emperor Haile Selassie I of Ethiopia 
back in 1930, Jamaican disciples of famed 
black nationalist Marcus Garvey viewed the 
event as fulfillment of prophecy and proof that 
Selassie was Jah (God) on Earth. The move- 
ment they launched signified a reclaiming of 
African pride for impoverished Jamaicans. 

Dismissive of Babylon, the Rastafari 
movement promotes Ethiopia as a motherland 
and naturalness as an ideal for its believers. 



This African pride extends to physical appear- 
ance, and the traditional dreadlocks are grown 
as a holy order to "not make baldness upon 
their head." Ganja is smoked by some as a 
sacrament to open the mind and bring an 
individual closer to Jah, or God. 

When Selassie visited Jamaica for the first 
time in 1966, more than 100,000 Rastafarians 
and others greeted him. Staying for three days, 
the monarch urged them to liberate Jamaica 
before returning to Ethiopia, and he won the 
Rastafarians international recognition. 

Today, the Rastafari movement-said to be 
one million strong-is global but dispersed. 




KING ALPHA AND QUEEN OMEGA: His Imperial 

Majesty Haile Selassie I and his Empress Menen 
Asfaw, on one of countless murals throughout 
Shashamene, Ethiopia. 



There is no central leadership, leaving much of 
its doctrine open to interpretation, and many 
Rastafarians view their culture as a way of life 
rather than a religion. Kevin Wong 



like "Burnin' and Lootin'" just aren't much help when it comes 
to promoting all-inclusive vacation resorts. As a Rasta, Marley was 
less interested in vacation than in repatriation— the triumphant 
return of all African children to the motherland. 

"The one thing Bob was really upset about was that he never 
was relevant to black America," says Chris Blackwell, who signed the 
Wailers to Island Records in 1972. With their unique fusion of reg- 
gae, dancehall, and hip hop, Damian and his older brother Stephen 
have succeeded in translating Marley's rebel 
spirit to the hip hop generation. When 
Damian shot his "Road to Zion" video in 
the Queens House of Detention for Men, 
A-list rappers like Nas and the Game stood 
around in cramped holding cells waiting for 
their cameo. "We're going for that political 
prisoner vibe," said director Frank E Flow- 
ers. "That Guantanamo Bay, Sarajevo, Dar- 
fur kind of thing. Taking it underground, 
taking it street, taking it into the belly of the 
beast." What exacdy brought the Game out 
to the belly of the beast? "It's a new revolu- 
tion," he said simply. That, and just maybe 
he'd like to work with Jr. Gong again some 
time. "The lyrics that Damian is saying are 
important for all people to listen to," offered 
Nas, who kicked a verse on the single. "And 
of course he's got that Marley bloodline, and 
you know I hold a great deal of respect for 
that. That goes without saying." 

In the wake of his grimy Grammy-win- 
ning smash "Welcome to Jamrock," Dami- 
an says he received offers to sign with Jay- 
Z, Diddy, and G Unit, finally opting to stick 
with the family's Tuff Gong/Ghetto Youths 
International imprint. Yet even as "Wel- 
come to Jamrock" electrified the hip hop 
massive (inspiring copycat versions by Lil' 
Kim, Tony Yayo, andjuelz Santana), the 



May 1976 Marley and the Wailers release 
Rastaman Vibration, their fourth LP for Island 
Records. Marley's rock-influenced album brims 
with Rastafarian affirmations and political 
unrest. The highest charting album of Marley's 
career, it reaches No. 8 in the States and No. 15 
in the UK. 

December 1976 in what many saw as a 
politically motivated attack, a gunman shoots 
Marley and Rita on their Kingston property, 
wounding her scalp and tearing a hole through 
his arm. Both recover, and Marley miraculously 
performs two days later, as planned, at the 
Smile Jamaica concert (below). 

January 1977 Marley and the Wailers move to 
London and begin intensive work on his deeply 
personal fxodus. Many of the songs on the 
record are inspired by the Kingston assassina- 
tion attempt. In 1999. Time magazine proclaims 
the Exodus album "the best of the century." 

May 1977 While playing soccer with a top- 
ranked French team. Marley injures his right 
toe. After several months, the injury does not 
heal. Although doctors urge him to have the toe 
amputated, Marley refuses, citing his religious 
beliefs. It will later be diagnosed as cancerous. 



song was stirring controversy at home for exposing the misery that 
lurks behind Jamaica's picture-postcard image. 

"Personally that is one of my favorite songs," says Curly Lox of 
the hard-core dancehall duo Twin of Twins, whose gangster come- 
dy CDs are hot sellers on the streets ofKingston. "And why! Because 
it highlights the truth about Jamaica. But society scoffed at him, 
like, 'Look at Bob Marley's son! He's supposed to know better.' 
When Bob Marley was alive, they thought he was just a little dirty 
Rasta from Trenchtown. Now they use him 
to market tourism. It's so hypocritical. The 
only hero they love is a dead hero." 

"Jamaica," Rita Marley wrote in her 
recent memoir, No Woman No Cry, " is a 
place where you are loved one day and hat- 
ed the next." After her family was robbed 
at gunpoint in her Kingston home in 1994, 
she began planning her relocation to Ghana, 
the site of this year's Africa Unite festivities. 
And if Rita has her way, her late husband 
may follow her to Africa. Early last year, she 
reportedly announced plans to exhume Bob 
Marley's earthly remains and have them 
reburied in his "spiritual resting place," 
specifically Shashamene in Ethiopia. The 
news evoked outrage in Jamaica, where one 
newspaper columnist predicted that resi- 
dents would set up roadblocks before they'd 
let anybody dig up Bob. At least one mem- 
ber of the extended Marley family has spo- 
ken out against the plan. "It would break my 
heart if they took him away from Jamaica," 
says Damian's mother, Cindy Breakspeare, 
who was crowned Miss World in 1976. "It's 
not my determination to make, but that's 
how I feel. Bob's a son ofjamaica, and this 
is where he should stay." 

While Rita has set no timetable, her 
intentions are clear. "Let his bones be put 
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in the earth of Africa," she wrote. "That was 
his dream." For the time being, she has left 
"a piece of his locks" there. Meanwhile, the 
situation remains murky in Shashamene, 
where Rastafarian immigrants who have 
built schools and clinics for the use of local 
children complain that their own kids are 
denied citizenship. Even near Marley's pro- 
posed burial site, the Ethiopian government 
has been seizing lands promised to the 
Jamaican pilgrims by His Imperial Majesty. 




April 1978 With Jamaica on the brink of civil 
war and unemployment at 35 percent. Marley 
headlines the One Love Peace Concert in 
Kingston, where he joined hands onstage with 
Prime Minister Michael Manley and Jamaican 
opposition leader Edward Seaga. 



Haile Selassie I lived in at least two 
beautiful palaces in Addis Ababa. 
One has been converted into a uni- 
versity; the other purportedly serves as the 
residence of Prime Minister Zenawi, who 
invited the Marleys to a private reception 
there after the big concert. The palace still 
maintains a collection of caged lions in 
honor of Selassie, who traced his lineage to 
King Solomon and referred to himself as 
the Conquering Lion of the Tribe ofjudah. 
Much of the palace has remained 
unchanged since the day the Conquering 
Lion was conquered. 

"Me learn a whole heap touring His 
Majesty's palace," says Damian, reflecting 
on his journey to Ethiopia, after return- 
ing to Jamrock. "Just going in and seeing 
what kind of books him have, that teach me a lot. One thing me 
found very interesting was when me go inna him personal quar- 
ters, me see all kind of portraits of Christ, of all races. He had black 
Christ, white Christ, and some different-looking Christ. And that 
go back further to his words, 'Until the color of a man skin is of 
no more significance than the color of his eyes.'" As the multira- 



May 1980 Marley and the Wailers come out 
with Uprising. From the brisk-paced vibe of 
"Could You Be Loved" to the stripped-down 
beauty of "Redemption Song," the record is a 
worldwide smash. On the subsequent world 
tour, 100,000 fans see him perform in Milan, a 
bigger crowd than the Pope could attract a 
week earlier. 



September 1980 Marley collapses while 
running in New York's Central Park. The cancer 
in his toe has spread throughout his body, and 
the rest of the Uprising tour dates are cancelled. 

May 11, 1981 Robert Nesta Marley dies in 
Miami from cancer. After attending his enor- 
mous state funeral in Kingston, presided over 
by the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, his children 
(above, with Rita) perform as the Melody 
Makers. Bob is buried in Nine Miles, in the 
parish of St. Ann where he was born. K.W. 



interested. "You can see the meditation," 
he says, sitting on the porch of his father's 
house at 56 Hope Road. "Equality for 
human beings. That's one of the heaviest 
lessons me really learn: It's not a race thing. 
It's not a race card. It's not a division. As 
much as Africa is about black unity. . .over- 
all, it's a universal mission." 

Near the end, when asked what his lega- 
cy would be, Bob Marley spoke in the pres- 
ent tense: "To bring reggae music up from 
the ghetto to the world," he said. "To spread 
the message of unity and equality. To end 
the needless suffering of mankind. You 
know, things like that. Simple things, real- 
ly." He spent his brief time on earth pursu- 
ing this grand vision like a man with noth- 
ing left to lose. Marley fearlessly threw 
himself into bloody conflicts armed only 
with his guitar-and for what? 

The same Zimbabwean troops he once 
championed are now "cleaning up the 
streets" by removing poor black citizens. 
Four months after the Africa Unite con- 
cert, Ethiopian security forces shot dead 
22 rock-throwing protestors following a 
disputed election. And in Jamaica, the 
same old beefs that almost got Bob and 
Rita killed are spilling more blood than 
ever. Although Bob Marley did not live 
long enough to see all his missions fulfilled, he did demonstrate 
what a single human being can achieve in the face of overwhelm- 
ing obstacles. Perhaps it is that example that gives his family and 
the ever-growing legion of faithful fans reason to believe in the 
legend after all these years. That and the brutal truths within the 
music. For a hungry man is still an angry man, and out in the streets, 



cial offspring of a biracial dad, Damian was more than casually they still call it murder. 



NO MORE TROUBLE 

IN THE STUDIO WITH BOB MARLEY, THE VIBRATION WAS ALWAYS POSITIVE. 



In this excerpt from The Book of Exodus, by Vivien 
Goldman (Three Rivers Press), the author captures 
Marley in the studio in 1976, laying down the vocals for 
his new track "Smile Jamaica. "Just a few days later, his 
Kingston home would be invaded by gunmen who would 
shoot Bob and his wife, forcing Marley into exile. 

Wearing a yellow Spartan Health Club T-shirt, cut- 
off jeans, and the usual broken leather sandals, Bob's 
tucked away in a sound booth. By this stage of his 
career, Bob's a total master-singer. He spends three 
hours or more getting the phrasing perfect, adding a 
minute inflection here, changing the phrasing of a line 
there. Concentration is absolute.... 

In a break, Bob sits down next to me on a bench by 
the board. Drinking from a bottle of fruit juice, he 



explains in a low voice, '"Smile Jamaica' is supposed to 
be what's happening now...because Jamaica's a place 
where-when you hear 'rasta', you hear 'Jamaica.' The 
outside world people think dat people in Jamaica is 
rasta, but only some of de people is rasta. So now that 
people start to accept rasta, to deal with rastaman as a 
human being instead of somebody you just curse every 
day, that's different." 

Bob pauses, takes a hit off the juice. 

"Jamaica need to smile, because in Jamaica, every- 
one really vex too much." With that, he walked [back] to 
the board and asked Family Man to play the tape back. 
He listens to his voice, leaning against the board, the line 
between his brows even deeper-his face is in a perma- 
nent screw. He might have written the song for himself. 

"Dat alright?" he inquires anxiously. Not half bad, Bob. 
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Brand-New 

GET TO KNOW LAUREN LONDON, T.I.'S LEADING LADY 



"I DON'T CONSIDER MYSELF SEXY at all," says an animated Lauren London, 
21, costar of the T.I. flick 471, "There's no way in the world I can be sexy, I'm too 
goofy. You know how some girls can laugh and be all sexy, like, 'Teeheehee? Well, 
I'm like. Oh, ha ha ha ha ha\" As a struggling actress in Hollywood, London finds 
that her keen sense of humor comes in handy. The West Los Angeles native got 
started during her teenage years, even appearing in Pharrell's "Frontin"' video, 
but it wasn't until an audition for A 71. directed by veteran music director Chris 
Robinson, that London got her break as T.l.'s love interest, New-New. 

That took some major campaigning, though. First, she enlisted her friend, who 
happened to be Robinson's assistant, to help her plaster the director's desk with 
Post-It notes that read "Lauren London is New-New." That got her an opportunity 
to read for the role, but she was two hours late because of L.A.'s notorious traffic. 
"I came in and said, I have to pee. And then I ran into the men's bathroom!" recalls 
London. Robinson remembers the day all too well. "I had already auditioned 50 
actors that day, and it was 100 degrees." he says. "But we went back and turned 
the camera on. Then she began to speak, and she was New-New." 

It's her easy laughter and ability to connect with people thai make this self- 
professed Barbra Streisand fanagood bet to survive the industry's craziness. But 
don't think the petite actress Is all fun and games. "There's a lot more to a woman 
than her legs and her ass," says London. "And if people can't see that, then 
God bless them." Nothing funny about that. Jayson Rodriguez 
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James Todd Smith a household brand, this chief rockin' rapper is still 
trying to prove that he's better than you. Like that middle-aged uncle at 
the family reunion who insists on shooting hoops, and then-much to your 
surprise-proceeds to spank that ass, LL still has a few tricks up his sleeve 
on his 12th disc, Todd Smith. 

Forget that he's nearing 40-the brother from Hollis still has enough 
youthful arrogance to step behind the microphone and morph into a 
savage street talker. Indeed, the proof can be found in the cross-genera- 
tional collabos. On "It's LL and Santana," Uncle L joins Dipset standout 
Juelz Santana for a swaggering, hard-core, one-two alliance that bridges 
the gap between hip hop's yesteryear and the new era. Even more 
appealing is the aggressive braggadocio of the Freeway-assisted joint 
"What You Want- 
Having discovered long ago that if he wanted to stay popular, he had to 
keep the soul sisters jiggling, LL Cool J has never strayed far from the 
musical formula that made the ladies love him and the girls adore him. On 
the hyperelectro-funk club anthem "Control Myself (with undercover B- 
girl Jennifer Lopez giving us her best Madonna/femme fatale imperson- 
ation on the hook), LL is still doin' it and, doin' it, and doin' it well. Mean- 
while, the saccharine, Track Masters-produced wedding song "Down the 
Aisle" sticks to the safer side of the ladies-first template. 

In addition, there are moments on Todd Smith that express a rare 
pathos, simultaneously strange and raw. Creating a perfect blend of 
rugged rap and retro soul, LL and Lyfe 
Jennings construct "Freeze," a stellar 
track detailing the life of a mack. Remi- 
niscent of the Time's RSB classic "Gigolos 
Get Lonely Too," Uncle L strips off the 
vanity and boasting ("...please don't change the locks on the door") to 
reveal his "I Need Love"-style vulnerability over liquid grooves and 
sparse production. 

Still, this reworked sensitivity hardly prepares us for the mental crack- 
up that occurs on the maddening "I've Changed," a Fata/Aftracf/on-like 
tale that explores a volatile relationship gone awry. As new jack singer 
Ryan Toby harmonizes like Curtis Mayfield in the background, "I've 
Changed" proves as disturbing as it is fascinating. Becoming more and 
more paranoid as he breaks his ex-girl's new man's headlights ("Call the 
po-po, I ain't afraid...."), the lyrics are complemented by haunting Track 
Masters production that contrasts with their usual commercial sheen. 

What's most puzzling is Todd Smith's excessive reliance on collabora- 
tions. "We're Gonna Make It," a hip hop-gospel hybrid with Mary Mary, is 
the kind of track best left to choirboys like Kirk Franklin. There's no 
denying, however, the sonic beauty of "Preserve the Sexy," which could 
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song to a blaxploitation 
flick, with hot girl Teairra 
Mar( riding shotgun. 

All in all, though many 
rap fans may believe LL 
hasn't been relevant since 
he stung like a bee on his 
1990 masterpiece, Mama 
Said Knock You Out, this 
offering proves the G.O.A.T. 
is still swinging. 
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T.I. 

KING 

GRAND HUSTLE/ATLANTIC 



ATL royalty backs up his 
boasts. 

T.I. is really letting this king 
thing go to his head. On 
"King Back," the first song 
on King, the King of the South 
proclaims he's "dictating and 
taking orders from no one but 
God." It's a warning to everyone- 
not just fellow rappers from below 
the Mason-Dixon Line-that T.I.'s 
reign, which went mainstream 
with 2004's platinum Urban 
Legend, has yet to peak. 

His exciting first single, 
"What You Know," 
bolsters that claim despite 
sticking to the familiar 
T.I. formula. (Anthemic 
chorus? Check. Unrepen- 
tant tough talk? Double 
check.) Equally impres- 
sive, though, is when Tip 
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T.I.'S 
18-month- 
old son is 
royally 
named- 
what 
else?-King. 



forgoes the usual bragging for 
shades of vulnerability. 

Over expressive keys, T.I. 
hopes for life after death on "Live 
in the Sky." Then he fills the 
chorus of the Crystal Waters- 
sampling "Why You Wanna" with 
equal parts swagger and hurt, 
pleading, "In a relationship and 
faithful to a nigga so wack / Now 
why you wanna go and do that?" 

Sure, King's occasional lack of 
originality ("Stand Up Guy") and 
sometimes sluggish 
wordplay ("My name 
rings like an alarm in the 
street") could be cited. 
But that, of course, would 
only amount to throwing 
rocks at the throne. 

nomas Golianopoulos 
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> PAUL oaken fold, 4 lively mind (Maverick) This pioneering 
DJ/producer/remixer brings together a unique mix of vocalists- 
including Pharrell, Brittany Murphy, and Grandmaster Flash-to 
create adventurous dance music. 




> ANDREW HILL, TIMELINES 
(Blue Note) A fabled jazz revolu- 
tionary from the '60s-when he 
recorded with Eric Dolphy, Tony 
Williams, and Freddie Hubbard- 
pianist-composer Hill shows that his 
gifts of creativity and freedom 
remain intact. 



> ANN NESBY, IN THE SPIRIT 
(Shanachie) At once uplifting and 
electrical, Nesby's flagrant, high- 
octave prayers revive gospel 
classics with angelic vocals and haunting organs, just enough to 
raise your spirits. 

> WILLIAM ORBIT, HELLO WAVEFORMS (Sanctuary) The Grammy- 
winning Brit, who's produced for Madonna, U2, and Blur, takes a 
musical journey through electronic synths and ethereal melodies 
that gives insight into his magical, musical mind. 
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CHRISTINA MILIAN 

SOAMAZIN' 

ISLAND DEF JAM 



Sultry singer continues to ooze 
sex appeal. 

Christina Milian shed her 
teenybopper image (and a 
healthy amount of cloth- 
ing) with her "Dip It Low" single 
back in 2004. Now on her third 
album, SoAmazin', the petite 
Cuban-American singer sets out to 
prove she's a ride-or-die type of 
chick-albeit one prone to roman- 
tic fancies. 

On the upbeat "Hot Boy," one 
of the album's highlights, Milian 
adopts a street-sawy 
persona, riding the piano 
synthesizer-heavy track, 
singing, "I'm a hot girl / In 
need of a hot boy / Hot, 
hot, hot boy." And there's 
definitely no shortage of 
sexual innuendo in songs 
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Milian 
cowrote 
the7.Lo 
single 
"Play," 
from J.Lo's 
2001 LP. 



like the bounce-heavy "My Lovin' 
Goes" and the lusty ballad "I'll Be 
Waiting." 

Though So Amazin' is ripe with 
sexuality, it's also a surface- 
dwelling effort devoid of any 
profound insights. "Who's Gonna 
Ride," rumored to be a dis track 
addressed to ex-boyfriend Nick 
Cannon, lacks the requisite venom 
and contempt of a woman 
scorned. Thankfully, Milian's 

voice is pleasant enough 
that, when combined 
with stellar production 
(i.e., Cool & Dre's soul- 
stirring violins on the lead 
single "Say 1"), it makes 
up for songwriting short- 
comings. Celia San Miguel 
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FREE AGENT 





> name: Taurus (Doma. 
Notation, and Jazz) 

> AGE: 20. 19.18 

> HOMETOWN: Atlanta 

> GENRE: R&B 

> favorite albums: Chris Brown, 
Chris Brown; Destiny Fulfilled, 

Destiny's Child; The Greatest Hits, Whitney Houston 

> dream collabo: Jermaine Dupri. Janet Jackson, and Missy Elliott 

ATL trio Taurus shares more than just a Zodiac sign and a passion 
for singing. "We're also all the same size," jokes Jazz, the youngest. 
"So we borrow one another's clothes." And after moving from 
Oklahoma to the A in 2002 in pursuit of a music career, sisters 
Doma and Notation (nee Domanica and Bianca Rave) needed 
someone to share their dreams with. They met Jazz (Jamekia 
Roberts) through a mutual friend and formed Taurus, whose 
trademarks are three-part harmonies and choreographed per- 
formances. The group's lead single, "Taurus Here," a remake of 
Salt-N-Pepa's "Push It," blends Crunk & B with the group's self- 
described street pop. Taurus has also mastered a high-octane 
performance style: "We always bring a ton of energy," says Nota- 
tion. "Just picture three Ciaras onstage." Chris Yuscavage 

> be the judge: Hear tracks at vibe.com/communitY/free_agent/ 
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Busy Signal 



Driving down Spanish Town Road toward Tivoli Gardens, 
BUSY SIGNAL is on his cell phone explaining what his local and 
global hit, "Born and Grow," is all about. "Inna the garrison there 
ain't no comparison," he says in the tune, "nuff hell raise." 

A garrison is a military post where troops are stationed. In 
Jamaica, the word is used to describe certain inner-city neighbor- 
hoods that have traditionally remained loyal to one of the island's 
two main political parties, provid- 
ing muscle at election time. Among 
the strongest of all the garrisons is 
Kingston's Tivoli Gardens, one of 
the places Busy called home when 
he was just a barefoot youth 
named Reanno Gordon. Now age 
23, he's one of dancehall's hottest 
new DJs, getting busy in every 
sense of the term. 

"The whole of Jamaica is a 
ghetto, if you're gonna look on a 
ghetto," says Busy, who grew up 
admiring Bounty Killer and is now 
a proud protege of the dancehall 
warlord. "But when I say garrison 
now, the gully and the trenches, 
that's far different from just a 
ghetto. It's a ghetto, but it go 
deeper." So what sort of hell-raising goes on there? "You see 
people ah fight," Busy recalls. "You see the guns and everything. 
But then again you see love; you see people enjoy themselves." 

Busy's first release was on Renaissance's 2004 "Tunda Clap" 
riddim, but his biggest hits have been exclusive tracks that he 
coproduced. He's even putting out his own debut album. Step 
Out, on his newly formed Network Records. The hard-working DJ 
says he knew he was going to "bust" when he saw his songs 
blowing up street parties like Passa Passa Wednesdays outside 
of Tivoli. "When me see how people react to songs like 'Step Out,' 
the way the tune gotta be played back like over 30. 40 times, it's 
really overwhelming," he says. "There's no better joy than that." 
From the aforementioned street anthems to conscious songs 
like "Too Much Gun," Busy's 
creative versatility never strays 
far from his roots in the Gar- 
dens. "I'm proud of my work," 
he says. "Now I can sing some- 
thing to uplift the youths, help 
open their eyes through my 
lyrics. Remember, I'm still one 
of them. It's just that I'm 
blessed with a talent." And in 
the garrison, that's a license to 
raise nuff hell. 




HEAVY ROTATION 

BOB MARLEY AND THE 
WAILERS One Love at Studio One 
J964-I966 (Heartbeat) 
JOS I E MEL Rasta Still de Bout 
(Minor 7 Flat 5) 

TANYA STEPHENS Rebelution 
(VP) 

MATISYAHU VoutMSony) 
THE TRAVELLERS Black Black 
uinds (Pressure Sounds) 



HEAR THIS: vibe's pick of the month 



DEM FRANCHISE BOYZ, FEAT. TREY SONGZ, 
"FREAKY AS SHE WANNA BE"-DFB and SongZ 
invite the females to rock it on their latest 
single from On Top of Our Game. 
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THE STREETS 

THE HARDEST WAY TO 
MAKE AN EASY LIVING 

VICE/ATLANTIC RECORDS 

®®®c« 



The Streets doesn't rap in the 
conventional sense of the 
word. He does, however, 
run over beats with rhythmic (and 
occasionally arrhythmic) observa- 
tions on life, love, and fame. In 
doing so, he cuts deeper than most 
conventional rappers. Although 
The Hardest lacks the brilliant 
conceptual focus of his last effort, 
A Grand Don't Come for Free, the 
Streets' candid talk about sex with 
crack-smoking pop stars, the 
systematic destruction of hotel 
rooms, and the American propen- 
sity to shoot our musicians (and in 
the case ofjohn Lennon, British 
ones, too), make for a thoroughly 
entertaining listen. 

Noah Callahan-Bever 

VAN HUNT 

ON THE JUNGLE FLOOR 

CAPITOL 

®®®® 

Van Hunt's second album, 
On the Jungle Floor, finds 
the eclectic soul man 
crafting a winning concoction of 
musical styles stoked in genre- 
defying ambition. Doses of rock 
surface on songs like "Ride, Ride, 
Ride" and "At the End of a Slow 
Dance," while the hard-hitting 
funk of "Hot Stage Lites" and the 
solemn blues of "Priest or Police" 
demonstrate Hunt's ability to 
balance influences of Sly Stone 



and Prince. Together, the songs 
here are a beautiful mess of ideas 
that could each stand on its own, 
but take on new meaning when 
bridged by Hunt's selective 
sensibility. Jozen Cummings 

SIZZLA 

AIN'T GONNA SEE US FALL 

VP 

®®®$ 



I t's no wonder Damon Dash 
I jumped at the opportunity to 
I sign Sizzla to his label. The 
mercurial reggae prodigy hates to 
wait and refuses to fall. But while 
you're waiting for that album to 
drop, he pumps out selections 
recorded with various Jamaican 
producers. Sly & Robbie rein in 
Sizzla's eccentricities to make 
"People Need Love" a small 
masterpiece as well as the album's 
title cut-built from rock and rap 
elements-sheer brilliance. At 
times, this work is uneven (espe- 
cially when he flips into his crazy 
falsetto), but even Sizzla's near 
misses are interesting. RohKenner 

Sizzla 




r MILESTONES 

Five albums that changed JOHN legend's life. 



JUVENILE 

REALITY CHECK 

ATLANTIC 



Things are back to normal for 
this N.O. all-star. 



On his seventh album, 
Reality Check, New Orleans 
native Juvenile seems less 
concerned with issuing a requiem 
for his flooded hometown than 
returning it to a state of normalcy. 
Torn between the twin muses of 
thugging and womankind, the 
former Hot Boy bisects this 
offering accordingly. 

While he exposes the grind 
("Everybody need a check from 
FEMA, so he can go and 
score him some cocaina") 
on "GetYaHusdeOn," 
the strip-club anthem 
"Rodeo" finds him appre- 
ciating voluptuous females 
with equal gusto. "I can't 
deny you're a beautiful 
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EXTRA! 
EXTRA! 



Juviehas 
visited N.O. 
three times 

since 
Katrina, as 
of press 
time. 



bitch," he says almost gently. 

In the hands of prolific beat- 
smiths such as Mannie Fresh, 
Scott Storch, and Cool and Dre, 
each beat after the next is a consis- 
tently bouncy amalgamation of 
machine gun hats, 808 kicks, and 
pulsing synth stabs. Guest appear- 
ances are predictable but effective: 
Mike Jones and Paul Wall drop 
Screwston colloquialisms along- 
side Wacko and Skip on the 
posse cut "Way I Be 
Leanin'." 

Though Reality Check 
isn't overly ambitious, 
Juvenile nonetheless 
succeeds in accomplish- 
ing his modest goals. 

Be n Detrick 



> STE VIE WONDER, TALKING BOOK (Motown, 1972) The pro- 
duction was innovative; it was kind of trippy. He was really 
experimenting with the limits of where soul music could go. 

>STEVIE WONDER, INNERVISIONS 
(Motown, 1973) That whole era of his was so 
brilliant. All very important albums, just 
brilliant music. He just had some dope songs. 

> D'ANGELO, BROWN SUGAR (EMI, 1995) 
I always think of college, when my roommate 
listened to Jimmy Buffett all the time. Whoever 
was in the room first would play they shit, and 
when it was me, I'd be blasting D'Angelo. 

> TONY TONI TONE, HOUSE OF MUSIC 
(Mercury, 1996) A lot of people overlook this 
album. It was their last one, but it was big. My 
favorite song is an obscure one, "Wild Child." 

> LAURYN HILL, THE MISEDUCATION OF 
LAURYNHILL (Ruff house, 1998) That was the 
best example of hip hop and soul merging together. She's one 
of the dopest MCs. singers, and producers that has come 
around in a longtime. 



Miguel 

Gift of Sight Recipient 
Bolivia Mission 2001 





help 

someone see 

a better 
future 



meet Untl recently, the blackboard 

MIGUEL had always been a blur to 
Miguel. He didn't know he needed glasses until 
he visited LensCrafters' optical clinic in his small 
town in Bolivia. Because someone like you 
donated their used glasses to LensCrafters, 
Miguel can now see the 
blackboard and the rest of 
the world more clearly. 
To learn more about our 
local and international 
charitable programs, or to 
donate to LensCrafters 
Foundation, visit 
www.givethegiftofsight.org . 



Give 
theGift 

OFglGHT. 

LensCrafters 
Lions Clubs 
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When you help the American Red Cross, you help America. 

We all have to look out for each other. 
And with thousands of Americans requiring help every day, 
someone needs you to volunteer now. 

Contact your local chapter or visit redcross.orc 
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A/B CONVERSATION 

Fly tracks or wack wax? Ask our critics, A/B. 
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> "CASSIDY (ANTHEM)," 
CASSIDY(J) 

A: Philly stand up. Another 
street anthem from Cas. 
B: He's been away so long, 
apparently, he's forgotten 
his name. 

A: Did he just say he's "palm- 
ing the pistol"? 
B: Yeah. I guess he's forgot- 
ten about the hip hop 
police? 

> "GIMME THAT," CHRIS 
BROWN, FEAT. LIL WAVNE 
(Zomba) 

A: Chris Brown's got another 
banger. 

B: Humph. I'm not getting 

caught up in this boy's hype. 

A: Why you hatin'? The Scott 

Storch beat is crazy! 

B: Wayne is cool, but I'm not 

feeling the song. 

A: Okay, Usher, tell 'em why 

you really mad, son. 

> "FEELS SO GOOD," REMY 
MA, FEAT. NE-VO 
(Universal) 

B: Remy holds it down for 
the ladies. 

A: Yo, I heard Ne-Yo replaced 
Mario on this. 
B: Really? Obviously, she 
made the right choice. 
A: And look, no curses. 
B: She's such a f-ing lady! 

> "KICK, PUSH," LUPE 

FIASCO (Atlantic) 
A: This is dope. KindaA 
Tribe Called Quest-ish. Who 
is this? 

B: Lupe Fiasco, fool! The 
dude from Kanye West's 
"Touch the Sky" video. 
A: Who knew skateboarding 
could sound so cool. 
B: Yeah, totally friggin' 
gnarly, son. 



HEAR THIS: VlBE's pick of the month 



JAHEIM, "THE CHOSEN ONE" A Willie 
Hutch sample provides Jaheim with 
the perfect blueprint for wooing his 
lady-ghetto style. 
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INDIE BEAT 

Underdogs sound off 



LAB NOTES 

Who's doing what with whom in the studio 







> UP HYGH, VENUS ( Jugglin') The precocious 
Swedish production duo has mastered the 
Motor City formula of crisp percussion and 
funkadelic keys on its debut, which includes 
appearances by Little Brother and Planet Asia, 
among others. 

> UGLY DUCKLING, BANC FOR THE BUCK 
(Fat Beats) In the tradition of the Pharcyde and 
Jurassic 5, the Long Beach, Calif., trio incorpo- 
rates foolproof tactics like record-scratching, 
soul-jazz samples, vocal harmonies, and call-and- 
response choruses into its fun-loving sound. 

> PROZACK TURNER, BANGATHON 

(Hunger Strike) The front man of Northern Cali 
group Foreign Legion started his own label to 
release his G-funk-accented and constantly 
comical debut. 

> BORDER CROSSING, OMINOUS 

(Sound/Recall) Despite hailing from West Lon- 
don, this trio of Brits sounds a lot more Brixton 
than Notting Hill, blending acid-jazz, neo-soul, 
dancehall, and lots of bravado into its futuristic 
brand of hip hop. 



Westsiiiiidel Looks like you'll be 
hearing that a lot this summer 
courtesy of Ice cube. The rapper 
turned actor has finally put down 
the Hollywood scripts long enough 
to finish up his seventh solo album. 
And with Scott Storch, Swizz 
Beatz, and Lil Jon manning the 
boards and Snoop Dogg and WC 
trading verses with the former 
N.W.A member, it's already shaping 
up to be one hell of a gangsta 
party. Back on the East Coast, G 
Unit underboss Lloyd Banks is 
hungry for more once again. With 
his sophomore effort, he's a family 
man, linking with 50 Cent, Young 
Buck, Tony Yayo, and Mobb Deep. 
Timbaland, Eminem, and Sha Honey XL are all expected to 
provide backdrops. Meanwhile, az is AW0L no longer. He's 
calling on DJ Premier, the Alchemist, Heatmakerz, and Buck- 
wild to score another LP of streetwise tales. And if all this 
testosterone's got you down, Kelis has you covered. She's filling 
in the X factor with help from Raphael Saadlq, will. i. am, and 
Cee-Lo. Surely, it'll bring all the boys back to the yard. 



SCHOOL OF: COMPUTER ANIMATION > DIGITAL ARTS & DESIGN > ENTERTAINMENT RUSINESS > FILM > GAME DEVELOPMENT > RECORDING ARTS > SHOW PRODUCTION & TOURING 



ONE OF THE ~ 

FIVE BEST 

MUSIC 

PROGRAMS 

IN THE COUNTRY 




— Rolling Stone Magazine 

August 11, 2005 




800.226.7625 |£ 
fullsail.com GET STARTED 
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Real World Education 



If you 're serious about your dream, 

we'll take your dream seriously. 



3300 University Boulevard 
Winter Park, a 32792 




School of 

Recording Arts 
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YES! Send me 3 FREE DVDs, item #7684 
/ am enclosing $19.95 (check or money order) 
(I certify I am 18 or older.) 



COVER STORY: "TRAPPED" 

Cover: Jacket. $650, by Bally, N.Y.C. (212-751-9082): T-shirt, two for $10. by 
ihanes.com): sunglasses. $99, by Ray-Ban irayban.com). 



GODDESS: "STUDY BREAK" 

Page 132: Dress. $218. by BCBG Max Azria ibcbg.com); bracelets by M4M ihm.com): 
platforms. $90. by Steve Madden (sreyemadden.com). 

Page 133: Top. $72. by Baby Phat (babypnar.com): jeans. $79. by Guess (guess.com): 
headband. $5. from Claire's iclaires.com); bracelets by HAM ihm.com); scarf by 
Lauren by Ralph Lauren ipolo.com); sandals. $70. by Steve Madden 

(srevemadden.com). 

FASHION: "COOL CAREERS" 

PAGE 122: Sweater, $398. by Polo by Ralph Lauren ipolo.com); cap. $35, by 
New Era Cap ineweracap.com). 

PAGE 124: Sweater. $425. by Just Cavalli, Miami (305-861-5151): sweatpants. $59, 
by Enyce ienyce.com): ring. $425. by Lia Sophia Wasophia.com); sandals. $745. by 
Le Sllla at Chuckies, N.Y.C. (212-593-9898). Top. $42. by Enyce, at Dr. Jays idrjays.com): 
shorts, $18, by American Apparel iamericanapparel.net); wristbands by Catch A Fire. 
Chain-link necklace. $136. and charm necklace. $198. both by rachel leigh 
(shopbop.com): bangles. $65. by Lee Angel ileeangel.com): sandals. $275. by BCBG 
Max Azria ibcbg.com). Hoops. $55. by R J. Graziano, N.Y.C. (212-685-1248): chain-link 
necklace. $445. by Isaac Manevitz for Ben-Amun iben-amun.com); sandals. $715, 
by Christian Louboutin, N.Y.C. (212-255-1910). Chain-link necklace, $95, by R.J. 
Graziano, N.Y.C. (212-685-1248): sandals. $715. by Christian Louboutin, at Neiman 
Marcus (neimanmarcus.com). 

PAGE 126: Hooded sweatshirt. $90. by LRG ilrg.com): shirt. $42. by Pepe Jeans 
London, at Macy's imacys.com); T-shirt, $15, by American Apparel 
iamericanapparel.net): jeans. $80. by Polo Jeans Co. Ralph Lauren ipolojeans.com); 

sneakers, $95. by Nike (niketown.com). 

PAGE 127: Dress. $3,705. by Mlssoni, N.Y.C. (212-517-9339): ring, $48, by Agatha 
Paris (800-AGATHA-7): sandals. $725. by Le Sllla at Petit Peton. N.Y.C. 
(212-677-3730). Blazer by Malson Martin Margiela; T-shirt. $16. by Calvin Klein 
Underwear (cku.com); jeans. $198. by Earnest Sewn (earnestsewn.com): pin. $205. 
and belt. $305. both by Dior Homme by Hedi Slimane idior.com); sneakers. $290. 
by Y-3 iy-3.com). 

PAGE 128: Blazer. $395. by RyanKenny iparisian.com); sweater. $70. by Timberland 

(timberland.com); T-shirt, twb for $10, by Hanes ihanes.com); jeans. $198, by Earnest 
Sewn (earnestsewn.com). 8louse. $2,750. by Baby Phat by Kimora Lee Simmons, 
available by special order (212-391-9443): camisole, $26. by Baby Phat by Kimora 
Lee Simmons, N.Y.C. (212-533-PHAT); jeans. $185. by Radcliffe Denim at Barney's 
N.Y.C. (barneys.com): hoops. $55. by R.J. Graziano (212-685-1248): bracelets. $105, 
by Roxanne Assoulln tor Lee Angel ileeangel.com); bangles. $36. by Agatha Paris 
(800-AGATHA-7). Blazer. $1,450. shirt. $495. and tie. $150. all by VSL (ysl.com); jeans. 
$200. by Diesel idiesel.com): watch, $20,000. by Montblanc imontblanc.com). shirt. 
$42. and jeans. $70. both by Akademiks at Macy's (macys.com): T-shirt. $15. by 
American Apparel iamericanapparel.net): watch. $3,000. by Ernst Benz 
iernstbenz.com). 

PAGE 130: Jacket. $2,000. and shorts. $1,140, both by Louis Vuitton 

(louisvuitton.com): tank. $15. by American Apparel iamericanapparel.net); necklace. 
$198. by rachel leigh at Mr. Guy. St. Louis (314-991-5262): sandals. $595. by VSL 
(yst.com). 

PAGE 131: Sweater. $525. and shirt. $250, both by Turnbull * Asser, N.Y.C. 
(212-752-5700): jeans. $242. by PRPS, at Vinnie's Styles. N.Y.C. (718-636-9787); 
sneakers. $75. by adidas (ad7das.com). 
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Weoffera 100% Money-Back Guarantee! 
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ChrfeBrown-Yo 35298 ^SSTe 35271 35262 J 35312 35lof ' 35286 ^5246 D,ddy Yankee - Carina 

Daddy Yankee -Rompe 35333 35260 Destiny s Child -Soldier 

Jamie Foxx- Unpredictable 35323 1 " ^" ] [>^5er^] W ^^-1 35232 Jay-Z - 99 Problems 
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Mariah Carey - We Belong Together 35255 • 1 |W' [ jmV^^ I I /gk 35234 Outkast - The Way You Move 

Mary J, Blige- Be Without You 35295 mWs^ ; — - . [r ^^"i^ 35311 Publ ' c E^emy - Check What You re Listening 1 
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1. Can Paul Wall do a verse 
without mentioning 

his teeth? 

2. Although Belly's plot was 
kinda ridiculous, it did look 
great, so why won't Hollywood 
give Hype Williams 
another shot? 

3. How much starch does 
Juelz Santana spray on 
his bandanna? 

4. Wasn't Jamie Foxx's 
"Unpredictable" video-with 
beautiful women, a club 
scene, and a Ludacris cameo- 
pretty predictable? 

5. Wouldn't it be hot to see 
Ciara and Chris Brown dance 
together in a video? 

6. Why is Bowwow beefing 
with Will Smith? 

7. Aren't we a little 
disappointed that Karrine 
"Superhead" Steffans still 
won't reveal who "Papa" is? 

8. And what does it say 
about Bill Maher's 
sexual appetite, 
given that he's 
moved on after 
dating Superhead? 

9. Now that Jay-Z 
has signed Nas and 
50 Cent has signed 
Mobb Deep, does it 
mean that Queens- 
bridge is hot again, or 
fallen on tough times? 

10. And where's 
Cormega? 




144 VI BB 




11. After all the hoopla, 
does it feel like people 
couldn't care less that 
the Fugees are back? 
12. With Mase now 
reppin' Atlanta, is it 
safe to say he's the 
most confused 
rapper ever? 

13. Anyone else think 
Tanya Morgan is the 
worst group name in 

the history of hip hop? 

14. Can we agree that 
Little Brother is nor the 

next A Tribe Called Quest? 
15. If Kevin Federline goes 
platinum, does that mean 
rap is officially dead? 
16. After the Rolling 
Stones' listless Super Bowl 
performance, shouldn't 
the NFL reconsider their 
family-oriented stance 
for the half-time show? 
17. Does it get any sicker 
than the Fort Lauderdale 
kids who beat a home- 
less man to death 
with bats? 

18. Speaking of sick, 
how disturbing was 

that picture of 
Da Brat and Liza 
Minnelli's estranged 
husband, David 
Gest, locking lips? 

19. Isn't Kanye west 
taking this Jesus 

thing a little 
too far? 
20. Are UP Cease 
and Janet Jackson on 
the same diet? 
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REAL DOCTORS, REAL SCIENCE, REAL RESULTS! 
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DOES SIZE REALLY 

MATTER TO YOUR LOVER? ■B! 

MORE THAN YOU CAN POSSIBLY IMAGINE! 



But The Penis Enhancement System You Choose Matters Even More 



PENIS ENHANCEMENT BREAKTHROUGH 

MAGNA-RX+® Penis Enhancement Formula is absolutely the easiest, fastest, doctor recommended way to add massive, pulsating, 
and explosive pure manhood to satisfy your lover like never before! In just a few short weeks, you'll be amazed as you watch your penis 
grow into the biggest, thickest, hardest one she's ever had and the one she'll remember forever and ever! No penis enhancement system 
or pill is easier to use, works faster, or is more effective than MAGNA-RX+: GUARANTEED, or YOUR MONEY BACK! 



THE DOCTOR BEHIND 
MAGNA-RX+ 

The genius behind MAGNA-RX+ is 
George Aguilar M.D., a Board 
Certified Urologist who has treated 
over 70,000 patients with erectile 
problems. He is a 
member of both 
the College of 
Urology, and the 
| director of 46 
* urologists. He is 
also a past presi- 
dent of his State 
Society of urolo- 
gists. Over three years ago, Dr. Aguilar 
made the amazing discovery that is now 
known as MAGNA-RX+, a powerful 
natural Penis Enhancement Formula. 
Using this potent formula daily, his 
patients dramatically increased their 
erectile size, performance, and pleas- 
ure in only a few short weeks, Best of 
all MAGNA-RX+'s breakthrough herbal 
formula is 100% natural and safe, with 
no known side effects. 

MAGNA-RX PRODUCTS g-^r'i "i vt .\\. 
ARE AVAILABLE AT: taM< - 




ORGASMIC THRUST ACTIVATION™ 

Only MAGNA-RX+ pills contain the exclusive trademarked, Orgasmic Thrust 
Activation process. This factor alone would make MAGNA-RX+ the most 
powerful Penis Enhancement Formula available at any price Not only do 
men report amazing increases in length, thickness, and endurance, but also 
they are equally delighted by the sheer intensity and concentrated power of 
their orgasms (as are their very satisfied lovers)! 

THE WORLD'S NUMBER ONE 
PENIS ENHANCEMENT FORMULA 
AND STILL GROWING! 

With millions sold, demand for MAGNA-RX+ has exploded 
worldwide as word of mouth has spread about what many 
medical experts have called the world's most powerful Penis 
Enhancement Formula. In one of this country's state-of-the- 
art pharmaceutical laboratories, a dedicated 
team of biochemists has meticulously worked 
around the clock to produce enough of 
MAGNA-RX+'s proprietary, all-natural botanical 

■ * ormu,a f° r men - l ust llke yourself, who want a 
nt 5<gger thicker 'vore energetic penis fast! 

* SattftrMlTl NOTHING ELSE TO 
BUY EVER AGAIN! 

The MAGNA-RX+ Formula is so powerful, so 
effective, so complete, we 100% guarantee that 
you'll NEVER have to purchase any more than the 





60-day supply included in this special offer. We could easily make MAGNA- 
RX* much weaker in order to have you buy more like some companies do. 
Instead, we focus on getting the best results as quickly as possible. That's the 
secret of our success! With the MAGNA-RX+ System, you can skyrocket 2", 
3 " , even 5 * m 60 days or less - with nothing else to buy ever again ! 

BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE! SAVE $59.95! 

If you're ready to become the biggest man you can be, then order your supply 
of MAGNA-RX+ today! See for yourself what thousands of satisfied men (and 
their lovers) have already discovered: MAGNA-RX+ 15 the world's #1 best-sell- 
ing Penis Enhancement Formula for one very simple reason: IT WORKS & 
NOTHING ELSE CAN COMPARE! 

Need another reason to try MAGNA-RX+? How about 50% OFF our regu- 
lar price! MAGNA-RX+ normally retails for $59 95 for a 30-day supply, but if 
you order now we'll include a second month's supply absolutely FREE! 

FREE GIFT! MAGNA-RX TOPICAL LOTION 

Hurry! For a limited time when you order MAGNA-RX+ pills, we'll also include 
ABSOLUTELY FREE a full 30-day supply of Dr. Aguilar's new and amazing 
MAGNA-RX Topical Lotion - an $89.95 value! (Limit one per household ) 



100% MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE! 

We are so confident that MAGNA-RX+ will transform you into another 
HUGELY SATISFIED MAGNA MAN that we offer you an UNCONDITIONAL 
100% 60-DAY MONEY-SACK GUARANTEE and either way, please keep 
the MAGNA-RX Topical Lotion as our FREE GIFT to youl 



ADDITIONAL PRODUCTS FOR MEN AND WOMEN 



Dr. Aguilar's MAGNA RX TOPICAL LOTION 

Potency And Stimulation Enhancer That Works From The Outside Inl 

Dr. Aguilar's new, fast-acting, powerful topical lotion can be used any time you want to guarantee to 
give you biggest and best lovemakmg performance. Only moments after you rub it in, you'll actually 
start to feel the potent botanicals of this amazing new transdermal lotion go to work as it safety 
increases blood flow for maximum erectile size and stimulation. However, when this state-of-the-art 
lotion is used in conjunction with MAGNA-RX+ pills, please be prepared for massive increments of 
peak sexual performance and unparalleled euphoric pleasure for both you and your partner! 

30-Day Supply $59.95 FREE WITH MAGNA-RX+ PILLS 



ALPHA MALE PLUS " Meet Nature's #1 Super Stud! 

Alpha Male Plus is a medical doctor's amazing, all-natural male hormonal stimulant that contains 
pure Wapiti Elk Extract. Scientists believe the male Wapiti Elk possesses the strongest sex drive in 
nature allowing him to repeat a "world-class" performance again in as little as three minutes. And 
he has been known to mate up to 20 times in a row! Until you experience the power of Alpha Male 
Plus for yourself, you won't believe men are capable of having almost non-stop sex, experiencing the 
male equivalent of intense euphoric pleasure associated with multiple orgasms. By safely combining 
the Wapiti Elk Extract with other potent nutrients, a revolutionary formula has been created to rum 
almost any average man into a virtual super stud overnight 

30-Day Supply $39.95 



TRX™ A Testosterone Enhancer For Producing Massive Results! 

As reported in the cover story of the January 19, 2004 TIME magazine {page 72) fesfosferone is the 
#1 factor that determines your sexual desire and your ability to perform in the bedroom TRX is a 
revolutionary, all-natural, doctor designed and endorsed formula that many medical experts are call- 
ing the most powerful testosterone pre-cursor and enhancer ever without a prescription, 
WARNING: Please use TRX only if you want to: be infused with intense passion and desire; experi- 
ence extreme stamina and performance; produce monstrous erections; establish a beastly reputation 
for giving ultimate satisfaction again and again. 

30-Day Supply $39.95 



LAVA ' Natural Libido Enhancer For Women Will Set Her On Fire! 

LAVA For Women is a fast-acting (use only with her permission) doctor-designed passion formula to help 
quickly stimulate female desire, performance, and ultimate satisfaction over and over again. You'll find the 
results irresistible as she erupts and overflows with intense pleasure. 



Credit Cards Order Toil-Free: 1-866-299-0759 
Visit Our Website: www.freemagnarx.com 



Send to: MAGNA-RX, Inc. DEPT. VB-056 
POST OFFICE BOX 6879, THOUSAND OAKS, CALIFORNIA 91359 



Please RUSH the following. I enclose $_ 



DC heck □ Money Order 

□ MAGNA-RX +$ (30-Day Supply) GET AN ADDITIONAL 30-DAY SUPPLY FREEI 

plus FREE MAGNA-RX® Topical Lotion - A 1209 85 Value! for only SS9.9S 

□ MAGNA-RX* Topical Lotion (30-Day Supply) Regularly $89.95 - SAVE S30! $59.95 

□ ALPHA MALE PLUS™ (30-Day Supply) Experience multiple orgasms $39.95 

□TRX™ (30-Day Supply) Testosterone enhancer $39.95 

□ LAVA™ (30-Day Supply) Libido enhancer for women $39.95 



THE BEST VALUE 



SAVES YOU $239.75! 



□ MAGNA-RX+ (60-Days), FREE MAGNA-RX Lotion (30-Days). ALPHA MALE PLUS (30-Days), 
TRX (30-Days), and LAVA (30-Days) - A $329 70 Valuel only $89.95 





* 


California Residents ADD Sales Tax 




Shipping, Handling and Delivery Insurance 


, 8.95 


Foreign Orders ADD 1 1 0 S&H (Remit in U.S. funds) 


$ 


TOTAL ENCLOSED/CHARGED 


s 


Charge mv DVISA DM/C DAMEX QDISC Expiration Date 


/ 


Credit Card Account Number and 3-dtgit Security Code found on back of card or 4-drgits on front of AMBX: 

Code 



Signature X , 

Order Toil-Free 1-866-299-0759 • Fax Anytime 1-8 18-99 1-0462 

Name (print) 

Address 



City/State/ZIP_ 



*. is d Registered Trademark AJI Right* Bnwwil Indnidual mulls may vary These statements Hart noi been evaluated 
by the rood and Drug Administration these products are not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent any disease 



iu-vay buppiy 



= __ - onty 

THE BEST VALUE! $ 899s 



Get Everything On This Page- SAVE S239.75! 



Valu e r 








Institute of Audio Research 






8oo.544.250i audioschool.com 




64 University Place. NYC 10003 


Licensed by NYS Education Department High School Optoma 
or GED requital. Financial Aid II eligible 




Copyrighted material 



Classifieds MAY 2006 



AUTO 



$500! Police Impounds 
Cars from $500! 
For Listings 800-366-9813 ext. V506 



HOMES 



HOMES FROM $10,0001 
Foreclosures, HUD's etc. 

1-3 BR. For Listings 
1-800-366-9783 ext. R092 



ENTERTAINMENT 



FREE PARTY LINE 
1-775-533-8232 
Reg. call to Nevada. 18+ 



Meet Hot Singles RIGHT NOWl 

1-206-600-9000 
B l/GAY 1-206-600-8888 l/d rates 



PHAT CHAT - INSTANT ACCESS! 
1-206-600-3333 
ALL LIVE TALK L/D rates 



HOT VEGAS GIRISI Mil 1-11-1 

1-702-216-3500 Only .66 - $1/mln 
1 -900-950-0950 ext. 311 $3 50/min. 18+ 



HOT HOOK UPSI ALL LIVE and LOCAL! 

1-413-561-4040 
Blcurious? 1-617-329-GUYS L/D rates 




DANCERS DVD 

Get the "99 Dancers DVD." 
You'll see 99 of Die Finest 
Black & Hispanic Exotic 
Dancers from the NYC Area! 
You've seen them in Music 
Videos & TV Talk Shows. To 
Order; Mall Check or Money Order (or 
$13.95 to: U.V.P.. Dept VB5, P.O Box 
110620. Jamaica, NY 11411. Discreetly sent 
by 1st Class Mail. 10-14 day delivery. Call for 
free 8 page Catalog. Must be 18+ to order 

Order Line 1-877-843-3630 9 ""^ 



www blackexoticdancers.com 



DVD SPECIAL 



\ ' BUY 3 GET 1 

^X'lk. ii— -ITT 1 FREE! 
' CORRECTIONAL FACILITY ACCEPTED 
INMATES SEND $5.00 FOR NEW PHOTO 
MAGAZINE CATALOG TO ORDER THOUSANDS 
OF OUR MODELS PHOTOS AND PEN-PAL INFO 

MAIL FACILITY CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
BLUOAMAN ENTERTAINMENT 

P.O. BOX 789 
OWINGS MILLS MO 21117 



WhereJLfocal 



'(£2210(23 EEE-fT 
1-800-700-6666 1 




COMPUTERS 



A NEW COMPUTER BUT NO CASH? 
You're APPROVED-Guaranteed!" 
NO CREDIT CHECK-Bad Credit- 
Bankruptcy-OK 
1-800-420-1714 10A-9P 
EST-M-F 'Checking Account Required 
VVWW.pcs4all.corn 




KennyKingston.com 

America's Greatest Psychic 

1-800-310-2172 

as low OS 52.79/mtn 



Hosted the Psychic Friends n> 
Network" with Diotme Warwick' LIJ 

1-800-497-6457 

as low OS $2.79/mln 




IRENE HUGHES 

TV America's Most Accurote Psychk 

1-800-435-6250 

as low as $2.79/min 




www.celebrfrypsychlc.com 

US HT IKS >W • THf SOK MOV UK • KSt ■ II MB • • M £VWfc««Vt V*.< 





s there love in 
your future? 

Authentic Psychic 
* * Readings by Phone 

PSYCHIC XOORCE' 

PsychicSource.com 
Call Now 1.866.234.8344 



Authentic Psychics 
Readings by phone 

PSYCHIC "SOURCE" 
1.866.338.7561 



PSYCMICSOUKCI.C 



OW/ 



FINANCIAL 



MONEY 

PROBLEMS? 



[ 1-800-591-8072 t 



FREE CALL NOW! 



PHUTUS / GIFTS 



CELEBRITY PHOTOS FOR SALE! 
Name favorites. Sen SASE to: 
PHOTOWORLD - VIBE 
4045 S. Buffalo Or. Suite A101-112 
Las Vegas, NV 89147 



BEAUTY 



Skin Tight' 



HRFS TO 

Chan 

ClEAI 

Smooth 

SofTIN 

Tone 



Toll Free: 8*ft- 787-01 44 

wwvt.tfcintightproducts. co 





J^Want a Better Job? College? 

®Hr Get a real diploma from an approved 



Get a real diploma from an approved I 
| school FREE BROCHURE | 

| Call toll-free 1 (800) 658-1180 | 

^Fini Coat Acjufcmy. Dcpt 00, .lacktonttllr. VLSBtttJ 



mm mmmwmmmm 



iradunte In Just 4 Weeks! 
at Ho 




LOOKING FOR A 
RECORD DEAL? 

Getting signed is very hard to do. 
But we will get the record deal you 

are looking for. 
GUA RANTEED Call now for 

SERVICE FREE info 

rrrmmmm 1-800-499-6395 
I rl [Til Eft! www.talent2k.com 



ARTIST/LABELS HAVE YOUR MU- 
SIC VIDEOS SEEN BY MILLIONS 

W-WIDE. NEED VIDEOS PRO- 
DUCED? erb-webdevelopment.com. 

LISTEN TO YOUR FAVORITE 
MUSIC. VIEW MUSIC VIDEOS AND 
ENTERTAINMENT SHOWS. WIN 
PRIZES &CASH DAILY 
@e-radiobizxom. 



■rUf! 



Text 
the word: 

FLIRT • 

to: 
74447 




Max cosl $1 per lext received 
IB+OHIY Access may be (fancied due 1o carr h 
Available on most networks 



TEXT MESSAGING 



J 




. / Here's How It Works.. 

y 11 TEXT the word SEXY 
^Jf 2i Then SEND lo 36999 - — 1 



w,ww.J,EXjT CHAT SINGLES com 

***FREEBsTgN-OP • VIDEO PROFILES S MORE * 






PROPS 



THE ARSENIO HALL SHOW 

The Jackie Robinson of late-night talk shows raised the profile of 
African-Americans and hip hop on network television. 



Late night is made for many things: hit- 
ting the club, holding someone close, 
cramming for exams, slow jams on the 
radio, and, of course, TV talk shows. Johnny 
Canon did his thing in his day, and David Let- 
terman's been holding it down for years, but 
for a golden period, Arsenio Hall was the man. 
With his improvised, real-talk interviews, col- 
orful suits, and high-energy entrance-fist- 
pumping the air alongside his dog pound 
("woof! woof! woof!")-Arsenio's style shout- 
ed "look at me" while a new generation of 
guests demanded "look at us" to an audience 
that otherwise wouldn't have had the chance. 

From January 1989 to May 1994, The 
Arsenio Hall Show broke down barriers on net- 
work television as the first African-American 
late-night host created a space for hip hop 
that didn't exist elsewhere. When Phife Dawg 
boasted that he had "no need to sweat Arse- 
nio to gain some type of fame" on 1991's "Bug- 
gin' Out," it was a backhanded compliment 
confirming the power of appearing in Hall's 
spotlight. This was not only the place to be, 
but also the place to become. Snoop (then sim- 
ply referred to as Dre's boy "Calvin") intro- 
duced himself with Dr. Dre on the show; 
Mariah Carey belted out "Vision ofLove" for 
the first time on TV; Lenny Kravitz, Toni 
Braxton, and TLC all made their television 
debuts on Arsenio. 

Syndicated on 135 channels across the 
country, Arsenio had so many moments. 
Remember when he put Vanilla Ice on blast 
for lying about his background? What about 
all the jokes he had on Milli Vanilli? Or how 



about Tupac addressing his pending sodomy 
and sexual assault charges? Or Magic John- 
son discussing AIDS in-depth for the first 
time after disclosing his HIV-positive status? 
And who can forget when Bill Clinton 
stopped by to show off his saxophone skills? 
Some credit that appearance with helping 
Bubba win the 1992 election and changing 
the way politicians campaign. 



SOUL VENUE: 

Arsenio (right) regularly invited talents 
like Stevie Wonder (center) and Spike Lee. 




Though he was undoubtedly the man, 
Hall had his haters. Keenan Ivory Wayans 
hilariously spoofed him on In Living Color 
right down to his long finger and big butt. 
Madonna went off on him on the air. Spike 
Lee called him an Uncle Tom. Network execs 
were uneasy when he invited Minister Louis 
Farrakhan to appear, and then Hall was 
slammed for conducting a powder-puff inter- 
view. Eventually, his novelty wore off, ratings 
declined, and Arseniowas cancelled. But bar- 
riers had been torn down, and many rejoiced 
that it was about damn time. 

Laura Checkoway 



148 visa 



THIS WAS NOT ONLY 
THE PLACE TO BE, 
BUT ALSO THE 
PLACE TO BECOME. 



Co 



